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PREFACE 



In the compilation of this volume, I have attempted to bring together all that the most eminent Southern 
Revolutinnary characters have lell us in their writings, upon ih >. suDject of Slavery. It will b* seen that their 
testimony is almost unanimous against the institution. The leading minds of the South, except those of South 
Carolina and Georgia, were not less impressed witii the evils of Slavery— moral, economical, and nolitica!- 
Ihan those of the N >rlli. Indeed, the most ultra Anli-SIavcry views which this volume will be found to contain, 
are those of Mr. Jeflerson. In the Federal Convention which framed the Constitution, not a voice was raised 
in unqualified defence and justification of S avery, for even the members from Souih Carolina only apoloj^izcd 
for the institution; while those from Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, either openly denounced u as 
criminal and disgracefuljor freely admitted its evils ^ tvt .i, r. r • 

In the State Conven-ions, Slavery was treated with equal disfavor. In those of virgmia and North Carolina, 
It was reprobated by Federalists and Anti-Fetloralisis— by the friends and the enemies of the Constituuon. 
Patrick Kenry and George Mason were not less 1-ud i \ their denunciations of Slavery, than Madison, Edmund 
Randolph, and Pendleton. In the North Carolina Gonveniions, the leading characters were equally emphatic 

**Th'e°e''iinniIuahle testimonies against Slavery, coming from the highest Southern authorities, will be 
treasnrpd up by Anti-SUv-ry men, as indubitable proof of the justice of their cause. But I apprehend that many 
will feel regret and disappointment on finding that the same great men who reprobated Slavery as at unn-^ii- 
cated evil were no less strenuous in shielding it from the interference of the Federal Government, than us 
avow'd advocates I profess to s^t forth the views of the men of the Revolution upon the question of Slavery, 
and I must do so fairly and impartially; and, to this end, I have taken nearly every passage from the Madison 
Papers and Eilioli's Debates, in tnc Federal and State Conventions^ which relate to the subject, with extended 
extracts troin the Debates in Congreys cmring the Admim?trauon 01 Oenerai Washinrt^ 

To denounco Slavery in one breath, and to insist upon constitutional guarantees for its maintenance in the 
next, may seem inconsistent to the minds of ardent Anti-Slavery men of the present day; but they should 
recollect that the whole question of State Rights is involved in this one of Slavery, and that to surrender the 
soverci" ty of the Stf>tes in this instance, is to open the way lo consolidation. And, further, allowing Slavery 
to be in utimiti gated evil, as the people of the South generally did at that time, they justly regarded themselves 
as better qualified 'o apply the remedy than the people of distant States, who were not particularly intereRled 
in the matter. I think that reasonable Anti-Slavery men, upon cool reflection, will concede this point. 

My object in making tWs publication is not to produce sectional feeling, but to awaken in Southern minds 
those noble and generous sentiments of freedom which animated their ancestors. 

When the American people emerged from the war of the Revolution, their commerce and agriculture were 
in a state of ruin; and the Fedmtion, the States, a,jd individuals, were overwhelmed with debt. It required 
ereat faith in the succesa of tji€ Republican experiment they were making, lo foresee the period when these 
acjumulaied embarrassments would be removed. All thst could be hoped, for many years, was that the Gov- 
ernmeni would be able to meet existing and ordinarily accruing demands upon its exchequer, without incurruis 
farther oblieations. The patriots of that day, therefore, with every disposition to carry out their principles of 
freedom and equality to their legitimate results, thought it utterly impracticable to do so. They were indued 
to adjourn the question of Emancipation to a future day. They anx^iousiy and hopefullyjooked forward to the 
period wnen they co'ulu remove what they uenominatrd tuC "foal uiot" o. oiavei/. *"ia ""ca pcivaucs mc 




consR- 

QUftntlv the views of Dr. KranKlin,uouverneur iviorns, anu mr w usun, aic iimitaiy umoicu wmi muo^ > . ^ asli- 
mston Jefferson, and Madison. New York was also aslave S.ate at that period,but she was represented inthe 
Federal Convention but a short time, except by Gen. Hamilton, and I have not gone out ot my way to hunt up 
testimonies from that quarter. Tlieviewsof Mr. Jay arc known to have been strongly Anti-Slavery; and,allrrugli 
Gen Hamilton may bave felt less on the subject, he was equally decided in his opposition to the iiistiiution 

i have dilieently sought fjr everything which Gen Wash" ngton wrote on the subject of Slavery. It will be 
seen that his judgment and his feelings were decidedly against the institution, whether viewed in the light 
of mo-aiity or political econo-tny. And while he, on all occasions, expressed his strong disapprobation of it, 
he saw and felt the political necessity of shielding it from unconstitutional encroachment. Without this pro- 
tection from external and Federal interference, there could be no union among the States, no domestic peace, 
and,therefore, no security for the National Independence. • . .t. . hu 

Th position of Washington on this question would form the true compromise at the present day. Hi? 
humaniiv, hia benevolence, his sense of junice and expediency, were all on the side of Emancipation, at ne 
earli°st practicable period ; and yet, his fidelity to his political obligations constrained him, while the institution 
shoufd last, to maintain the State sovereignty which guarded it from illegal interference. r.^«n.TV 
The views of Mr Jefferson and Mr Madison are entirely coiiicKleni with those of the Father of his Country 
on this" (iu--iion. The former has more strongly and point»>dly given expression to his abhorrence of Slavery, 
but he concurred entirely in the n'-ces«ity of eonstituiional inhibitions against foreign interference with it. n 
is but iusti'-e to those great men, that their entire pos^^lions ^hould be known. 

The r*«solutiohs adopted at put)lic nieeiings in Virginia, and b> a general Convention at WilIiamsDU g, 
show that ihe state of feeling among the people corresponded with that expressed by the eminent men wno^e 
writings I have quoted in this work. . , , • • u ». ^ r.u ^^inn^na 

I re gret that I have been compelled to place the materials of this compilation in the hands of the P"mer 
rapidly as I have gathered them, thereby precluding any methodical arrangement of its parts. The index, on 
the las' pK«e, however, will obvia e any dilficuhy which might arise from this circumstance. 

W.sHuvcxo«,illarc/.,1858, 1>ANIEL R. GOODLOB. 

[copyright secured,] 
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The following extracts from the proceedings 
of public meetings in the Southern States, 
prior to the Declaration of Independence, show 
the state of feeling among the people at that 
period. It Avill be seen that Washington. 
Jeflerson, and Madison, were little in advance 
of public opinion on this subject. 

AMERICAN ARCHIVES, Fodrtu Series, 
Volume J. 

Prince George's County ( Virginia) Resolutions. 

At a general meeting of the Freeholders of 
Prince George's county, Virginia, the follow- 
ing, among other resolutions, was unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the African trade is injurious 
to this colony, obstructs the population of it 
hy freemen, prevents manufactiircrs and other 
useful emigrants from Europe from settling 
amongst us, and occasions an annual increase 
of the balance of trade against this colony. — 
Page 494. Theodorick Bland, 

Ckrk of the Meeting. 

Culpepper County [Virginia) meeting; Henry 
Pendleton^ Esq., Moderator. 

Resolved, That the importing slaves and 
convict servants is injurious to this colony, as 
it obstructs the population of it with free"men 
and useful manufacturers, o,ud that we will 
not buy any such slave or convict servant 
hereafter to be imported.— Payc 523. 

JouN Jameson, Cleric. 

Namemond County ( Virginia) Re^olution.s. 

Resolved, That the African trade is injurious 
to this colony, obstructs the population of it 
by freemen, prevents manufacturers and other 
useful emigrants from Europe from settling 
^vciong us, and occasions an annual increase 
of the balance of trade against this colonv. — 
Page 530. 

Lemuel Riddick and Benjamin Bakbe, 
^sqrs., sent as delegates to Williamsburg. 

Caroline County ( Virginia) Resolutions. 
Resolved, That the African trade is injurious 
w> this colony, obstructs our population by 



freemen, manufacturers, and others, who 
would emigrate from Europe and settle here, 
and occasions an annual balanjo of trade 
against the country; and, therefore, that the 
purchase of all imported slaves ought to be 
associated against. — Papc 541. 

Edmund Pendleton " and James Taylor, 
delegates. 

Surry County ( Virginia) Resolutions. 

5th. Resolved, That, as the population of 
this colony, with freemen and useful manu- 
facturers, is greatly obstructed by the import- 
ation of slaves and convict servants, we will 
not purchase any such slaves or servants 
hereafter to be imported. — Page 593. 

Allen Cocke and Nicholas Faulcon, jr., 
delegates. 

Fairfax County (Virginia) meeting; George 
Wn.<ih.ington, Esq., presiding; Robert Harri- 
son, gentleman. Clerk. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
meeting, that, during our present difficulties 
and distress, no slaves ought to be imported 
into any of the British colonies on this conti- 
nent; and we take this opportunity of declar- 
ing our most earnest wishes to see an enlire 
stop forever put to such a wicked, cruel, and 
unnatural trade. — Page 600. 

General Washington and others, delegates. 

Address to John Syme and Patrick Henry ^ by 
the Freeholders of Hanover County, (Va.) 

The African trade for slaves we consider as 
most dangerous to virtue and the welfare of 
this country; we, therefore, most earnestly 
wish to see it totally discouraged. — Page 616. 

John Syme and Patrick Henry, delegates. 

Princess Ann County (Virginia) Resolutions; 
Anthony Lawson, Esq.y Moderator. 

Resolved, That our Burgesses be instructed 
to oppose the importation of slaves and con- 
victs, as injurious to this colony, by prevent- 
ing the population of it by freemen and useful 
manufacturers. — Page 641. 

Thomas Abbott, Clerk. 
Virginia Convention. 

At a very full meeting of delegates from the 
different counties in the Colony and Dominion 



of Virginia^ begun in Williamsburg, the first 
day of Autjusl^ in the year of our Lord 1774, 
and continued, by several adjournments, to 
Saturday^ the Gth of the same month, the fol- 
lowing lussociation was unanimously resolved 
upon and agreed to : 

* * * •>:• * * 

2d. We will neither ourselves import, nor 
purchase any slave or slaves imported by any 
other person, after the first day of November 
next, either from Africa, the West Indies, or 

any other place. 

* -x- * * * -x- -X- 

For the most trifling reasons, and sometimes 
for no conceivable reason at all, his Majesty 
has rejected laws of the most salutary tenden- 
cy. The abolition of domestic slavery is the 
greatest object of desire in those colonies 
where it was unhappily introduced in their 
infant state. But, previous to the ejifranchise- 
ment of the slaves we have, it is necessary to 
exclude all further importations from Africa. 
Yet our repeated attempts to effect this by 
prohibitions, and by imposing duties which 
might amount to a prohibition, have been 
hitherto defeated by his Majesty's negative ; 
thus preferring the immediate advantages of a 
few African corsairs to the lasting interests of 
the American States, and to the rights of hu- 
man nature, deeply wounded by this infamous 
practice. Nay, the single interposition of an 
interested individual against a law, was scarcely 
ever known to fail of success, though in the 
opposite scale were placed the interests of a 
whole country. That this is so siiameful an 
abuse of a power trusted with his Majesty foi 
other purposes, as, if not reformed, would call 
for some legal restrictions. — Pages (536 to 696. 

North Carolina Convention. 
The Journal of the Proceedings of the first 
Provincial Convention of North Carolina, 
held at Newbern, on the 24th day of August, 
A. D. 1774. 

North Carolina, ss. At a general meeting 
of deputies of the inhabitants of this province, 
at Newbern, the twenty-fifth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord 1774, appeared for— 

Anson County — Mr. Samuel Spencer, Wm 
Thomas; Beaufort — Roger Ormond, Tliomas 
Respess, jr. ; Bladen — William Salter, Walter 
Gibson; Bute — William Person, Green Hill; 
Brunswick — Robert Uowe ; Bertie — John 
Campbell; Craven — James Coor, Lemuel 
Hatch, Joseph Leech, Richard Cogdell; Car- 
teret — Williiiai Thompson; Currituck — Solo- 
mon Perkins, Nathan Poymer, Samuel Jarvis ; 
Chowan — Samuel Johnston, Thomas Oldham, 
Thomas Benbury, Thomas Jones, Thomas 
Hunter; Cumberland — Farquard Campbell, 
Thos. Rutherford; Chatham — none; Dobbs — 
Richard Caswell, William McKennie, George 
Miller, Simon Bright; Duplin— Thomas Gray, 
Thomas Hicks, James Kenan, William Dick- 
son; Edgecomb — none; Granville — Thomas 
Person, Meniucan Hunt; Guilford — none; 
Hyde—Rothias Latham, Samuel Smith; Hert- 
ford—none; Halifox—Nicholas Long, Willie 
Jones; Johnston— Needham Bryan, Benjamin 



Williams; Mecklenburg — Benjamin Ration; 
Martin — Edmund Smythwick ; Now llnnovor— 
John Ashe, William Hooper; Norlhauipton— 
Allen Jones; Orange — Thomas llarl ; Onslow — 
Wm. Cray; Perquimans — John Harvey, Ben- 
jamin Harvey, Andrew Knox, Tlionins Harvey, 
Jno. Whedbee, jr.; Pasquotank — Joseph Jones, 
Edward Everigin, Joseph Reading; J'itt — Jolui 
Simpson, Edward Salter; Rowan — Wni. Kcn- 
non, Moses Winslow, vSamnel Young; Surry— 
none; Tryon — David Jenkins, Robert Alesivn- 
der; Tyrrel — Joseph Spruill, Jeremiah Eraser; 
Wake — none; Newborn — Abucr Nasli, Isaac 
Edwards; Edenton — Joseph Howe?; Wilming- 
ton — Francis Clayton ; for the town of l^ath— 
Wm. Brown; Halifax, John Goddy; Hillsbo- 
rough — none; Salisbury — none; Brunswick— 
none ; Campbclton — none. 

The deputies then proceeded to make choice 
of a moderator, when Colonel John Harvoj 
was unanimously chosen, and Mr. Andrew 
Knox appointed clerk. 

* * * * * ^c- ■X- 

Resolved, That we will not import any slave 
or slaves, or purchase any slave or slaves im- 
ported or brought into this province l)y others, 
from any part of the world, after the first day 
cf November next. — Page 735. 

Continetital Congress, Philadelphia, October, 20, 
1774. 

We do for ourselves, and the inhabitants of 
the several colonies whom we represent, firmly 
agree and associate under the sacred ties of 
Virtue, Honor, and Love of our Gomitry, 
follows : 

* -x- * * * * ^c- 

2. That we will neither import nor purchase 
any slave imported after the first day of De- 
cember next; after wliich time, we will wholly 
discontinue the slave trade, and will neither 
be concerned in it ourselves, nor will we hire 
our vessels, nor sell our commodities or manu- 
factures, to those who are concerned in it. — 
Page 914. 

11. That a committee be chosen in every 
count}', city, and town, by those who are 
qualified to vote for Representatives in the 
Legislature, whose business it shall be atten- 
tively to observe the conduct of all persons 
touching this association; and when it shall 
be made to appear to the satisfaction of a m.v 
jority of any such committee that any person 
within the limits of their appointment has 
violated this Association, that such majority 
do forthwith cause the truth of the case to be 
published in the Gazette, to the end that all 
such foes to the rights of British Ameiica may 
be publicly known, and universally contemned 
ap the enemies of American liberty; and 
thenceforth we respectively will break ofi" all 
dealings with him or her. — Page 915. 

14. And we do further agree and resolve, 
that we will have no trade, commerce, deal- 
ings, or intercourse whatsoever, with any 
colony or province in North America, which 
shall not accede to, or which shall hereaitf/* 
violate this Associfttion, but will bold them as 



uun'orthy of the rights of freemen, and as in- 
imical 10 the liberties of this country. 
>:■ ic- -x- -x- * * •X' 

The foregoing Association, being determined 
upon by the Congress, was ordered to be sub- 
scribed by the several members thereof; and 
thereupon we have hereunto set our respective 
names accordingly. 

In Conjress, Philadelphia, October 20, 1774. 
Peyton Randolph, President. 
Ncio Hainpshire. — John Sullivan, Nathaniel 
Folsoni. 

Mussackusetts Bay. — Thomas Gushing, Sam- 
uel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Payne. 

PJiodc Island. — Stephen Hopkins, Samuel 
Ward. 

6'fn?2ec/?c«<.— Eliphalet Dyer, Roger Sher- 
man, Silas Deane. 

New York. — Isaac Low, John Alsop, John 
Jay, James Duane, Philip Livingston, William 
Fluyd, Henry Wisncr, Simon Boerum. 

New Jersey. — James Kiney, William Living- 
ston, Stephen Crane, Richard Smith, John De 
Hart. 

Pennsylvania. — Joseph Galloway, .John Dick- 
iut-on, Charles Humphreys, Thomas Mifflin. 
Edward Biddle, John Mortf n. George Ross. 

The Lov>er Counties, New Castle, ^-c. — Ciesar 
Rodney, Thomas McKean, George Read. 

Maryland. — Matthew Tilghman, Thomas 
Johnson, jr., William Paca, Samuel Chase. 

Virginia. — Richard Henry Lee, George 
Washmgton, Patrick Heni.-y, jr., Richard 
Bland, Benjamin Harrison, Edmund Pendleton. 

N^orth Carolina. — William Hooper, Joseph 
Hewes, Richard Caswell. 

South Carolina. — Henry Middleton, Thomas 
L} nch, Christopher Gadsden, John Rutledge, 
Edward Rutledge. 

Ordered, That this Association be committed 
to the press, and that one hundred and twenty 
copies be struck off. 

Continental Congress, Friday, October 21, 1774. 

The address to the people of Great Britain 
being brought in, and the amendments direct- 
fid being made, the same was approved, and is 
as follows: 

To the People of Great Britain, from the Dele- 
gates appointed by the seycnil English Colo- 
nics of New Hampshire. Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, the Lower Counties on Deleware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina, to consider of their griev- 
ances in General Congress, at Philadelphia, 
September 5th, 1774. 

Friends and Fellow Citizens: When a nation, 
led to greatness by the hand of Liberty, and 
possessed of all the glory that heroism, mu- 
uilicence. .and humanity, can bestow, descends 
to the ungrateful task of forging chains for 
her friends and children, and, instead of giving 
support to Freedom, turns advocate for Sla- 
very and Oppression, there is reason to suspect 
she has either ceaserl to be virtuous, or been 
extremely negligent in the appointment of her 
njlers.—Pff^e^ 914 to 917. 



Daricn {Ocorgia) liesoluiiofis. 

In the DarIEN CCMMITTKE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 

12, 1775. 

5. To show the world that we aro not influ- 
enced by any contracted or interested motives, 
but a general philanthropy for all mankind, 
of whatever climate, language, or complexion, 
we hereby declare our disapprobation and ab- 
horrence of the unnatural practice of slavery 
in America, (however the uncultivated state 
of our country or other specious arguments 
may plead for it,) a practice founded in injus- 
tice and cruelty, and highly dangerous to our 
liberties, (as well as lives,) debasing part of 
our fellow-creatures below men, and corrupt- 
ing the virtue and morals of the rest; and is 
laying the basis of that liberty we contend 
for, (and which we pray the Almighty to con- 
tinue to the latest posterity,) upon a very 
v*Tong foundation : We, therefore, resolve at 
all times to use our utmost endeavors for the 
manumission of our slaves in this colony, 
upon the most safe and equitable footing for 
the masters and themselves. — Page 11.36. 
Association entered into by forty-five of the 
deputies assembled in Provincial Congress, 
at Savannah, in Georgia, on the 18th of 
Januarjr, 1775, and by them subscribed on 
the 23d, when they chose Noble Wimberly 
Jones, Archibald Bullock, and John Hous- 
ton, Esquires, delegates to represent that 
Colony in the Continental Congress, to be 
held in May next. 

.?d. That we will neither import or purchase 
any slaves imported from Africa, or elsewhere, 
after the 15th day of March next. — Page 1158. 
******* 

The foregoing Association, being determined 
upon by the Congress, was ordered to be sub- 
scribed by the several members thereof; and, 
thereupon, we have hereunto set our respective 
names accordingly. 

In Congre.'iS, Savannah, Georgia, Jan. 23, 1775. 

John Glen, Chairman. 

Noble W. Jones, Samuel Farley, Arabroso 
Wright, Peter Tondee, Thomas Lee, William 
Young, John McClnre, Archibald Bullock, John 
Houston, Joseph Habersham, George Houston, 
Edward Telfair, William Gibbons, Peter Bard, 
D. Zubly, jr., James De Veaux, .loseph Clay, 
Philip Box, William Owen, George Walton. 
John vStirk, Isaac Young, Robert Rae, Robert 
Hamilton, Edmund Bugg, William Glascock, 
John Germany, L. Marbury, Hugh Middleton, 
Samuel Germany, John Wereat, Jonathan 
Cochran, George Mcintosh, Raymond Demeer, 
William Jones, James Cochran, Joseph Gib- 
bons, Pr.ancis H. Harris, Sa.muel Elbert, Henry 
Jones, Willi.am Lord, John Mann, David Lewis, 
George Wj'che. — Page lloO. 

FROM THE WRITINGS OF- WASHINGTON. 

Washington's Will. 

In the name of God, Amen. 
I, Geoi'ge Washington, of Mount Vernon, a 
citizen of the United States, and lately Presi- 
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dent of the same, do make, ordain, and de- 
clare, this instrument, which is written with 
my own hand, and every page tliereof sub- 
scribed with my name,^" to be my last will and 
testament, revoking all others. 

Item. — Upon the decease of xny wife, it is 
my will and desire that all the slaves whom I 
hold in my own right^ shall receive their free- 
dom. To emancipate them during her life, 
would, though earnestly wished by me, be at- 
tended with such insuperable difficulties, on 
account of their intermixture by marriage with 
the dower nogroes, as to excite the most pain- 
ful sensations, if not disagreeable consequences 
to the latter, while both descriptions are in 
the occupancy of the same proprietor; it 'not 
being in my power, under the tenure by which 
the dower negroes are held, to manumit them. 
And whereas, among those who will receive 
freedom according to this devise, there may 
be some, who, from old age or bodily infirm- 
ities, and others, who, on account of their in- 
fancy, will be unable to support themselves, 
it is my will and desire., that all who come 
under the first and second description, shall 
be comfortably clothed and fed by my heirs 
while they live ; and that such of the latter 
description as have no parents living, or if 
living, are unable or unwilling to provide for 
them, shall be bound by the Court until they 
shall arrive at the age of twenty-five years ; 
and in cases where no record can be produced 
whereby their ages can be ascertained, the 
Judgment of the Court, upon its own view of 
the subject, shall be adequate and final. The 
negroes thus bound, are (by their masters or 
mistresses) to be taught to read and write, 
and to be brought up to some useful occupa- 
tion agreeably to the laws of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, providing for the support 
of orphan and other poor children. And I do 
hereby expressly forbid the sale or transporta- 
tion out of the said Commonwealth, of any 
slave I may die possessed of, under any pre- 
tence whatsoever. And I do, moreover, most 
pointedly and most solemnly enjoin it upon 
my executors hereafter named, or the survivors 
of them, to see that this clause respecting 
slaves, and every part thereof, be religiously 
fulfilled at the epoch at which it is directed 
to take place, without evasion, neglect, or de- 
lay, after the crops which may then be on the 
ground are harvested, particularly as it respects 
the aged and infirm ; seeing that a regular and 
permanent fund be . established for their sup- 
port, as long as there are subjects requiring 
it; not tiusting to the uncertain provision to 
be made by individuals. And to my mulatto 
man, iriWia??*, . calling himself William Lee, I 
give immediate freedom; or, if he should pre- 
fer it, (on account of the accidents which have 
befallen him, and which have rendered him 
incapable of walking, or of any active employ- 
ment,) to remain in the situation he now is, 
it shall be optional in him to do so; in either 



♦lurhi original manuscript, Georire Wasliiiiglou's 
name was wiiiten at the bottom of every page 



case, however, I allow him an annuity of thirty 
dollars, during his natural life, which shall he 
independent of the victuals and clothes he has 
been accustomed to receive, if he chooses the 
last alternative ; but in full with his freedom, 
if he prefers the first. And this I give him, as 
a testimony of ray sense of his attachment to 
me, and for his faithful services during the 
revolutionary war. — Vol. i^pp. 569, 570.' 

Extract of a letter to the President of Congress, 
dated Cambridge, lilst December, 1115. 

It has been represented to me that the free 
negroes who have served in this army are very 
much dissatisfied at being discarded. As it is 
to be apprehended that they may ask employ- 
ment in the ministerial army, I have presumed 
to depart from the resolution respecting them, 
and have given license for their being enlisted. 
If this is disapproved of by Congress, I will 
put a stop to it.* 

Extract of a letter to Henry Laurens (of South 
Carolina) vi Congress. 

MlDDLEBROOK, 20ih MoTch, 1779. 

The policy of our arming slaves is, in my 
opinion, a moot point, unless the enemy set 
the example.f For, should we begin to form 
battalions of them, I have not the smallest 
doubt, if the war is to be prosecuted, of their 
following us in it, and justifying the measure 
upon our own ground. The contest must thcu 
be, Avho can arm fastest And where ore our 
arms? Besides, I am not clear, that a dis- 
crimination will not render slavery more irk- 
some to those who remain in it. Most of the 
good and evil things in this life are judged of 
by comparison; and I fear a comparison in 
this case will be productive of much discon- 
tent in those who are held in servitude.. But 
as this is a subject that has never employed 
much of my thoughts, these are no mor« than 
the first crude ideas that have struck me upon 
the occasion. 

7b Lt. Col. John Laurens (of South Carolina.) 

Headquaeteks, 10th July, 1782. 

My Deab Sin: The post brought me your 
letter on the 19th of May. I must confess that 
I am not at all astonished at the failure of 



* At a meeting of the Gencial Officers, previously to 
the arrival of the committee from Congresf in camp, 
it was unanimously resolved that it was not expedi- 
ent to enlist slaves in the new army, and, by a large 
majority, negroes of idvery description were excluded 
from enlistment. When the subject was referred to 
the committee in conference, this decision was con- 
finned. In regard to free negroes, however, the resolve 
was not adhered to, and probably for the reason here 
mentioned by General Wflshington. Many black sol- 
diers were in the service during ail stages of the 
war.— Vol. Hi, pp. 218, 21l>. 

t Mr. Laurens had wriuen, March 16ih : " Our affairs 
in the Southern department are more favorable than 
wo had considered them a few days ago ; nevertheless, 
the country is greatly distressed, and will be more so^ 
unle«s further reinforcements ere sent to its rchef 
Had we arms for three thousand such b ack men as I 
could select in Carolina, I should hnve no doubt of 
sudiess in driving the British out of Georgia, and su"; 
duing East Florida, before the t-nd of July.'"— -tW. v«, 
p. iM. 
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your pliin. The spirit of freedom, which the 
commencement of this contest would gladly 
have sacrificed everything to the attainment 
of its object, has long since subsided, and 
every selfish passion has taken its place. It 
is not the public, but private interest which 
influences the generality of mankijxd; nor can 
the Americans any longer boast a.; exception. 
Under these circumstances, it would rather 
have been surprising if you had succeeded ; 
nor v*i!l you, I fear, have better success? in 
Georgia.* '' 

To the Marquis de Lafayeilc. — 5//i April, 178'J. 
[^ExtracLl 

The scheme, my dear Marquis, which you 
propose as a precedent, to encourage the 
emancipation of the black people in this coun- 
try from the state of bondage in which they are 
held, is a striking evidence of the benevolence 
of your heart, I shall be happy to join you in 
so laudable a work; but will defer going into 
a detail of the business till I have the pleasure 
of seeing you. — Vol. viiijjjp. 414, 415. 

To Robert Morris. 

Mount Vebnon, I2ih April, 1786. 

Dear Sm: I give you the trouble of this 
letter at the instance of Mr. Dalby, of Alexan- 
dria, who is called to Philadebhia, to attend 
what he conceives to be a vexatious lawsuit, 
respecting a slave of his, whom a society of 
Quakers in the city, formed for such purposes, 
have attempted to liberate. The merits of this 
case will, no doubt, appear upon trial. From 
Mr. Dalby's state of the matter, it sliould seem, 
that this society is not only acting repugnant- 
ly to justice, so far as its conduct confcerns 
strangers, but in my opinion impoliticly witli 
respect to the State, the city in particular, 
without being able, except in acts of tyranny 
and oppression, to accomplish its own ends. 
He says the conduct of this society is not 
sanctioned by law. Had the case been other- 
wise, whatever my opinion of the law might 
have been, my respect for the policy of the 
State would on this occasion have appeared 
in my silence; because against the penalties 
of promulgated laws one may guard, but there 
is no avoiding the snares of individuals, or of 
private societies. If the practice of this so- 
ciety, of which Mr. Dalby speaks, is not dis- 
countenanced, none of those whose misfortune 
it is to have slaves as attendants, will visit the 
city, if they can possibly avoid it; because, by 
so doing, they hazard their property, or they 
must be at the expense (and this will not al- 

*The plan here menlioned, %\hicli Colonel Lnureiis 
^'S.s exiremely anxious to carry into cflecl, was to 
raise a re,:;iiiieiii of black levies m South Carolina. 
He brought the subject before the LegislatU'e cf the 
plate, and pursued it with all \n< zftal a -d influence, 
but ihe measure was not approved. " It was some 
consolation, however," .^aid he. '-to perceive that truth 
and philosophy hud •jainei? some groun'!, the suffrages 
m favor of the measute being twice as numerous ns 
on a tonner occasion. Some hopes have lately been 
pven me from G orgia ; but I fear, wnen the que.sliou 
i^piit, we ?b;i!! be outvoted th»^re wiih as much dis- 
parity as we hav«> been in this country."— To/ riu, pp 



ways succeed) of providing servant? of another 
description. ' 

I hope it will not be conceived, from these 
observations, that it is my wish to hold the 
unhappy people, who are the subject of this 
letter, in slavery. I can only say, that there 
is not a man living Avho wishes more sincerely 
than I do, to sec a plan adopted for the aboli- 
tion of it. But there is only one proper and 
effectual mode by which it can be accomplish- 
ed, and that is by legislative authority; and 
this, as far as my suffrage will go, shall never 
be wantiug.* But when slaves, who arc hap- 
Ijy and contented with their present masters, 
are tampered with, and seduced to leave them ; 
when masters are taken unawares by these 
practices ; when a conduct of this kind" begets 
discontent on one side and resentment on the 
other; and when it happens to fall on a man 
whose purse will not measure with that of the 
society, and he loses his property for want of 
means to defend it; it is oppression in such a 
case, and not humanity in any, because it in- 
troduces more e%ils than it can cure. 

I will make no apology for writing to you 
on tliis subject; for, if Mr. Dalby has not mis- 
conceived the matter, an evil exists, wMch re- 
quires a remedy ; if he has, my intentions have 
been good, though I may have been too pre- 
cipitate in this address. Mrs. Washington 
joins me in every good and kind wish for Mrs. 
Morris and your family, and I am. — Vol. ix,pp. 
158-160. 

The benevolence of your heart, my dear 
Marquis, is so conspicuous on all occasions, 
that I never wonder at any fresh proofs of it ; 
but your late purchase of an estate in the col- 
ony of Cayenne, with a view of emancipating 
the slaves on it, is a generous and noble proof 
of your humanity.f Would to God a like 
spirit might diflfuse itself generally into the 
minds of the people of this country 1 But I 
despair of seeing it. Some petitions were pre- 
sented to the Assembly, at its last session, for 
the abolition of slavery; but they could scarce- 
ly obtain a reading. To set the slaves afloat 
at once would, I really believe, be productive 
of much inconvenience and mischief; but by 
degrees it certainly might, and assuredly ought 
to be effected; and that, too, by legislative au- 
thority.— J^jt;. 163, 164. 

To Charles Pinckney, Governor of South Caro- 
Una.-— March IT, 1792. [Extract.'] 

I must say, that I lament the decision of 
your Legislature upon the questiou of import- 

* In writing ti Mr. John F. Mercer on this subject, 
Geni-ral Washington said: never mean, unless 
.'ome particular circumstance should compel me to 
It, t'> possess another slave by purchase, it being 
among my first wishes to see some plan adopted, by 
which slavery in this country may be abolished by 
law."— September 9, 1786. 

tin a remarkab'e and very interesting latter, writ- 
ten by Lafnyette in the prison of Magdeburg, he said : 
"I Know not what dispo.sition has been made of my 
plant-'iion at Cayeniie; but I hope Maiiame de Lafa^- 
t't e will take carp, lha. the nei«roes who cuMiva'e it 
shall preserve their lilicrty." — Sparks's Life of GaUver- 
neur Murris, vol. i. p. 410. 
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ing slaves after March, 1793. I was in hopes 
that motives of policy as well as other good 
reasons, supported by the direful eiFects of sla- 
very, which at this moment are presented, 
would have operated to produce a total prohi- 
bition of the importation of slaves, whenever 
the question came to be agitated in any State 
that might be interested in the measure.* 

This extract from a letter of Washington 
was first published by Mr. Sumner, in his able 
constitutional argument on Slavery, delivered 
August 26th, 1852. Mr. Sumner, in introdu- 
cing it, said: 

"While President of the United States, at the 
close of his administration, Washington sought 
to recover a slave, who had fled to New Hamp- 
shire. His autograph letter to Mr. Whipple, 
the Collector of Portsmouth, dated at Philadel- 
phia, 28th November, 1796, which I now hold 
in my hand, and which has never before seen 
the light, after describing the fugitive, and 
particularly expressing the desire of "her mis- 
tress," Mrs. Washington, for her return, em- 
ploys the following decisive language : 

"I do not mean, however, by this request, 
' that such violent measures should be used 

' AB WOULD EXCITE A MOB OR UIOT, WHICH MIGHT 
' BE THE CASK IP SHE HAS ADHERENTS, OR EVEN 
' UNEASY SENSATIONS IN THE MINDS OP WELIi-DIS- 

* POSED CITIZENS. Rather than either of these 
' should happen, T would forego her services 

* altogether; and the example also, which is 

* of infinite importance. 

" George Washington." 

Mr. Wliipple, in his reply, dated at Ports- 
mouth, December 22, 1'796, an autograph copy 
of which I have, recognises the rule of Wash- 
ington : 

"I will now, sir, agreeably to your desire, 
' send her to Alexandria, if it be practicable 
' uiithout the consequences which you except — that 
' of exciting a riot or a mob, or creating uneasy 
' sensations in the minds of tvell-disposed persons. 
' The first cannot be calculated beforehand ; 
' it will be governed by the popular opinion 
' of the moment, or the circumstances that 
' may arise in the transaction. The latter 
' may be sought into and judged of by con- 
' versing with such persons without discover- 
' ing the occasion. So far as T have had op- 
' portunity, I perceive that different sentiments 

* are entertained on this subject." 

The fugitive never was returned, but lived 
in freedom to a good old age, down to a very 
recent period, a monument of the just forbear- 
ance of him whom we aptly call the Father of 
his Country. 

* From Governor Pinckney's letter : Our Legisla- 
ture, among other questions, agiiaied the one respcf t- 
ing the future importation o*" slaves, as the prohibition 
expires in Mnrch, 1793. Great pains were used to 
effect a total prohibition; but upon the question being 
taken in the Senate, it was lost by so decided a ma- 
jority, that I think we may cnnsidi^r it as cenain that 
this State will, after IMarch, 1703, import as laraely as 
they ever did It is a decision, upon the policy of 
which I confess I have my doubts." 



DR. FRANKLIN'S WORKS, VOL. H, 

An Address to the Public, from the Pennsyl- 
vania Society for promoting the abolition 
of Slavery, and the relief of free negroes 
unlawfully held in bondage. 
It is with peculiar satisfaction we assure 
the friends of humanity, that, in prosecuting 
the design of our association, our endeavors 
have proved successful, far beyond the most 
sanguine expectations. 

Encouraged by this success, and by the daily 
progress of that luminous and benign spirit of 
liberty which is diffusing itself throughout the 
world, and humbly hoping for the continuance 
of the divine blessing on our labors, we have 
ventured to make an important addition to 
our original plan, and do therefore earnestly 
solicit the support and assistance of all who 
can feel the tender emotions of sympathy and 
compassion, or relish the exalted pleasure of 
benevolence. 

Slavery is such an atrocious debasement of 
human nature, that its very extirpation, if not 
performed with solicitous care, may sometimes 
open a source of serious evils. 

The unhappy man, who has Jong been treat- 
ed as a brute animal, too rrequently sinks be- 
neath the common standard of the human 
species. The galling chains that bind his 
body, do also fetter his inttllectual faculties, 
and impair the social affections of his heart. 
Accustomed to move like a mere machine, by 
the will of a master, reflection is suspended; 
he has not the power of choice, and reason 
and conscience have but little influence over 
his conduct, because he is chiefly governed 
by the passion of fear. He is poor and friend- 
less, perhaps worn out by extreme labor, age, 
and disease. 

Under such circumstances, freedom may 
often prove a misfortune to himself, and pre- 
judicial to society. 

Attention to emancipated black people, it is 
therefore to be hoped, will become a branch 
of our national police; but as far as we con- 
tribute to promote this emancipation, so far 
that attention is evidently a serious duty in- 
cumbent on us, and which we mean to dis- 
charge to the best of our judgment and abili- 
ties. 

To instruct, to advise, to qualify those who 
have been restored to freedom, for the exer- 
cise and enjoyment of civil liberty, to promote 
in them habits of industry, to furnish them 
with employments suited to their age, sex, 
talents, and other (sircumstances, and to pro- 
cure their children an education calculated for 
their future situation in life — these are the 
great outlines of the annexed plan, which we 
have adopted, and which wo conceive will es- 
sentially promote the public good, and the 
happiness of these our hitherto too much neg- 
lected fellow-creatures. 

A plan so extensive cannot be carried into 
execution without considerable pecuniary re- 
sources, beyond the present ordinary funds of 
the society. We hope much from the gene- 
rosity of enlightened and benevolent freemen, 
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and will gratefully receive any donations or 
subscriptions for this purpose, which may be 
made to our Treasurer, James Starr, or to 
James Pembertou, Chairman of our Committee 
of Correspondence. 

Signed, by order of the Society, 

B. FuANKLiN, Fresideni. 

Philadelphia, Noveml)cr 9, 1789. 

On the Slave Trade. 
Dr. Franklin's name, as President of the 
Abolition Society, was signed to the memorial 
presented to the House of Representatives of 
the United States, on the 12th of February, 
1789, praying them to exert the full extent of 
power vested in them by the Constitution, in 
discouraging the traffic of the human species. 
This Avas his last public act. In the debates 
to which this memorial gave rise, several at- 
tempts were made to justify the trade. In the 
Fcdiral Gazette of March 25th, 1790, there ap- 
peared an essay, signed "Historicus," written 
by Dr. Franklin, in which he communicated a 
speech, said to have been delivered in the Di- 
van of Algiers, in 1687, in opposition to the 
prayer of the petition of a sect called Erika^ or 
Purists, for the aboliton of piracy and slavery. 
This pretended African speech was an excel- 
lent parody of one delivered by Mr. Jackson, 
of Georgia. All the arguments urged in favor 
of negro slavery are applied with equal force 
to justify the plundering and enslaving of 
Pvaropeans. It aftbrds, at the same time, a 
demonstration of the futility of the arguments 
in defence of the slave trade, and of the 
strength of mind and ingenuity of the author, 
at his advanced period in life. It furnishes, 
too, a no less convincing proof of his power 
of imitating the style of other times and na- 
tions, than his celebrated Parable against Per- 
secution. And as the latter led many persons 
to search the Scriptures with a view to find it, 
so the former caused many persons to search 
the bookstores and libraries for the work from 
^rbich it was said to be extracted. — Dr. Stuber. 

Mauch 23, 1790." 

To the Editor of the Federal Gazette: 

Sir: Reading last night in your excellent 
paper the speech of Mr. Jackson in Congress 
against their meddling with the affair of sla- 
very, or attempting to mend tlie condition of 
the slaves, it put me in mind of a similar one 
made about one hundred years since, by Sidi 
Mehemet Ibrahim, a member of the Divan of 
Algiers, which may be seen in Martin's ac- 
count of his consulship, anno 1687. It Avas 
against granting the petition of the sect called 
Erika. or Purists, Avho prayed for the abolition 
of piracy and slavery, as being unjust. Mr. 
Jackson does not quote it; perhaps he has not 
seen it. If, therefore, some of its reasonings 
arc to be found in his eloquent speech, it may 
only show that men's interests and intellects 
operate and are operated on with surprising 

•This pnper is da ed onlr twenty four days before 
the iiuilu>r-.s dc atli, which happened on the 17ih of 
April lol owing. 



similarity in all countries and climates, Avhen- 
ever they are under similar circunstauces. 
The African's speech, as translated, is as fol- 
loAVS : 

Allah Bismillah, ^-c, God w great, a?id Ma^ 

hornet n his Prophet. 
"Ha\'e these Enka considered the conse- 
' quences of granting their petition? If we 
' cease our cruises against the Christians, hoAV 
' shall Ave be furnished with the conmiodities 
' their countries produce, and Avhich are so 
' necessary for us? If Ave forbear to make 
< slaves of their people, Avho, in this hot cli- 
' mate, are to cultivate our lands? Who are 
' to pei'form the common labors of our city 
' and in our families? Must Ave not, then, be 
' our OAvn slaves? And is there not more 
' compassion and more faA'or due to us, as 
' Mussulraen, than to these Christian dogs? 
' We have now about fifty thousand slaves in 

* and near Algiers. This number, if not kept 
' up by fresh supplies, will soon diminish, and 
' be gradually annihilated. If we then cease 
' taking and plundering the Infidel ships, and 

* making slaves of the seamen and passengers, 

* our lands Avill become of no value, for Avant 
' of cuitiA-ation; and the rents of houses in the 
' city Avill sink one-half; and the revenue of 
' GoA-crnraent, arising from its share of prizes, 
'be toUilly destroyed 1 And for Avhat? To 
' gratify the Avhiras of a Avhinisical sect, Avho 
' Avould have us not only forbear making more 
' slaves, but even manumit those Ave liave. 

" But who is to indemnify their masters for 
'the loss? Will the State do it? Is our 
' Treasury sufficient? Will tlie Erika do it? 
' Can they do it? Or would tliey, to do Avliat 
' they think justice to the slaves, do a greater 
' injustice to the owners ? And if Vv-e set our 
' slaves free, what is to be done with them ? 
' Few of them Avill return to tlieir countries; 
' they know too well the greater hardships 
' they must there be subject to ; they will not 
'embrace our holy religion; tliey Avill not 
' adopt our manners ; our people Avill not pol- 
' lute themselves by intermarrying with them. 
' Must Ave maintain them as beggars in our 
' streets, or suffer our properties to be the prey 
' of their pillage? For men accustomed to 
' shwery Avill not Avork for a livelihood, Avhen 
' not compelled. And what is there so pitia- 
' ble in their present condition? Were they 
' not slaves in tlieir OAvn countries? 

" Are not Spain, Portugal, France, and the 
' Italian States, governed by despots, Avho hold 
' all their subjects in slavery, Avithout excep- 
'tion? PiVen England treats its sailors as 
' slaves, for they are, whenever the Govern- 
' ment pleases, seized, and confined in ships 
' of Avar, condemned not only to Avork, but to 
' fight, for small wages, or a, mere subsistence, 

* not better than our slaA-^es are allowed by us. 
' Is their condition, then, made Avorsc by fall- 
' ing into our hands ? No ; they have only 
' exchanged one slavery for anotlicr, and, I 
' may say, a better — for here they arc brought 
' into a land Avhere the sun of Jslaniism gives 

, ' forth its light, and shines in full splendor, 
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' jintl they luivc an opportunity of making 
' themselves acrpmintcil with the true doc- 

* trine, and thereby saving their immortal 
' soul Those who remain at home have not 
' that lappincss. Sending the slaves home, 
' then, would be sending them out of light 
' into darkness. 

'*I repeat the question, What is to be done 
' with them? I have heard it suggested that 
' they may be planted in the wilderness, where 
' there is plenty of land for them to subsist on, 
' and where tliey may flourish as a free State ; 

* but they are, I doubt, too little disposed to 
' labor without compulsion, as well as too ig- 
' norant to establish a good Government; and 
' the wild Arabs would soon molest and dc- 
' sli-oy or again enslave them. While serving 
' us, we take care to provide them with every- 
' thing, and they are treated Avith humanity. 
' The laborers in their own country are, as 1 
' am well informei), worse fed, lodged, and 
' clothed. The condition of most of them is, 
' therefore, tflready mended, and requires no 
' further improvement. Here their lives are in 
' safety. Tbey are not liable to be impressed 
' for soldiers, and forced to cut one another's 
' Christian throats, as in the wars of their own 
' countries. If some of the religious-mad 
' bigots, who now t-^ ase us with their silly pc- 
' titions, have in a fit of blind zeal freed their 
' slaves, it was not generosity, it was not hu- 
' manity, that niovcd them to the action — it 
' was from a conscious burden of a load of 
' sins, and a hope, from the supposed merits 
' of so good a work, to be excused from dam- 

* nation. 

" liow grossly are they mistaken to suppose 
' shivery to be disallowed by the Alcoran I 
' Arc not the two precepts, to quote no more, ' 
' ' Masters, treat your slaves with kindness; slaves, 
' serve your masters with cheerfulness and fidelity,^ 
' clear proofs to the contrar}-? Nor can the 
' plundering of Infidels be in that sacred book 
' forbidden,, since it is well known from it, th.at 

* (jod has given the world, and all that it con- 
' tains, to his faithful Mussulmen, who arc to 
' enjoy it of right as fast as they conquer it. 

* Let lis, then, hear no more of this detestable 
' proposition, the numumission of Christian 
' slaves, the adoption of which would, by ne- 
' preciating our lands and houses, and thereby 

* depriving so many good citizens of their 
' properties, create universal discontent, and 
' provoke insurrections, to the endangering 
' of Government, and producing general cot)- 
' fusion. I have, therefore, no doubt but this 

* wiae council will prefer the comfort and hap- 
' pincss of a whole nation of true believer?, to 

the whim of a fevr Erika, and dismiss their 

* petition." 

The result was, as JIartin tells us, that the 
Divan came to this resolution: "The doctrine, 
' that plundering and enslaving the Christians 
' is unjust, is, at best, problematical; but that 
» it is the interest of this State to continue the 
' practice, is clear; therefore, let the petition 
' be rejected." And it was rejected accord- 
ingly- 



And since like motives are apt to produce 
in the minds of men like opinions and resolu- 
tions, may we not, Mr. Brov/n, venture to pre- 
dict, from this account, that the petitions to 
the Parliament of England for abolishing the 
slave trade, to say nothing of other Legisla- 
tures, and the debates upon them, will have a 
similar conclusion ? 

1 am, sir, your constant, reader and humble 
servant, IIisTOiucus. 



MADISON PAPERS. 
From Mr. Jefferson's 3[iimtes of Debates in IT'FG, 
on the Declaration of Inde.pendmce^ published 
with the Madison Papers. 

The clause, too, reprobating the enslaving 
the inhabitants of Africa was struck out, iu 
compliance to South Carolina and Georgia, 
who had never attempted to restrain the im- 
portation of slaves, and vrho, on the contrary, 
still wished to continue it. Our Northern 
brethren, also, I believe, felt a little tender 
uiider those censures ; for, thougli their people 
have very few slaves themselves, yet they bad 
been pretty considerable carriers of them to 
others. — Faffe 18. 

From Mr. Jefferson's Original Draft of the Dec- 
laration of Independence. 

He has waged cruel war against humau na- 
ture itself, violating its most sacred rights of 
life and liberty, in the pert-ons of a distant 
people who never offended him: captivating 
and carrying them into slavery in another 
hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in 
their transportation thither. This piratical 
warfare, the opprobriuni of Infidel Powers, is 
the warfare of the Christian King of Ureat 
Britain. Determined to keep open a market 
where men should be bought and sold, he has 
prostituted his negative for suppressing every 
legislative attempt to prohibit or restrain lliis 
execrable commerce ; and that this assemblage 
of horrors might want no fiict of distinguisiied 
dye, he is now e.-sciting those very people to 
rise in arms among ns, and to purchar,c that 
liberty of which he has deprived them, by 
murdering the people on^jwhom he also ob- 
truded them — thus paying off former criinca 
committed against the liberties of one peoplCj 
with crimes which he urges them to commit 
against the lives of another. — Fage 24. 
Mr. Jeff'erson's Report of Debate on Articles of 
Confederation. IIIS, 

"Article XI. All charges of war, and all 
' other expenses that shall be incurred for the 
' common defence or general welfare, and al- 
' lowed by the United States assembled, shall 
' be defrayed out of a common treasury, Avhich 
■' shall be supplied by the several colonics in 
' proportion to the number of inhabitants, of 
' every age, sex, and quality, (excc])t Indians 
' not paying taxes,) in each colony— a true 
' account of which, distinguishing the white 
' inhabitants, shall be trieunially taken and 
' transmitted to the Assembly of the United 
' States." 



Mr. ChnBc moved that the quotas should be 
paid, not by the number of mhabitants of every 
copdition, but by that of the '■' white inhabit- 
nnts." lie admitted that taxation should be 
filways in proportion to property; that this 
WAS, in theory, the true rule; but that, from 
ft variety of diflicultiea, it was a rule which 
could never be adopted in practice. The value 
of the ])5'opcrty in every State could never be 
estimated justly and equally. Some other 
measure for the wealth of the State must 
therefore be devised — some standard referred 
to — which would be moi'c simple. He con- 
sidered the number of inhabitants as a tolera- 
bly good criterion of property, and that this 
might always be obtained. He therefore 
tlioiight it t!ie best mode we could adopt, with 
one exception only. He observed that negroes 
are property, and, as such, cannot be dis- 
tiuguisiied from the lands or personalities held 
in those States where there are few slaves: 
that the surplus of profit which a Northern 
farmer is able to lay by, he invests in cattle, 
horses, &c, ; whereas a Southern farmer lays 
out that same surplus in slaves. There is no 
more reason, therefore, for taxing the Southern 
Stivtcs on the farmer's head and on his slave's 
head, than the Northern ones on their farmers' 
heads and the heads of their cattle; that the 
method proposed would thcreforo tax the 
Southern States according to their numbers 
and their wealth, conjunctly, while the North- 
ern would be taxed on numbers only; that 
negroes, in fact, should not be considered as 
members of the State, more than cattle, and 
that they have no more interest in it. 

Mr. John Adams observed, that the num- 
bers of people were taken by this article as an 
index of the wealth of the 6 late, and not as 
subjects of taxation ; that, as to this matter, 
it was of no consequence by what name you 
called your people — whether by that of free- 
men or of slaves ; that in some countries the 
laboring poor were called freemen, in others 
they M^ere called slaves ; but that the diflfer- 
ence as to the State was imaginary only. 
What matters it, whether a landlord, employ- 
ing ten laborers on his farm, gives them an- 
nually as much money as will buy them the 
necessaries of life, or gives them those neces- 
saries at short hand? The ten laborers add 
as mucii wealth annually to the State— in- 
wcase its exports as much — in the one case as 
the, other. Certainly, five hundred freemen 
produce no more profits— no grsater surplus 
tor the payment of taxes-^than five hundred 
slaves. Therefore, the State in which are the 
laborers called freemen sliould be taxed no 
more than that in which they are called slaves, 
^-tippose, by any extraordinary operation of 
nature or of law, one-half the laborers of a 
f5ta-.s could, in one night, be transformed into 
Slaves— would the State be made the poorer, 
or the less able to pay the tjixes? That the 
coaduion of the laboring poor in most coun- 
nes--thut of the fishermen, particularly, of 
"le rsorthern States—is as abject as that of 
s^^'/bs. It is the number of laborers which 



produces the surplus for taxation ; and num- 
bers, therefore, indiscriminately, are the fair 
index of wealth; that it is the use of the word 
"property" here, and its application to some 
of the people of the State, which produces the 
fallacy. How does the Southern fi\rmcr pro- 
cure slaves? Either by importation or by 
purchase from his neighbor. If he imports a 
slave, he adds one to the number of laborers 
in his country, and proportionably to its profits 
and abilities to pay taxes; if he buys from his 
neighbor, it is only a transfer of a laborer 
from one farm to another, which does not 
change the ai'uual produce of tlie State, and 
therefore should not change its tax; that if a 
Northern farmer works ten laborers on his 
farm, he can, it is true, invest the surplus of 
ten men's labor in cattle; but so may the 
Southern farmer, working ten slaves; that a 
State of one hundred thousand freemen can 
maintain no more cattle than one of one hun- 
dred thousand slaves — therefore, they have no 
more of that kind of property; that a slave 
may indeed, from the custom of speech, be 
more properly called the wealth of his mas- 
ter, and the free laborer might be called ihe 
wealth of his employer; but, as to the State, 
both were equally its wealth, and should 
therefore equally add to the quota of its tax. 

Mr. Harrison proposed, ,as a compromise, 
that two slaves should be counted as one free- 
man. He affirmed that slaves did not do as ' 
much work as freemen, and doubted if two 
effected more than one. That this was proved 
by the price of .labor, the hire of a laborer in 
Southern Colonics being from £8 to £1 2, while 
in the Northern it was generally £24. 

Mr. Wilson said, that, if this amendment 
should take place, the. Southern Colonies 
would have all the benefit of slaves, whilst the 
Northern ones would bear the burden. That 
slaves increase the profits of a State, which 
the Southern States mean to take to them- 
selves; that they also increase the burden of 
defence, which would, of course, fall so much 
the heavier on the Northern; that slaves oc- 
cupy the places of freemen, and eat their food. 
Dismiss your slaves, and freemen will take 
their places. It is our duty to lay every dis- 
couragement on the importation of slaves; 
but this amendment would give the ju^ trium 
liberorum to him who would import slaves. 
That other kinds of property were pretty 
equally distributed through all the Colonies; 
there were as many cattle, horses, and sheep, 
in the North as the South, and South as the 
North — but not so as to slaves. That experi- 
ence has shown that those Colonies have been 
always able to pay most, which have the most 
inhabitants, whether they be black or white; 
and the practice of the Southern Colonies has 
ahva3\? been to make evei-y farmer pay poll 
taxes upon all his laborers, whether they be 
black or white. He acknowledged, indeed, 
that freemen work the most; but they con- 
sume the most also. 

They do not produce a greater surplus for 
taxation. The slave is neither fed nor clothed 
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so expensively as a freeman. Again, white 
women are exempted from labor generally, 
which negro women are not. In this, then, 
the Southern States have an advantage, as the 
article now stands. It has sometimes been 
said that slavery was necessary, because the 
commodities they raise would be too dear for 
market if cultivated by freemen; but now it is 
said that the labor of the slave is the dearest. 

Mr. Paj^ne urged the original resolution of 
Congress to proportion the quotas of the States 
to the number of souls. 

Dr. Witherspoon was of opinion that the 
value of lands and houses was the best esti- 
mate of the wealth of a nation; and that it 
was practicable to obtain such a valuation. 
This is the true barometer of wealth. The one 
now proposed is imperfect in itself, and unequal 
between the States. It has been objected that 
negroes eat the food of freemen, and therefore 
should be taxed; horses also eat the food of 
freemen, therefore they should also be taxed. 
It has been said, too, that in carrying slaves 
into the estimate of the taxes the State is to 
pay, we do no more than those States them- 
selves do, who always take slaves into the es- 
timate of the taxes the individual is to pay. 
But the cases are not parallel. In the South- 
ern Colonies slaves pervade the whole Colony; 
but they do not pervade the whole continent. 
That as to the original resolution of (rongress, 
it was temporary only, and related to the 
moneys heretofore emitted ; whereas v/e are 
now entering into a new compact, and there- 
fore sUind on original ground, 

August 1, ltY6. 

The question being put, the amendment 
proposed was rejected by the votes of New 
Hami)shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania, against those of Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North and South Carolina. Georgia 
was divided. — Page 21. 



an act of the Legislature of Connecticut, ceding 
some of their territorial claims to tlie United 
States, which he will doubtless communicate 
to the Assembly. They reserve the jurisdic- 
tion to themselves, and clog the cession with 
some other conditions which greatly depreciate 
it, and are the more extraordinary as their title 
to the land is so controvertible a one. — Page 68. 



Mr. Madison to Joseph Jones. — [Extract.^ 

Philadelphia, Nov. 28, 1?80. 

Tours of the iSth came yesterday. I am 
glad to find the Legislature persist in their 
resolution to recruit their line of the army for 
the war; though, without deciding on the ex- 
pediency of the mode under their considera- 
tion, would it not be as well to liberate and 
make soldiers at once of the blacks themselves, 
as to make them instruments fo.~ enlisting 
white soldiers? It would certainly be more 
consonant wi th the principles of liberty, which 
ought never to be lost sight of in a contest for 
liberty; and, with white officers and a raajodty 
of white soldiers, no imaginable danger could 
be feared from themselves, as there certainly 
could be none from the effect of the example 
on those who should remain in bondage — ex- 
perience having shown that a freedman im- 
mediately loses all attachment and sympathy 
with his former fellow-slaves. 

We have enclosed to the Governor a copy of 



From Mr. 3fadison\t Report of Debates in the 
Congress of the Covfederation. 

Friday, Mahch 28, 1183. 

The committee last mentioned reported that 
two blacks be rated as one freeman. 

Mr. "Wolcott Avas for rating them as four to 
three. Mr. Carroll, as four to one. 

Mr. Williamson said he was principled 
against slavery; and that he thought slaves 
an encumbrance to society, instead of increas- 
ing its ability to pay taxes. 

Mr. Higginson, as four to three. 

Mr. Rutledge said, for the sake of the object, 
he would agree to rate slaves as two to onf 
but he sincerely thought three to one woulu 
be a juster proportion. 

Mr". Holton, as four to three. 

Mr. Osgood said he did not go beyond four 
to three. 

On a question for rating them as three to 
two, the votes were — New Hampshire, aye; 
Massachusetts, no; Rhode Island, divided; 
Connecticut, aye; New Jersey, aye; Pennsylva- 
nia, aye ; Delaware, aye ; Maryland, no : Virginia, 
no; North Carolina, no; South Carolina, no. 

The paragraph was then postponed, by gen- 
eral consent, some wishing for further time to 
deliberate on it; but it appearing to be the 
general opinion that no compromise would be 
agreed to. 

After some further discussions on the re- 
port — in which the necessity of some simple 
and practicable rule of apportionment came 
fully into view — Mr. Madison said that, in or- 
der to give a proof of the sincerity of his pro- 
fessions of liberality, he would propose that 
slaves should be rated as five to three. 

Mr. Rutledge seconded the motion. 

Mr. Wilson said he would sacrifice his 
opinion on this compromise. 

Mr. Lee was against changing the rule, but 
gave it as his opinion that two slaves were 
not equal to one freeman. 

On the question for five to three, it was 
passed in the affirmative : , . 

New Hampshire, aye; Massachusetts, divi- 
ded; Rhode Island, no; Connecticut, no; New 
Jersey, aye; Pennsylvania, aye ; Maryland, aye; 
Virginia, aye; North Carolina, aye; South Car- 
olina, aye. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Bland, 
seconded by Mr. Lee, to strike out the clause 
so amended. 

And on the question, '-Shall it stand?" it 
passed in the negative : 

Rhode Island, no; Connecticut, no; Tsew 
Jersey, aye; Pennsylvania, aj-e; Delaware, 
no; Maryland, aye; Virginia, aye: North Car- 
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olina, aye; South Carolina, no; New Hamp- 
shire, aye; Massachusetts, no. 

So ihe clause was struck out. 

The arguments used by those who were for 
Kiting slaves high, were, that the expense of 
feeding and clothing them was as far below 
that incident to freemen, as their industry and 
ingenuity were below those of freemen ; and 
that the warm climate within which the States 
having slaves lay, compared with the rigorous 
climate and inferior fertility of the others, 
ought to have great weight in the case; and 
that the exports of the former States were 
greater than of the lattiT. On the other side, 
it was said that slaves were not put to labor 
as young as the children of laboring famines ; 
that, having no interest in their labor, they 
did as little as possible, and omitted every ex- 
ertion of thought requisite to facilitate and 
expedite it; that if the exports of the States 
having slaves exceeded those of the others, 
their imports wore in proportion, slaves being 
eraploj-ed wholly in agriculture, not in manu- 
factures; and that, in fact, the balance of trade 
formerly was much more against the Southern 
StatRS than the others. 

On tlie main question : 

Xew Hampshire, aye; Massachusetts, no; 
Rhode Island, no; Connecticut, no; New York, 
(.Mr. Floyd,) aye; New Jersey, aye; Delaware, 
no; Maryland, aye; Virginia, aye: North Caro- 
lina, aye; South Carolina, no.— Pages 423-425. 

Trom Mr. Madison's Report of Debater in the 
Federal Convention. 

Mr. Madison. We have seen the mere dis- 
tinction of color made, in the most enlightcn- 
e(i period of time, a ground of the most op- 
pressive dominion ever ex.ercised by man over 
\\m\.~Page 805. 

Mr. Madison. And, in the third place, where 
slavery exists, the republican theory becomes 
still more failacious.—Pa.^'e 809. 

Mr. Madison. But he contended that the 
8uues were divided into different interests, not 
hj their ditfcrence of size, but by other circum- 
stances; the most material of which resulted 
partly from climate, but principally from the 
"fipftQ of their having or not having slaves. 
These two causes concurred in forming the 
preat division of interests in the United States. 
It did not lie between the large and small 
^tatfts. It liiy between the Northern and 
houihern; and if any defensive power were 
iieces.sary, it ought to be mutually given to 
these two interests. He was so strongly ira- 
jire.ised with this important truth, that^he had 
oeen casting about in his mind for some expe- 
dient that would answer the purpose. The one 
^vluch had occurred was, that instead of pro- 
portioning the votes of the States in both 
'ranches to their respective number of inhab- 
itiints, computing the slaves in the ratio of five 
|o three, they should be represented in one 
pranch according to the number of free ijihab- 
uants only, and in the other according to the 
^■hole number, counting the slaves as free. By 
^- arrangement the Southern scale would 
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have the advantage in one House, and the 
Northern iu the other. He had been restrain- 
ed from pj oposing this expedient by two con- 
siderations; one was his nnwillingness to urge 
any diversity of interests on an occasion where 
it is but too apt to arise of itself; the other 
was the inequality of powers that must be 
vested in the two branches, and which would 
destroy the equilibrium of interests. — Faff, 
1006. 

Mr. Patterson. He was also against such 
an indirect encouragement of the slave trade , 
observing that Congress, in their act relating 
to the change of the eighth article of Confed- 
eration, had been ashamed to use the term 
'•'slaves," and had substituted a description.- — 
Pa>/e 1055. 

Mr. King had always expected, that, as tho 
Southern States are the richest, they would 
not league themselves with the Northern, un- 
less some respect v/ere paid to their superior 
wealth. If the latter expect those preferential 
distinctions in commerce, and other advantages 
which they will derive from the connection, 
they must not expect to receive them without 
allowing some advantages iu return. Eleven 
out of thirteen of the States had agreed to 
consider slaves in the apportionment of taxa- 
tion; and taxation and representation ought 
to go together, 

Mr. Butledge moved that New Hampshire b« 
reduced fi'om three to two members. Hei 
numbers did not entitle her to three, and it 
was a poor State. 

General Pinckney seconds the motion. 

Mr. King. Nev/ Hampshire has probably 
more than 120,000 inhabitants, and has an ex- 
tensive country of tolerable fertility. Its in- 
habitants may therefore be expected to increase 
fast. He remarked that the four I'^astern 
States, having 800,000 souls, have one-third 
fewer Representatives than the four Southern 
States, having not more than 700,000 souls, 
rating the blacks as five for three. The East- 
ern people will advert to those oircum?taucos, 
and be dissatisfied. Ho believed them to be 
very desirous of uniting with their Southern 
brethren, but did not think it prudent to rely 
so far on that disposition as to ^ubjeL■t them to 
any gross inequality. He \\:\.^ fuily convinced 
that the question concoruini'; difiVreuce of 
interests did not lie where it had hitherto been 
discussed, between the great and small States, 
but between the Southern and Eastern. For 
tills reason he had been ready to yield some- 
thing in the proportion of Representatives, for 
the security of the Southern. No principle 
would justify the giving them a majority 
Tluy were brought as near an equality aa was 
possible. He v,';is not averse to giving them a 
stili greater security, but did not see how it 
could be done. 

General Pinckney. Tho report, before it was 
coninii' il, was more favoralde to the South- 
en\ .' ic8 than as it now stands. If thoy are 
to form so considerable a minority, and the 
regulation of trade is to be given to the General 
Government, they will be nothing more thar 
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overseers for the Northern States. He did not 
expect the vSouthcrn States to be raised to a 
majority of Representatives, but wished them to 
have sometliing like an equality. At present, 
by the alterations of the committee in favor of 
the Northern States, they are removed further 
from it than they were before. One member 
indeed had been added to Virginia, which he 
was glad of, ab ne considered her as a South- 
ern State. He was glad also that the members 
of Georgia were increased. 

Mr. Williamson was not for reducing New 
Hampshire from three to two, but for reducing 
some others. The Southern interest must be 
extremely endangered by the present arrange- 
ment. The Northern States are to have a ma- 
jority in the first instance, and the means of 
perpetuating it. 

Mr. Dayton observed, that the line between 
Northern and Southern interest had been im- 
properly drawn : that Pennsylvania was the 
dividing State, there being six on each side of 
her. 

General Pinckney urged the reduction ; dwelt 
on the superior wealth of the Southern States, 
and insisted on its having its due weight in 
the Government. 

Mr. Gouverneur Morris regretted the turn 
of the debate. The States, he found, had many 
representatives on the floor. Few, he feared, 
were to be deemed the representatives of 
America. He thought the Southern States 
have, by the report, more than their share of 
representation. Property ought to have its 
weight, but not all the weight. If the South- 
ern States are to supply money, the Northern 
States are to spill their blood. Besides, the 
probable revenue to be expected from the 
Southern States has been greatly over-rated. 
He was against reducing New Hampshire. 

Mr. Randolph was opposed to a reduction 
of New Hampshire, not because she had a full 
title to three members, but because it was in 
his contemplation, first, to make it the duty, 
instead of leaving it to the discretion of the 
Legislature, to regulate the representation by 
a periodical census ; secondly, to require more 
than a bare majority of votes in the Legisla- 
ture, in certain cases, and particularly in com- 
mercial cases. 

On the question for reducing New Hamp- 
shire from three to two Representatives, it 
passed in the negative : 

North Carolina, South Carolina, aye ; 2. 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Geor- 
gia, no ; Pages 1056-1059. 

Mr. Randolph. He urged strenuously that 
express security ought to be provided for in- 
cluding slaves in the ratio of representation. 
He lamented that such a species of property 
existed. But, as it did exist, the holders of it 
would require this security. It was perceived 
that the design was entertained by some, of 
excluding slaves altogether; the Legislature 
therefore ought not to be left at liberty. — Page 
1083. 

General Pinckney reminded the Convention, 



that if the committee should fail to insert some 
security to the Southern States against an 
emancipation of slaves, and taxes on exports, 
he should be bound by duty to his State to 
vote against their report. — Page. \\^*l. 

Mr. King Avished to know what influence 
the vote just passed Avas meant to have on the 
succeeding part of the report, concerning the 
admission of slaves into the rule of represent- 
ation. He could not reconcile his mind to the 
article, if it was to preveit objections to the 
latter . part. The admission of slaves was a 
most grating circumstanos to his mind, and he 
believed would be so to a great part of the 
people of America. He had not made a strenu- 
ous opp ition to it heretofore, because he 
had hopi.u that this concession would have 
produced a readiness, which had not been 
manifested, to strengthen the General Govern- 
ment, and to mark a full confidence in it. 

The report under consideration had, by the 
tenor of it, put an end to all those hopes. In 
two great points, the hands of the Legislature 
were absolutely tied. The importiition of 
slaves could not be prohibited. Exports could 
not be taxed. Is this reasonable ? What are 
the great objects of the general system ? First, 
defence against foreign invasion ; secondly, 
against internal sedition. Shall all the States, 
then, be bound to defend each, and shall each 
be at liberty to introduce a weakness which 
will render defence more difficult ? Shall one 
part of the United States be bound to defend 
another part, and that other part be at liberty 
not only to increase its own danger, but to 
withhold the compensation for the burden? 
If slaves are to be imported, shall not the ex- 
ports produced by their labor supply a revenue, 
the better j,o enable the General Government 
to defend their masters? There was so much 
inequality and unreasonableness in all this, 
that the people of the Northern States could 
never be reconciled to it. No candid man 
could undertake to justify it to them. He had 
hoped that some accommodation would have 
taken place on this subject ; that at least ft 
time would have been limited for the importa- 
tion of slaves. He never could agree to let 
them be imported without limitation, and then 
be represented in the National Legislature. In- 
deed, he could so little persuade himself of the 
rectitude of such a practice, that he was not 
sure he could assent to it, under any circum- 
stances. At all events, either slaves should 
not be representedj or exports should be taxa- 
ble. 

Mr. Sherman regarded the slave trade as 
iniquitous; but the point of representation 
having been settled, after much difficulty and 
deliberation, he did not think himself bound 
to make opposition ; especially as the present 
article, as amended, did no* preclude any ar- 
rangement whatever on that point, in another 
place of the report, 

Mr. Gouverneur Morris moved to insert be- 
fore "inhabitants" the word "free." Much, 
he said, would depend on this point. He never 
would concur in upholding domestic slavery. 
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It was ;i nefarious institxitiou. Jt was the 
curse of llcavcn on (he States where it pre- 
vailed. Compare the free regions of the Mid- 
dle JSiatos, where a rich and noble cultivation 
marks the prosperity and happiness of the 
people, with the misery and poverty which 
overspread the barren wastes of Virginiiv, Ma- 
rvland, and the other States having shivos. 
fnivel Unough the whole continent, and you 
bcluild the prospect continually varying with 
the appearance and disappearance of slavery. 
The raoinent yon leave thtJ Eastern States, and 
enter New York, the effects of the institution 
become visible. Passing through the Jerseys, 
and entering Pennsylvania, every criterion of 
superior improvement witnesses the change. 
Pioceediug southwardly, every step you take 
linoiigh the great regions of slaves presents a 
di'.sei l, increasing with the increasing propor- 
tion of these wretched beings. Upon what 
prineiple is it thai the slaves shall be computed 
iu the representation? Are they men? Then, 
iniike them citizens, and let them vote. Are 
they property? Why, then, is no other prop- 
erty inehuled? The houses in this city (Phil- 
iuleiphia) are worth more than all the wretch- 
ed slaves who cover the rice swamps of South 
C.irolina. The admission of slaves into the 
representation, when fairly explained, comes 
totiiis: That the inhabitant of Georgia and 
of South Carolina, who goes to the coiujt of 
Afriea, and, in defiance of the most .sacred laws 
of humanity, tears away his fellow-creatures 
from their dearest connections, and damns them 
to the most cruel bondage,, shall have more 
votes in a Government instituted for the pro- 
toetion of the rights of mankind, than the citi- 
zen of i'omisylvania or New Jersey, who views 
with a laudable horror so nefarious a practice. 
He would add, that domestic slavery is the 
most prominent feature in the aristocratic 
«)untcnanee of the proposed Constitution. 
Jlie vassalage of the poor has ever been the 
favorite olTspriug of aristocracy. And what is 
{lie proposed compensation to the Northern 
^t'Ues, {'or a sacrifice of every prin.ciple of 
right— of every impulse of humanity? * They 
^re 'CO bind themselves to march their militia 
'01' the defence of the Southern States— for 
{ leir defence against those very slaves of whom 
tliey complain. They must supply vessels and 
seamen, in case of foreign attack. The Legis- 
Jidure will h:ive indefinite power to tax them by 
excises and duties on imports, both of which 
^ill fall heavier on them than on the Southern 
"iliahitants, for the Bohca tea used by a North- 
ern freeman will pay more tax than the whole 
Ijonsumption of the miserable slave, which con- 
;^;sts Of nothing more than his physical suu- 
I'stence and the rag that covers his nakedness, 
uu tae Other side, the Southern States are not I 

'je restrained from importing fresh supplies ! 

wretched Africans, at once to increase the ' 
;j'"'ger of attJick and the difficulty of defence. ' 
'ly, they arc to be encouraged to it, by an as- : 
^Jirance of having their votes in the National ' 
'0\ernment increased in proportion; and arc, 

ine same time, to have their exports and 



their slaves exempt I'iom all contributions for 
the public service. 

Let it. not be said that direct taxation is to 
be proportioned to representation. It is idle 
i to suppose that the General Government can 
stretch its hand directly into the pockets of 
the people, scattered over so vast a country. 
They can only do it through the medium of 
exports, imports, and excises. For what, then, 
are all the sacrifices to be made? He would 
j sooner submit himself to a tax for paying for 
all Ihu negroes in the United States, than sad- 
dle posterity with such a Constitution. , 

Mr. Dayton seconded the motion. He did 
it, he said, that his sentiments on the subject 
might appear, whatever might be the fate of 
the amendment. 

Mr. Sherman did not regard the admission 
of the negroes into the ratio of representation 
as liable to such insuperable objections. It 
wag the freemen of the Southern States Avho 
were, in fact, to be represented, according to 
the taxes paid by them, and the negroes are 
only included in the estimate of the taxes. 
This was his idea of the matter. 

Mr. Pinckney considered the fisheries and 
the Western frontier as more burdensome to 
the United States than the slaves. lie thought 
this could be demonstrated, if the occasion 
were a proper one. 

Mr. Wilson thought the motion premature. 
An agreement to the clause would be no bai 
to the object of it. 

On the question on the motion to insert 
" free " before " inhabitants " — 

New Jersey, aye; 1. New Hampshire, Mas- 
sachiis^^tts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, Msrylandj Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, no; 10. — Pp. 1261 
to J26(). 

Mr. L. Martin proposed to vary article 7, 
section 4, so as to allow a prohibition or tax 
on the importation of slaves. In the first place, 
as five slaves are to be counted as tliree free- 
men, in the apportionnient of Representatives, 
such a clause would leave an eiicourageraent 
to this traffic. In the second place, slaves 
wea]i.ened one p.art of the Union, which the 
other parts were bound to })rotecl; the privi- 
lege of importing them was therefore unrea- 
sonable. And, in the third place, it was 
inconsistent Avith the principles of the Revolu- 
tion, and dishonorable to tlie American char- 
acter, to have such a feature in the Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. Rutlcdge did not see iiow the impcrta- 
tiou of slaves could be encouraged by this 
section. He was not apprehensive of insurrec- 
tions, and would raadily exempt the other 
States from the obligation to protect the 
Southern against them. Religion and hu- 
manity had nothing to do with this question. 
Interest alone is the governing principle with 
nations. The true question at present is, 
whether the Southern States shall or shall 
not be parties to the Union. If the Northern 
State.'' consult their interest, they will not op- 
pose the increase of slaves, which v, ill increase 
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the commodities of which they will become 
the carriers. 

Mr. Ellsworth was for leaving the clause as 
it stands. Let every State import what it 
pleases. The morality or wisdom of slavery 
are considerations belonging to the States 
themselves. What enriches a part enriches 
the whole, and the States are the best judges 
of their particular interest. The old Confede- 
ration had not meddled with this point, and 
he did noj, sec any greater necessity for bring- 
ing it witliin the policy of the new one. 

Mr. Pinckney. South Carolina can never 
receive the plan, if it prohibits the slave trade. 
In every proposed extension of the powers of 
Congress, th.at State has expressly and watch- 
fully excepted that of med<lling with the im- 
portation of negroes. If the States be all left 
at liberty on this subject, South Carolina may, 
perhaps, by degrees, do of herself what is 
wished, as Virginia and Maryland have already 
done. 

Adjourned. 

Wkdnksoay, August 22. 

/?!. Convvnlion. — Article 7, section 4, was re- 
sumed. 

Mr. Slierman was for leaving the clansc as 
it stands. lie disapproved of the slave trade; 
yet, as the States were now possessed of the 
right to import slaves, as the pv\blic good did 
not require it to be taken from them, and a.s it 
was ex{)cdient to have as few objections as 
jjossible to the proposed scheme of Govern- 
ment, he thought it best to leave the matter 
as we find it. He observed that the abolition 
of slavery seemed to be going on in the United 
vStatcs, and that the good sense of the several 
Stales wouKl probably, by degrees, c«mplete 
it. He urged on the Convention the necessity 
of despatching its business. 

Col. Mason. This infernal traffic originated 
in the avarice of British merchants. The Brit- 
ish Government constantly checked the at- 
tempts of Virginia to put a slop to it. The 
present question concerns not the importing 
Suites alone, but the whole Union. The evil 
of having slaves was experienced during the 
late war. Had slaves been treated as they 
might have been by the enemy, they would 
have proved dangerous instruments in their 
hands. But their folly dealt by the slaves as 
it did by the Tories. He mentioned the dan- 
gerous insurrections of the slaves in Greece 
and Sicily; and the instructions given by 
Cromwell to the Commissioners sent to Vir- 
ginia, to arm the servants and slaves, in case 
other means of obtaining its submission should 
fail. Maiyland and Virginia, he said, had ul- 
ready prohibited the importation of slaves, ex- 
pressly. North Carolina had done the same, 
in substance. All this would be in vain, if 
South Carolina and Georgia be at liberty to 
import. The Western people are already call- 
ing out for slaves for their new lands, and will 
fill that country with slaves, if they can be got 
through South Carolina and Georgia. Slavery 
discourages arts and manufactures. The poor 
despise labor when performed by slaves. They 



prevent the emigration of whites, who really 
enrich and strengthen a country. They pro- 
duce the most pernicious effect on manners. 
Every master of slaves is born a petty tyrant. 
They bring the judgment of Heaven on a coun- 
try. As nations cannot be rewarded or pmi- 
ished in the next world, they must be in this. 
By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, 
Providence punishes national sins by national 
calamities. Ho lamented that some of our 
Eastern brethren had, from a lust of gain, cm- 
barked in this nefarious traffic. As to the 
States being in possession of the right to im- 
port, this was the case with many other rights, 
now to be properly given up. He held it es- 
sential, in every point of view, that the General 
Government should have power to prevent the 
increase of slavery. 

Mr. Ellsworth, as he had never owned a 
slave, could not judge of the effects of slavery 
on character. lie said, however, that if it was 
to be considered in a moral light, wc ought to 
go further, and free those already in the coun- 
try. As slaves also multiply so fast in Virginia 
and Maryland that it is cheaper to raise than 
import them, whilst in the sickly rice swamps 
foreign supplies are necessary, if we go no fur- 
ther than is urged, we shall be unjust towards 
South Carolina and Georgia. Let us not in- 
termeddle. As population increases, poor la- 
borers will be so plenty as to render slaves 
useless. Sla.vcry, in time, will not be a spook 
in our country. Provision is ah'cady maije in 
Connecticut for abolishing it. And the aboli- 
tion has already taken place in MassacluisetU. 
As to the danger of insurrections from foreign 
influence, that will become a motive to kind 
treatment of the slaves. 

Mr. Pinckney. If slavery be wrong, it is 
justified by the example of all the world. He 
cited the cases of Greece, Rome, and other 
ancient States ; the sanction given by France, 
England, Holland, and other modern States. 
In all ages, one-half of mankind have been 
.slaves. If the Southern States were let alone, 
they will probably of themselves stop importa- 
tion. He would himself, as a citizen of Soutb 
Carolina, vote for it. An attempt to take away 
the right, as proposed, will produce serious ob- 
jections to the Constitution, which he wished 
to see adopted. Gen. Pinckney declared it to 
be his firm opinion, that if himself and all his 
colleagues were to sign the Constitution, and 
use their personal influence, it would be of no 
avail towards obtaining the assent of their 
constituents. South Carolina and Georgia 
cannot do without slaves. As to Virginia, slie 
will gain by stopping the importations. Her 
slaves will rise in value, and she has more than 
she wants. It would be unequal to require 
South Carolina and Georgia to confederate on 
such unequal terms. He said the royal assent, 
before the Revolution, had never been refused 
to South Carolina, as to Virginia. He con- 
tended that the importation of slaves would be 
for the interest of the whole Union. The more 
slaves, the more produce to employ the carry- 
ing trade; the more consumption also; o.m 



Olo more of this, tho niore r6venue for the com- 



mon treasury. ' He admitted it to be reasona- 
ble that slaves shoultl be dutied, like other im- 
ports; but should consider w rejection of the 
clause as an exclusion of South Carolina from 
the Union. 

Mr. Baldwin had conceived national objects 
alouc to be before the Convcntion-r-not such 
as, like the present, were of a local nature. 
Georgia was decided on this point. That State 
has always hitherto supposed .1' General Gov- 
ernment 10 be the pursuit of the central States, 
who wished to have a vortex'^ for everything ; 
that hor distance would preclude her from 
equal advantage, aiid that she could not pru- 
dently purchase it by yielding national powers. 
Prom this, it might be Understood itt what 
light she would view an attempt to Abridge 
cue of her favorite prerogatives. If left to her- 
self, she may probably put a stop to the evil. 
As one ground for this conjecture, he took 
notice of the sect of — — , which he said was a 
respectable class of people, who carried their 
ethics beyond the mere equality of men, ox- 
temling their humanity to tbe claims of the 
whole animal creation. ^ 

Mr. Wilson observed, that if South Carolina 
and Georgia were themselves disposed; to get 
rid of the imporlation of slaves in a short time, 
as had been suggested, they would never refuse 
to unite because the importation might be pvp 
bibited. As the section now stands, all arti 
cles imported are to be taxed. Slaves alone 
are exempt. This is, in fact, a bounty on that 
article. ' 

Mr. Gerry thought we had nothing to do 
with the conduct of the States as to slaves, but 
ought to be careful not to give any sanction 
to it. 

Mr. Dickinson considered it as inadmissible, 
on every principle of honor and safety, that 
the importation of slaves shoulcK be authorized 
to the States by the Constitution. The true 
question was, whether the national happiness 
would be promoted or impeded by the import- 
ation; and this question ought to be left to the 
National Government, not to the States par- 
ticularly interested. If England and France 
permit slavery, slavfes are, ar, the same time, 
excluded from both those kingdoms. Greece 
and Rome were made unhappy by theic slaves. 
He could not believe that the* Southern States 
would refuse to confederate on the account 
apprehended, especially as the power was not 
nkely to be immediately exercised by the 
'ueneral Government. . . : 

Mr. Williamson stated the law of North Car- 
olina on the subject— to wit : that it did not 
Qirectly prohibit the importation of slaves. It 
imposed a duty of £5 on each slave imported 
irom Africa, £10 on each from elsewhere, and 
£uO on each from a State licensing manumis- 
sion. He thought the Southern States could 
not be members of the Union, if the clause 
should be rejected; and that it'was wrong to 
lorce anything down, not absolutely necessary, 
^^J ^vhich any State must disagree to. 

Mr. King thought the subject should be con- 



sidered in a political light only. • If Uyo States 
will not agree to tho Constitution, as stated 
on one side, he could aflirm witlj equal belief, 
on the other, that, great tind equal opposition 
vf^ould be experienced from the other States. 
He remarked or the cxemptiou of slaves from 
duty, whilst every other import wa;s subjected 
to it, as an iiiequality that could not fail to 
strike the commercial sagacity of the North 
ern and Middle States. 

Mr. Laugdon was, strenuous for giving the 
power to the General Government, could 
not, v/ith a good conscience, leave it ^rlth the 
States, wiiQ could then go on with the traffic, 
without being restrained by the opinions hero 
givcn,.:that they will themseli'es ceasc to im- 
port slaves^ 

General Pirickncy thouj^ht himself bound to 
declare candidly that he did not think South 
Carolina wouid stop her, importation of slaves 
in any short time; but only stop them occa- 
sionally, as she now does.- lie moved to com- 
mit the clause, that slaves might be made 
)liable to an equal tax with other imports; 
which he thought right, and which Avould re- 
move one difficulty that bad been started. 

Mr. Rutledge. If the Convention thinks that 
North Carolina, South Oo^rolina, a-nd Georgia, 
will never agree to the plan, unless their right 
to import slaves be untouched, the expectation 
is vain. The people of those States will never 
be such fools as to give up so important an 
interest. He was streiiuous against striking 
out the section, and seconded the motion of 
General Pinckney for a commitment. 

Mr. Gouverneur Morris wished the whole 
subject to be committed, including the clauses 
relating to taxes on exports, and to a naviga- 
tion act. These things may form a bargain 
among the Northern and Southern States. 

Mr. Butler declared that he never would 
agree to the pow'er taxing exports. 

Mr. Sherman said it was better to let the 
Southern States import slaves than to part 
with them, if they made that a smc qua non. 
He was opposod to a f x on slaves imported, 
as making the matter Avorse, because it implied 
they were propert3\ He acknowledged that if 
the poAver of prohibiting the importation should 
be given to the General Government, that it 
would be exercised. He thought it would be 
its duty^o exercise the power. 

Mr. Read was for the commitment, provided 
the clause concerning taxes on exports should 
also be commited. 

Mr. Sherman observed that that clause had 
been agreed to, and therefore could not be 
committed. 

^Ir. Randolph was for committing, in order 
that some middle ground might, if possible, be 
found. He could never agree to the clause as 
it stands. He would sooner risk the Constitu- 
tion. He dAvelt on the dilemma to which the 
Convention was exposed. By agreeing to the 
clause, it would revolt the Quakers, the Meth- 
odists, and many others in the States having 
no slaves. On the other hand, two States 
might be lost to the Union. Let us, then, he 
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said, try the chances of a commitment. — Pages 
1388 to 1396. 

The report of the committee of eleven (see 
Friday, the 24th) being taken up — 

General Piuckney moved to strike out the 
word.s, "the year eighteen hundred,"' as the 
year limiting the importation of slaves : and 
to insert the words, " the year eighteen hun- 
dred and eight." 

]Mv. Gorham seconded the motion. 

Mr. Madison. Twenty years will produce 
all the mischief that can be apprehended from 
the libcrtj' to import slaves. So long a term 
will be more dishonorable to the American 
character, than to say nothing about it in the 
Constitution. 

On the motion, which passed in the affirm- 
ative : 

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecti- 
cut, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, aye; New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Virginia, no; 4. 

Mr. Gouverneur Morris was for making the 
clause read at once, "the importation of slaves 
into North Carolina, South Carolina, iind Geor- 
gia, shall not be prohibited," <fcc. This, he 
said, would be most fair, and would avoid the 
ambiguity by which, under the power with re- 
gard to naturalization, the liberty reserved to 
the States might be defeated. He wished it to 
bo ktiov\'n, also, that this part of the Constitu- 
tion was a compliance with those States. If 
the change of language, however, should be 
objected to by the members fi'om those States, 
he should not urge it. 

Col. Mason was not against using the term 
" slaves," but against naming North CaroUna, 
Snuth Carolina, and Georgia, lest it should 
give offence to the people of those States, 

Mr. Sherman liked a description better than 
the terms proposed, which had been declined 
by the old Congress, and were not pleasing to 
some people. 

Mr. Clymer concurred with Mr. Sherman. 

Mr. Williamson said, that both in opinion 
and practice he was against slavery; but 
thought it more in favor of humanity, from a 
view of all circumstances, to let in South Car- 
oliaa and Georgia on those terms, than to ex- 
clude them from the Union. 

Mr. Gouverneur Morris withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Dickinson wished the clause to be con- 
fined to the States which had not themselves 
prohibited the importation of slaves; and, for 
that purpose, moved to amend the clause so as 
to read: "The importation of slaves into such 
of the States as shall permit the same, shall 
not be prohibited by the Legislature of the 
United States until the year 1808;" which was 
disagreed to, nem. con. 

The first part of tlie report was then agreed 
to, amended as follows: 

"The migration or importation of such per- 
sons as the several States nov,' existing shall 
think proper to admit, shall uot be prohibited 
by the Legislature prior to the year 1808." 

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecti- 



cut, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, aye; T. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Virginia, no ; 4. 

Mr. Baldwin, in order to restrain and more 
explicitly define "the average duty," moved 
to strike out of the second part the words 
" average of the duties laid on imports," and 
insert, " common impost on articles not enu- 
merated ; " which was agreed to, nem. con, 

Mr. Sherman was against this second part, 
as acknowledging men to be property, by tax- 
ing them as such, under the character of 
slaves. 

Mr. King and Mr. Langdon considered this 
as the price of the first part. 

Gen. Piuckney admitted that it was so. 
Col. Mason. Not to tax, will be equivalen* 
to a bounty on the importation of slaves. 

Mr. Gorham thought that Mr. Shsrnian 
should consider the duty not as implying that 
slaves are property, but as a discouragement 
to the importation of them. 

'Slv. Gouverneur Morris remarked that, as the 
clause now stands, it implies that the Legiskv- 
ture may tax freemen imported. 

Mr. Sherman, in answer to Mr. Gorham, ob- 
served that the smallness of the duty showed 
revenue io be the object, not the discourage- 
ment of the importation. 

Mr. MADISON THOUGHT IT WRONG TO 
ADMIT, IN THE CONSTITUTION, THE IDEA 
THAT THERE COULD EE PROPERTY LX 
MEN. THE REASON OF DUTIES DID NOT 
HOLD, AS SLAVES ARE NOT, LIKE MER- 
CHANDISE, CONSUMED, kc— .Pages 1427 to 
1430. 

Mr. Piuckney, urging the propriety of secu- 
ring the benefit of the habeas corpus in the most 
ample manner, moved that it should not be 
suspended but on the most urgent occasions; 
and then only for a limited time, uot exceed- 
ing twelve months. 

Mr. Rutledge was for declaring the habeas 
corjnis inviol.ate. He did not conceive that a 
suspension could ever be necessary, at the sa-nie 
time, through all the States. 

Mr. Gouverneur Morris moved that "the 
privilege of the writ of habeas carpus'"' shall not 
be suspended, unless where, in cases of rebel- 
lion or invasion, the public safety may require 
it." 

Mr. Wilson doubted whether, . in any ease, a 
suspension could be necessary; as the discre- 
tion now exists with Judges, in most import- 
ant cases, to keep in jail or admit to bail. 

The first part of Mr. Gouverneur Morris's 
motion, to the word "unless/' was agreed to, 
jwn. con. On the remaining part : 

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecti- 
cut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, aye;' 7. North Carolina, South Caroli- 
na, Georgia, no; 3. — Pages 1441-2. 
Article 14 was then taken up. 
* General Piuckney was not satisfied with it. 
He seemed to wish some provision should oe 
included in favor of property in slaves. 
On the question on article 14 : _ 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut. 
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New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, aye; 9. South Car- 
olina, no; 1. Georgia, divided. 

Mr. Butler and Mr. Pinckney moved to re- 
quire "fugitive slaves and servants to be de- 
livered up like criminals." 

Mr. Wilson. This would oblige the Execu- 
tive of the State to do it at the public expense. 

Mr. Sherman saw no more propriety in the 
public seizing and surrendering a slave or ser- 
vant, than a horse. 

Mr, Butler withdrew his proposition, in or- 
der that some particular provision might be 
made, apart from this article. — Pages 144T-8. 

General Pinckney said it was the tvue inter- 
est of the Southern States to have no regula- 
tion of commerce; but considering the loss 
brought on the commerce of the Eastern States 
by the Revolution, their liberal conduct to- 
wards the views * of South Carolina, and the 
interest the weak Southern States had in be- 
ing united with the strong Eastern States, he 
thought it proper that no fetters should be 
imposed on the power of making commercial 
regulations; and that his constituents, though 
prejudiced against the Eastern States, would 
be reconciled to this liberality. He had him- 
self, he said, prejudices against the Eastern 
Stiites before he came here, but would ac- 
knowledge that he had found them as liberal 
and candid as any men whatever. — Page 1451. 

The report of the committee for striking out 
section 6, requiring two-thirds of each House 
to pass a navigation act, was then agreed to, 
nm. con. 

Mr. Butler moved to insert, after article 15, 
"If any person, bound to service or labor in 
any of the United States, shall escape into an- 
other State, he or she shall not be discharged 
from such service or labor, in consequence of 
any regulations subsisting in the State to which 
they escape, but shall be delivered up to the 
person justly claiming their service or labor;" 
which was agreed to, nem. con. — Page 1456. 

Mr. Madison moved to postpone the consid- 
eration of the amended proposition, in order 
to take up the following: 

" The Legislature of the United States, when- 
' ever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem 
I necessary, or on the application of two-thirds 
' of the Legislatures of the severjil States, shall 
'propose amendments to this Constitution. 
I Which shall be valid to all intents and pur- 
\ poses as part thereof, when the same shall 
I have been ratified by three-fourths, at least, 
I of the Legislatures of the several States, or 
^ by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as 
^ one or the other mode of ratification may be 
proposed by the Legislature of the United 
' States." 

Mr. Hamilton seconded the motion. 

Mr. Rutledge said he never could agree to 

nntiii^ permissioa to import slaves. An 

5U„J?, u^l."S ?" ^'^o subjects of navigation and 
I ninn^ nad taken place between those parts of the 
in<r « ?, ^^P'aina the vote on the moiion depend- 
0 hers language of General Pinckney and 



give a power by which the articles relating to 
slaves might be altered by the States not inter- 
ested in that property, and prejudiced against 
it. In order to obviate this objection, these 
words were added to the proposition : 

Provided, That no amendments which may 
' be made prior to the year 1808 shall in any 
' manner affect the fourth and fifth sections of 
' the seventh article." 

The postponement being agreed to, 

On the question on the proposition of Mr. 
Madison and Mr. Hamilton, as amended : 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, N. Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, aye ; 9. Delaware, 
no; 1. New Hampshire, divided. — Page 1535. 

Article 1, section 2: 

On motion of Mr. Randolph, the word "ser- 
vitude" was struck out, and "service" unani- 
mously inserted — the former being thought to 
express the condition of slaves, and the latter 
the obligations of free persons. 

Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Wilson moved to 
strike out "and direct taxes," from article 1, 
section 2, as improperly placed in a clause re- 
lating merely to the constitution of the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr, Gouverneur Morris. The insertion here 
was in consequence of what had passed on 
this point—in order to exclude the appearance 
of counting the negroes in the representation. 
The including of them may now be referred to 
the object of direct taxes, and incidentally only 
to that of representation. 

On the motion to strike out "and direct 
taxes " from this place : 

New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, aye; 3. 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, no; 8. — Pages 1569-^TO. 

Article 4, section 2, (the third paragraph,) 
4;he term "legally" was struck out, and the 
words "under the laws thereof" inserted, after 
the word "State," in compliance with the wiah 
of some, who thought the term " legal " equiv- 
ocal, and favoring the idea that slavery was 
legal in a moral view. — Page 1589. 

Mr. Sherman expressed his fears that three- 
fourths of the States might be brought to do 
things fatal to particular States — as abolishing 
them altogether, or depriving them of their 
equality in the Senate. He thought it reason- 
able that the proviso in favor of the States 
importing slaves should be extended, so as to 
provide that no State should be affected in its 
internal police, or deprived of its equality in 
the Senate. — Pages 1590-91, 

Mr. Sherman moved, according to his idea 
above expressed, to annex to the end of the 
article a further proviso, "that no State shall, 
without its consent, be afTected in its internal 
police, or deprived of its equal suffrage in the 
Senate." 

Mr. Madison. Begin with thes. 3 special pro- 
visos, and every State will insist on them, for 
their boundaries, exports; &c. 

On motion of Mr. Sherman: 

Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, aye; 3. 
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Ne-w Hampshire, Massachusetts, Pcn?jsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Car- 
olina, Georgia, no; 8. — Page 1592. 



ELLIOTT'S DEBATES, VOL. IL 

Debates zr. Viryivia State Convention, called to 
ratify the Constitution. 

Governor Randolph. I am informed, and I 
believe rightly, because I derive my informa- 
tion from those whose knoAvledge is most re- 
spectable, that Virginia is in a very unhappy 
position with respect to the access of foes by 
sea, though happily situated for commerce. 
This being her situation by sea, let us look at 
land. She has frontiers adjoining the States 
of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and North Caro- 
lina. Two of those States have declared them- 
selves members of the Union. Will she be in- 
accessible to the inhabitants of those States ? 
Cast your eyes to the Western country, that 
is inhabited by cruel savages, j'our natural 
enemies. Besides their natural propensity to 
barbarity, they may be excited by the gold of 
foreign enemies to commit the most horrid 
ravages on your people. Our great and in- 
creasing population is one remedy to this evil ; 
but being scattered thinly over so extensive a 
country, how difficult is it to collect their 
strength or defend the country. This is one 
point of weakness. I wish, for the honor of my 
countrymen, that it was the only one. ' There 
is another circumstance which renders us more 
vulnerable. Are wc not weakened by the pop- 
ulation of those whom we hold in slavery? 
The day may come when they may make im- 
pression upon us. Gentlemen who have been 
long accustomed to the contemplation of the 
subject, think there is a cause of alarm in this 
case. The number of those peo])le, compared 
to that of the whites, is in an immense pro- 
portion: their number amounts to 230,000, 
that of the whites only to 352,000. — Pages 
80, 81. 

Mr. Mason. We are told, in strong lan- 
guage, of dangers to which we will be exposed, 
unless we adopt this Constitution, Among 
the rest, domestic safety is said to be in danger. 
Thia Government does not attend to our do- 
mestic safety. It authorizes the importation 
of slaves for twenty odd years, and thus con- 
tinues upon us that nefarious trade. Instead 
of securing and protecting us, the continua- 
tion of this detestable trade adds daily to our 
weakness. Though this evil is increasing, 
there is no clause in the Constitution that will 
prevent the Northern and Eastern States from 
meddling with our whole property of that 
kind. There is a clause to prohibit the import 
ation of slaves after twenty years ; but there is 
no provision made for securing to the South 
crn States those they now possess. It is far 
from being a desirable property. But it will 
involve us in great difficulties and infelicity to 
be now deprived of them. There ought to be 
a clause in the Constitution, to secure us that 
property which Ave have acquired under our 



former laws, and the loss of which would bring 
ruin on a great many people. 

Mr. Lee, of Westmoreland. The honorable 
gentleman abominates it, because it does not 
prohibit the importation of slaves, and because 
it does not secure the continuance of the exist- 
ing slavery! Is it not obviously inconsistent 
to criminate it for two contradictor}' reasons? 
I submit it to the consideration of the gentle- 
man, whether, if it be reprehensible in the one 
case, it can be censurable in the other. Mr. 
Lec then concluded, by earnestly recommend- 
ing to the committee to proceed regularly.— 
Page il2. 

Mr. Pendleton. I am unfortunate enough 
to diffijr from the worthy member in anotlier 
circumstance. He professes himself an advo- 
cate for middling and lower classes of men. I 
profess to be a friend to the equal liberty of ail 
men — from the palace to the cottage — without 
any other distinction than between good and 
bad men. I appeal to my public life and pri- 
vate behaviour, to decide whether I departed 
from this rule. Since distinctions have been 
brought forth and communicated to the audi- 
ence, and will be therefore disseminated, I beg 
gentlemen to take with them this observation, 
that distinctions have been produced by tbe 
opposition. From the friends of the new Gov- 
ernment they have heard none. None such 
arc to be found in the organization of the pa- 
per before me. 

Why bring into the debate the whims of 
writers — introducing the distinction of well 
born from others ? I consider every man "n-el! 
born who comes into the world with an intel- 
ligent mind, and with all his parts perfect. I 
am an advocate for fixing our Government on 
true republican principles, giving to the poor 
man free liberty in his person and property.— 
Page 212. 

Mr. Henry. It is exceedingly painful to me 
to be objecting, but I must make a few obser- 
vations. I shall not again reviev.- the cata- 
logue of dangers which the honorable gentle- 
man entertained us with. They appear to me 
absolutely imaginary. They have, in my con- 
ception, been proved to be such. But sure I 
am, that the dangers of this system are real, 
when those who have no similar interests with 
the people of this country are to legislate for 
us — when our dearest interests are left in the 
power of those whose advantage it may be to 
infringe them. How will the quotas of troops 
be furnished? Hated as requisitions are, your 
Federal officers cannot collect troops like dol- 
lars, and carry them in their pockets. You 
must make those abominable requisitions for 
them, and the scale will be in proportion to tbe 
number of your blacks as well as your whites, 
unless they violate the constitutional rule of 
apportionment. This is not calculated to rouse 
the fears of the people. It is founded in truth. 
How oppressive and dangerous must this be to 
the Southern States, who alone have slaves! 
This will render their proportion infinitely 
greater than that of the Northern States. It 
has been openly avowed that this shall be tbe 
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rule. 1 will appeal to .the judgments of the 
committee, whether there be danger. — Pages 
240, 241. 

Mr. Henry. He told gentlemen that these 
clauses were sufficient to shake all their impli- 
cation. For, says he, if Congress had no power 
bat what was given to them, why restrict them 
by negative words? Is not the clear implica- 
tion this — that if these restrictions were not 
inserted, they could have performed what they 
prohibit? The worthy member had said that 
Congress ought to have power to protect all, 
and had given this system the highest enco- 
mium ; but still insisted that the power over 
the militia was concurrent. To obviate the 
fviiility of this doctrine, Mr. Henry alleged that 
it was not reducible to practice. Examine it, 
says he, reduce it to practice. Suppose an 
insurrection in Virginia, and suppose there be 
danger apprehended of an insurrection in an- 
otlici' State, from the exercise of the Govern- 
ment: or, suppose a national war, and there 
be discontent among the people of this State, 
that produces or threatens an insurrection; 
suppose Congress, in either case, demands a 
number of militia, Avill they not be obliged to 
go? Where are your reserved rights, when 
your militia go to a neighboring State? Which 
call is to be obeyed, the Congressional call, or 
the call of the State Legislature? The call of 
Congress must be obeyed. I need not remind 
this committee, that the sweeping clause will 
cause their demands to be submitted to. This 
clause enables them ''to make all laws which 
shall be necessary and proper to carry into 
execution all the powers vested by this Consti- 
tution in the Government of the United States, 
or in any department or officer thereof." Mr. 
Chairman, I will turn to another clause, which 
relates to the same subject, and tends to show 
the fallacy of their argument. The tenth sec- 
tion of tne first article, to which reference was 
made by the worthy member, militates against 
himself. It says, that " no State shall engage 
in war. unless actually invaded." If you give 
this clause a fair construction, what is the true 
meaning of it? What does this relate to ? Not 
domestic insurrections, but war. If the coun- 
try be invaded, a State may go to war, but 
cannot suppress insurrections. If there should 
"appen an insurrection of slaves, the country 
cannot be said to be invaded. They cannot 
therefore suppress it, without the interposition 
of Congress. The fourth section of the fourth 
article expressly directs, that in case of domes- 
tic violence. Congress shall protect the State, 
on 'ipplication of the Legislature or Executive ; 
and the eighth section of the first article gives 
(-ongross poAver to call forth the militia, to 
•i"ell insurrections. There cannot, therefore, 
'"G a concurrent poAver. The State Legislatui-es 
0"ght to have power to call forth the efforts of 
|nilitia, when necessary. Occasions for call- 
ing thorn out may be urgent, pressing, and in- 
Jtantatieous. The States cannot now call them, 
" 'in insurrection be ever so perilous, without 
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''n application to Congress, ' So lontr a delay 
way be fatal—Pai/c 315. 



Mr. G. Nicholas. Another worthy member 
says there is no power in the States to quell 
an insurrection of slaves. Have they it now ? 
If they have, does the Constitution take it 
away ? If it does, it must he in one of the 
three clauses which have been mentioned by 
the worthy member. The first clause gives 
the General Government pcrwer to call them 
out when necessary. Does this take it away 
from the States? No; but it gives an addi- 
tional security; for, beside the power in the 
State Governments to use their own militia, it 
will be the duty of the General Government to 
aid them with the strength of the Union Avhen 
called for. No part of this Constitution can 
show that this power is taken away. 

But an argujnent is drawn from that clause 
which says that "No State shall engage in w.'ir 
tmless actually invaded, or in such immincat 
danger as will not admit of delay? What 
does this prohibition amount to? It must be 
a war with a foreign enemy that the States are 
prohibited from making, for the exception to 
the restriction proves it. The restriction in- 
cludes only offensive hostility, as they are at 
liberty to engage in war when invaded, or in 
imminent danger. They are therefore not re- 
strained from quelling domestic insurrections, 
which are totally different from making war 
with a foreign Power. But the great thing to 
be dreaded is, that during an insurrection, the 
militia will be called out from the State. This 
is his kind of argument. Is it possible that at 
such a time the General Government would 
order the militia to be called? ,,It is a ground-, 
less objection, to work on gentlemen's appre- 
hensions within these walls. As to the fourth 
article, it was introduced wholly for the par- 
ticular aid of the States. A republican form 
of government is guarantied, and protectijon 
is secured against invasion and domestic vio- 
lence, on application. Is not this a guard as 
strong as possible? Does it not exclude the 
unnecessary interference of Congress in busi- 
ness of this sort? — Page 318. 

Sec. 9. The migration or importiition of 
such persons as any of the Slates now existing 
shall think proper to admit, shall not be pro- 
hibited by the Congress prior to the year one 
thovisand eight hundred and eight; but a tax 
or duty may he imposed on such importation, 
not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 

Mr. George Mason. Mr. Chairman, this is 
a fatal section, which has created nioix- dan- 
gers than any other. The first clau.-;- allows 
the importation of slaves for twenty years. 
Under the Royal Government this evil was 
looked upon as a great oppression, and mi'.ny 
attempts were made to prevent it; but tli • in- 
terest of the African merchants pri^vciii! .1 its 
prohibition. No sooner did the -ii 
take place, than it was thought of. li >v 
one of the great causes of our separali<Mi :':■(, ;a 
Great Britain. Its exclusion has b a ;:! lr:- 
cipaK object of this State and n.o.-t o! u;'.- 
States in the Union. The augmi ii^'.ii'.-! ;f 
slaves weakens the States, and such a i.-^ 
diabolical in itself and disgraceful in lu.iiiklj.u. 
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Yet, by this Coustitution, it is continued for 
twenty years. As much as I value an union of 
all the States, I would not admit the Southern 
States into the Union, unless they agree to the 
discontinuance of this disgraceful trade, be- 
cause it would bring weakness and not strength 
to the Union. And, though this infamous 
traffic be continued, we have no security for 
the property of that kind which we have al- 
ready. There is no clause in this Constitution 
to secure it; for they xwiiy lay such tax as will 
amount to manumission. And should the 
Government be amended, still this detestable 
kind of commerce cannot be discontinued till 
after the expiration of twenty years ; for the 
fifth article, which provides for amendments, 
expressly excepts this clans*;. I have ever 
looked upon this as a moat disgraceful thing 
to America. I cannot express my detestation 
of it. Yet they have not secured us the prop- 
erty of the slaves we have already; so that 
" they have done what they ought not to have 
done, and have left undone what they ought 
to have done." 

Mr. Madison, Mr. Chairman, I should con- 
ceive this clause to be impolitic, if it were one 
of the things which could be excluded without 
encountering greater evils. The Southern 
States would not have entcied into the Union 
of America, without the temporary permission 
of that trade ; and if they were excluded from 
the Union, the consequences might be dreadful 
to them and to us. We are not in a worse 
situation than before. That traffic is prohibited 
%by our laws, and we may continue the prohi- 
bition. The Union in general is not in a worse 
situation. Under the Articles of Confederation 
it might be continued forever; but by this 
clause an end may be put to it after twenty 
years. There is. therefore, an amelioration of 
our circumstances. A tax may be laid in the 
mean time ; but it is limited, otherwise Con- 
gress might lay such a tax as would amount to 
a prohibition. From the mode of representa- 
tion and taxation, Congress cannot lay such a 
tax on slaves as will amount to manumission. 
Another clause secures us that property which 
we now possess. At present, if any slave 
elopes to any of those States where slaves are 
free, he becomes emancipated by their laws ; 
for the laws of the States are uncharitable to 
one another in this respect. Bat in this Con- 
stitution, ">yo person held to service or labor 
in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping 
into another, shall, in consequence of any law 
or regulation therein, be discharged from, such 
.<«Grvicc or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or 
Ribor may be due." This clause was expressly 
inserted to enable owners of slaves to reclaim 
them. This is a better security than any that 
now exists. Xo power is given to the General 
Government to interfere with respect to the 
property in slaves now held by the States. 
The taxation of this State being equal only to 
its representation, such a tax cannot be laid 
as he supposes. They cannot prevent the im- 
portation of slaves for twenty years, but after 



that period they can. ' The gentlemen ft cm. 
South Carolina and Georgia argued in this 
menner: "We have now liberty to import this 
species of property, and much of the property 
now possessed has been purchased or other- 
wise acquired in contemplation of improving 
it by the assistance of imported slaves. What 
would be the consequence of hinder hig us 
from it? The slaves of Virginia would rise in 
value, and we would be obliged to go fo your 
markets." I need not expatiate on tl. is , sub- 
ject. Great as the evil is, a dismemoermcnt 
of the Union would be worse. If thoue States 
should disunite from, the otfcer States, foi'^ not 
including them in the temporary continuance 
of this traffic, they might solicit and obtain aid 
from foreign Powers. 

Mr. Tyler warmly enlarged on the impolicy, 
iniquity, and disgracefulness, of this wicked 
traffic. He thought the reasons urged by gen- 
tlemen in defence of it were inconclusive and 
ill-founded. It was one cause of the com- 
plaints against British tyranny, that this trade 
was permitted. The Revolution had put a 
period to it; but now it was to be revived. 
Ee thought nothing could justify it. This 
temporary restriction on Congress militated, 
in his opinion, against the arguments of gen- 
tlemen on the other side, that what was not 
given up was retained by the States ; for that, 
if this restriction had not been inserted, Con- 
gress could have prohibited the African trade. 
The power of prohibiting it was not expressly 
delegated to them; yet they would have had 
it by implication, if this restraint had not been 
provided. This seemed to him to clemonstrato 
most clearly the necessity of restraining them, by 
a bill of rights, from infringing our inalienable 
rights. It was immaterial whether the bill of 
rights was by itself, or included in the Consti- 
tution. But he contended for it, one way or 
the other. It would be justified in our own 
example, and that of England. His earnest 
desire was, that it should be handed down to 
posterity, that he had opposed this wicked 
clause. — Paffes 335, 336. 

Mr. Madison was surprised that any gentle- 
tt'an shonld return to the clauses which had 
already been discussed. He begged the gen- 
tleman to read the clauses which gave the 
power of exclusive legislation, and he might 
see that nothing could be done without the 
consent of the States. With respect to the 
supposed operation of what was denominated 
the sweeping clause, the gentleman, he said, 
was mistaken; for it only extended to the 
enumerated powers. Should Congress attempt 
to extend it to any power not enumerated, it 
would not be warranted by the clause. As to 
the restriction in the clause under considera- 
tion, it was a restraint on the exercise of a 
power expressly delegated to Congress, viz: 
that of regulating commerce with foreign 
nations. 

Mr. Henry insisted that the' insertion of 
these restrictions on Congress was a plain 
demonstration that Congress should exercise 
powers by implication. The gentleman had 
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admitted that Congress could ]aa.ve interdicted 
the African trade, were it not for this restric- 
tion. If so, the power, not having been ex- 
pressly delegated, must be obtained by impli- 
cation. He demanded, where, then, was their 
doctrine of reserved rights? He Avished for 
negative clauses, to prevent them from assum- 
ing any powers but those expressly given. He 
asked why it was omitted to secm*e us that 
property in slaves which we hold now? He 
feared , its omission was done with design. 
The;^ might lay such heavy taxes on slaves as 
would amount to emancipation, and then the 
Southern ^tates would be the only sufferers. 
His opinion was confirmed by the mode of 
levying money. Congress, he observed, had 
power to lay and collect taxes, imposts, and 
excises. Imposts (or duties) and excises were 
to be uniform. But this uniformity did not 
extend to taxes. This might compel the South- 
ern States to liberate their negroes. He wished 
this property, therefore, to be guarded. He 
cousidered the clause which had been adduced 
by the gentleman as a security for this property, 
as no security at all. It was no more than 
this — ^t,bat a runaway negro could be taken up 
iu Maryland or New York. This could not 
prevent Congress from interfering with that 
property, by laying a grievous and enormous 
tax on it, so as to compel owners to emanci- 
pate their slaves rather than pay the tax. He i 
apprehended it Avould be productive of much 
stock-jobbing, and that they would play into 
one another's hands in such a manner as that 
this property would be lost to the country. 

Mr. George Nicholas wondered that gentle- 
men who were against slavery would be op- 
posed to this clause ; as, after that period, the 
slave trade would be done away. He asked if 
gentlemen did not see the inconsistency of their 
arguraents? Tley object, says he, to the Con- 
stitution, because the slave trade is laid open 
for twenty odd years; and yet tell you that, 
by some latent operation of it, the slaves, who 
are so now, will be manumitted. At the same 
moment it is opposed for being promotive and 
destructive of slavery. He contended that it 
was advantageous to Virginia that it should 
be in the power of Congress to prevent the im- 
porta,tion of slaves after twenty years, as it 
would then put a period to the evil complained 
of. As the Southern States would not con- 
federate without this clause, he asked if gen- 
tlemen would rather dissolve the Confederacy 
than to sutler this temporary inconvenience, 
admitting it to be such? Virginia might con- 
tinue the prohibition of such importation du- 
ring the intermediate period, and would be 
benefitted by it, as a tax of ten dollars on each 
slave might be laid, of which she would receive 
a share. He endeavored to obviate the objec- 
tion of gentlemen, that the restriction on Con- 
gress was a proof that they would have power 
iiot given them, by remarking that they would 
only have had a general superintendency of 
trade, if the restriction had not been inserted. 
But the Southern States insisted on this ex- 
ception to that general superintendency for 



twenty years. It could not, therefore, have 
been a power by implication, as the restrictipn 
was an exception from a delegated poAver. 
The taxes could not, as had been, suggested, 
bo laid so high on negroes as to amount to 
emancipation; because taxation and repre- 
sentation were fixed according to the census 
established in the Constitution. The excep- 
tion of taxes from the uniformity annexed to 
duties and excises, could not have the opera- 
tion contended for by the gentlemen ; because 
other clauses had clearly and positiA'ely fixed 
the census. Had taxes been uniform, it would 
have been universally objected to; for no one 
object could be selected Avithput involving 
great inconvenixinces and oppressions. Bat. 
says Mr. Nicholas, is it from the General Gov- 
vernment Ave are to fear emancipation? Gen- 
tlemen Avill recollect Avhat I said in another 
House, and Avhat other gentlemen have said 
that advocated emancipation. Give me leave 
to say, that that clause is a great security for 
our slave tax. I can tell the committee tluii 
the people of our country are reduced to beg- 
gary by the taxes on negroes. Had this Con- 
stitution been adopted, it would not have been 
the case. The taxes Avere laid on ail our ne- 
groes. By this system, two-fifths are exempted. 
He then added, that he had imagined gentle- 
men Avould not support here Avhat they had 
opposed in another place. 

Mr. Henry replied, that though the propor- 
tion of each Avas to be fixed by the census, and 
three-fifths of the slaves only were included 
in the enumeration, yet the proportion of Vir- 
ginia, being once fixed, might be laid on blacks, 
and blacks only ; for the mode of raising the 
proportion of each State being to be dire.cted 
by Congress, they might make slaves the sole 
object to raise it. Personalities he wished to 
take leave of; they had nothing to do with 
the question, which was solely whether that 
paper was wrong or not. 

Mr. Nicholas replied, that negroes must be 
considered as persons or property. If as prop- 
erty, the proportion of taxes to be laid on them 
Avas fixed in the Constitution. If he appre- 
hended a poll tax on negroes, the Constitution 
had prevented it; for, by the census, where a 
Avhite man paid ten shillings, a negro paid 
but six shillings ; for the exemption of two- 
fifths of them reduced it to that proportion. — 
I Page 337. 

I Mr. George Mason said, that gentlemen might 
I think themselves secured by the restriction in 
. the fourth clause, that no capitation or other 
i direct tax should be laid, but in proportion to 
\ the census before directed to be taken ; but 
that, when maturely considered, it would bo 
\ found to be no security whatever. It Ava^: 
nothing but a direct assertion, or mere con- 
firmation, of the clause Avhich fixed the ratio 
of taxes and representation. It only meant 
that the quantum to be raised of each State 
' should be in proportion to their numbers, in 
the manner therein directed; but the General 
Government was not precluded from laying 
the proportion of any particular State '^a any 
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one species of property tbey might think proper. 
For instance, if five hundred thousand dollars 
were to be raised, they might lay the whole of 
the proportion of the Southern States on the 
blacks, or any one species of property; so that, 
by laying taxes too heavily on slaves, they 
might totally annihilate that kind of property. 
No real security could arise from the clause, 
which provides that persons held to labor in 
one State, escaping into another, shall be de- 
livered up. This only meant that runaway 
slaves should not be protected in other States. 
As to the exclusion of ex post facto laws, it 
could not be said to create any security in this 
case ; for laying a tax on slaves would not be 
ex post facto. 

Mr. Madison replied, that even the Southern 
States, who were most affected, were perfectly 
satisfied with this provision, and dreaded no 
danger to the property they now hold. It ap- 
peared to him that the General Government 
would not intermeddle with that property for 
twenty years, but to lay a tax on every slave 
imported, not exceeding ten dollars; and that 
after the expiration of that period, they might 
prohibit the traffic altogether. The census in 
the Constitution was intended to introduce 
equality in the burdens to be laid on the com- 
munity. No gentleman objected to laying du- 
ties, imposts, and excises, uniformly ; but uni- 
formity of taxes would be subversive to the 
principles of equality; ibr that it was not pos- 
sible to select any article which would be easy 
for one State, bat wh.at would be heavy for 
another; that the proportion of each State 
being ascertained, it would be raised by the 
General Government in the most convenient 
manner for the people, and not by the oclection 
of any one particular object; that there must 
be some degree of confidence put in agents, 
or else Ave must reject a state of civil society 
altogether. Another great security to this 
property, which he mentioned, was, that five 
States were greatly interested in that species 
of property ; and there were other States which 
had some slaves, and had made no attempt or 
taken any step to take them from the people. 
There were a few slaves in New York, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut; these States would 
probably oppose any attempts to annihilate 
this species of property. Ij£ concluded, by 
observing that he would be glad to leave the 
decision of this to the committee. — Pages 
422,423. 

Mr. Henry. Among ten thousand implied 
poAvers which they may assume, they may, if 
vs 0 be engaged in war, liberate every one of 
your slaves, if they please. And this must and 
will be done by men, a majority of whom have 
not a common interest with you. They will, 
therefore, have no feeling for your interests. 
It has been repeatedly said here, that the great 
object of a National Government was national 
defence. That power which is said to be in- 
tended for security and safety, may be rendered 
detestable and oppressive. If you give power 
to the General Government to pi'ovide for the 
■general defence, the means must be commen- 



surate to the end. All the means in the pos- 
session of the people must be given to the 
Government which is intrusted with the pub- 
lic defence. In this State there are 236,000 
blacks, and there are many in several other 
States ; but there are f«w or none in the North- 
ern States ; and. yet, if the Northern States shall 
be of opinion that our numbere are numberless, 
they may call forth every national resource. 
May Congress not say that every black man must 
fight? Did we not see a little of this last jvar? 
We were not so hard pushed as to make eman- 
cipation general; but acts of Assembly passed, 
that every slave who would go to the army 
should be free. Another thing will contribute 
to bring this event about: slavery is detested— 
we feel its fatal effects— we deplore it with all 
the pity of humanity. Let all these consider- 
ations, at some future period, press with full 
force on the minds of Congress- Let that hu- 
manity, which I trust will distinguish America, . 
and the necessity of national defence — let all 
these things operate on their minds ; they -will 
search that paper, and see if they have power 
of manumission. And have they not, sir? 
Have they not power to provide for the gene- 
ral defence and welfare? May they not think 
that these call for the abolition of slavery? 
May not they pronounce all slaves free, and 
will they not be warranted by that power? 
There is no ambiguous implication, or logical 
deduction. The paper speaks to the point. 
They have the power, in clear, unequivocal 
terms, and will clearly and certainly exercise 
it. As much as I deplore slavery, I see that 
prudence forbids its abolition. I deny that 
the General Government ought to set them 
free because a decided majority of the- States 
have not the ties of sympathy and fellow-feel- 
ing for those whose interest would be affected 
by their emancipation. The majority of Con- 
gress is to the North, and the slaves are to the 
South. In this situation, I see a great deal of 
the property of the people of Virginia in jeop- 
ardy, and their peace and tranquillity gone. 
I repeat it again, that it would rejoice my very 
soul, that every one of my fellow-beings Ava3 
emancipated. As we ought, with gratitude, 
to admire that decree of Heaven which has 
numbered us among the free, we ought to la- 
ment and deplore the necessity -of holding our 
fellow-men in bondage. But is it practicable, 
by any human means, to liberate them, with- 
out producing the most dreadful and ruinous 
consequences? We ought to possess them in 
the msmner we have inherited them from our 
ancestors, as their manumission is incompati- 
ble with the felicity of the country; but we 
ought to soften, as much as possible, the rigor 
of their unhappy fate. I know that, in a va- 
riety of particular instances, the Legislature, 
listening to complaints, have admitted their 
emancipation. Let me not dwell on this sub- 
ject. I will only add, that this, as well as 
every other property of the people of Virginia, 
is in jeopardy, and put in the hands of those 
who have no similarity of situation with us. 
This is a local matter, and I can see no pro- 
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pricly in subjecting it to Congress. — Pa^/e 431. 

Gov. llandolpli. That honorable gentleman 
[Mr. Henry] and some others have insisted 
that the abolition of slavery will result from 
it, and at the same time have complained that 
it encourages its continuation. The incon- 
sistency proves, in some degree, the futility of 
their arguments. But if it bo not conclusiiA^e 
to satisfy the committee .that there is no dan- 
ger of enfranchisement taking place, I beg 
leave to refer them to the paper itself. I hope 
that there is none here who, considering the 
subject in the calm light of philosophy, will 
advance an objection dishonorable to Virginia; 
tliat at the moment they are securing the rights 
of their citizens, an objection is started, that 
there a spark of hope that those unfortunate 
men now held in bondage may, by the opera- 
tion of the General Government, be made free. 
But if any gentleman be terrilied by this ap- 
prehension, let him read the system. I ask, 
and I will ask again and again, till I be an- 
swered, (not by declamation,) Where is the part 
that has a tendency to the abolition of slavery? 
Is it the clause which says that "the migration 
or importation of such persona as any of the 
States now existing shall think proper to ad- 
mit, shall not be prohibited by Congress prior 
to the year 1808?" This is an exception from 
the power of regulating commerce, and the re- 
striction is only to continue till 1808. Then 
Congress can, by the exercise of that power, pre- 
vent future importations ; but does it affect the 
existing state of slavery? Were it right here 
to mention what passed in Convention on the 
occasion, I might tell you that the Southern 
States— even South Carolina herself— conceived 
this property to be secure by these words. I 
believe, whatever we may think here, that there 
was not a member of the Virginia delegation 
who had the smallest suspicion of the abolition 
of slavery. Go to their meaning Point out. 
the clause where this formidable power of 
emancipation is inserted. 

But another clause of the Consti tution proves 
the absurdity of the supposition. The words 
of the clause are: "No person held to service 
or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall, in conseq\iencc 
of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be de- 
nverea up, on claim of the party to whom such 
service or labor may be due." Every one 
knows that slaves are held to service and labor. 
And Avhcn authority is given to owners of 
slaves to vindicate their property, can it be 
supposed they can be deprived of it? If a citi- 
zen ot this State, in consequence of this clause, 
can take his runaway slave in Maryland, can 
It be seriously thought that, after taking him 
and bringing him home, he could be made 
free?— Ptf^e 437, 

Mr. Madison. With respect to the amend- 
ments proposed by the honorable gentleman, it 
ought to be considered bow far they are good. 
As far as they are palpably and insuperably 
Objectionable, they ought to be opposed. One 
amendment he proposes is, that any army 



which shall be necessary, shall be raised by 
the consent of two-thirds of the Stixtes. I 
most devoutly wish that there may never be 
an occasion of having a single regiment. - 
There can be no harm in declaring that stand- 
ing armies in time of peace are dangerous to 
liberty, and ought to be avoided, as far as it 
may be consistent with the protection of the 
community. But when Ave come to say that 
the national security shall depend, not on a 
majority of the people of America, but that it 
may be frustrated by less than one-third of the 
people of America, I ask if this be a safe or 
proper mode ? What part of the United States 
are most likely to stand in need of this pro- 
tection? The weak parts, which are the South- 
ern States. Will it be safe to leave the United 
States at the mercy of one-third of the States, 
a number which may comprise a very small 
proportion of the American people ?'^ They 
may all be in that part of America Avhich is 
least exposed to danger. As far as a remote 
situation from danger would render exertions 
for public defence less active, so far the South- 
ern States would be endangered. 

The regulation of commerce, he farther pro- 
posed, should depend on two-thirds of both 
Houses. I wish I could recollect the histoiy 
of this matter ; but I cannot call it to roind 
with sufficient exactness. But I well recollect 
the reasoning of some gentlemen on that sub- 
ject. It was said, and I believe with truth, 
that every part of America does not stand in 
equal need of security. It was observed that 
the Northern States were most competent to 
their own safety. Was it reasonable, asked 
they, that they should bind themselves to the 
defence of the Southern States, and still be left 
at the mercy of the minority for commercial 
advantages? Should it be in the power of the 
minority to deprive them of this and other ad- 
vantages, when they are bound to defend the 
whole Union, it might be a disadvantage for 
them to confederate. 

These were his arguments. This policy of 
guarding against political inconveniences, by 
enabling a small part of the community to op- 
pose the Government, and subjecting the ma- 
jority to a small minority, is fallacious. lu 
some cases, it may be good ; in others, it may 
be fatal. In all cases, it puts it in the power 
of the minority to decide a question which 
concerns the majority. 

I was struck with surprise w^hen I heard 
him express himself alarmed with respect to 
the emancipation of slaves. Let me ask, if 
they should even attempt it, if it will not be 
an usurpation of power? There is no power 
to warrant it, in that paper. If there be. I 
know it not. But why should it be done? 
Says the honorable gentleman, for the general 
Avelfare ; it will infuse strength into our sy.s- 
tem. Can any member of this committee sup- 
pose that it will increase our strength ? Can 
any one believe that the American Councils 
will come into a measure which will strip them 
of their property, discourage and alienate the 
affections of five-thirteenths of the Union? 
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Why Wiis nothing of this sort aimed at before? 
1 believe such an idea never entered into any 
Amevican breast, nor do I believe it ever will, 
unless itwill enter into the heads of those gen- 
tlemen who substitute unsupported suspicions 
for reasons. — Puge 452. 

ELLIOT'S DEBATES— VOL. HL 

yorih Carolina State Couvention, called to ratify 
the Constitution. 

First clause of the ninth section read, 

Mr. J. McDowall wished to hear the reasons 
of this restriction, 

Mr. Spaight answered, that there was a 
contest between the Northern and Southern 
States; that the Southern States, whose prin- 
cipal support depended on the labor of slaves, 
would not consent to the desire of the North- 
ern States to exclude the importation of slaves 
absolutely; that South Carolina and Georgia 
insisted on this clause, as they were no.w in 
want of hands to cultivate their lands ; that in 
the course of twenty .years they Avould be fully 
supplied; that the trade would be abolished 
then, and that, in the mean time, some tax or 
duty might be laid on, 

Mr. McDowall replied, that the explanation 
was just such as he expected, and by no means 
satisfactory to him, and that he looked upon 
it as a very objectionable part of the system. 

Mr, Iredell. ,Mr, Chaiimau, I rise to express 
sentiments similar to tho^c of the gentleman 
from Craven. For my, part, were it practica- 
ble to put an end to the importation of slaves 
immediately, it would give me the greatest 
pleasure, for it certainly is a trade utterly in- 
consistent with the rights of humanity, and 
under which great cruelties have been exer- 
cised. When the eutii-e abolition of slavery 
takes place, it will be an event which must be 
pleasing to every generous mind and every 
friend of human nature ; but we often wish for 
things which are not attainable. It was the 
wish of a great majority of the Convention to 
put an end to the trade immediately, but the 
States of South Carolina and Georgia would 
not agrije to it. Consider, then, what would 
M the difference between onr present situation, 
in this respect, if we do not agree to the Con- 
stitution, and what it will be if we do agree 
to it. If we do not agree to it, do we remedy 
tlie evil? No, sir, we do not; for if the Con- 
stitution be not adopted, it will be in the power 
of every State to continue it forever. They 
may or may not abolish it, at their discretion. 
But if we adopt the Constitution, the trade 
must cease after twenty years, if Congress 
declare so, whether particular States please so 
or not. Surely, then, we gain by it. This was 
the utmost that could be obtained, I heartily 
wish more could have been done. But as it 
is, this Government is nobly distinguished 
above others by that very jirovision. Where 
is there another country in M'hich such a re- 
striction prevails? We therefore, sir, set an 
example of humanity, by providing for the 
abolition of this inhuman traffic, though at a 



distant period. I hope, therefore, that this 
part of the Constitution will not be condemued, 
because it has not stipulated for what it was 
impracticable to obtain. 

Mr. Spaight further explained the clause; 
that the limitation of this trade to the term of 
twenty years, was a cou\promise between the 
Eastern States and the Southern States. South 
Carolina and Georgia wished to extend the 
term ; the Eastern States insisted on the entire 
abolition of the trade. That the State of North 
Carolina had not thought proper to pass auy 
law prohibiting the importation of slaves, and 
therefore its delegation in the Convention did 
not think themselves authorized to contend for 
an immediate prohibition of it. 

Mr, Iredell added to what he had said before, 
that the States of Georgia and South Carolina 
had lost a great many slaves during the war, 
and that they wished to supply the loss, 

Mr. Galloway, Mr, Chairman, the explana- 
tion given to this clause does not satisfy ray 
mind. I wish to see this abominable trade put 
an end to. But in case it be thought proper 
to continue this abominable traffic for twenty 
years,, yet I do not wish to see the tax on the 
importation, extended to all persons whatso- 
ever. Our situation is different from the peo- 
ple to the North. We want citizens ; they do 
not. Instead of laying a tax, .we ought to 
give a bounty to encourage foreigners to come 
among us. With respect to the abolition of 
slavery, it requires the utmost consideration. 
The property of the Southern States consists 
principally of slaves. If they mean to do Jiway 
slavery altogether, this property will be de- 
stroyed. I apprehend it means to bring for- 
ward manumission. If we must manumit our 
slaves, what country shall we send them toj 
It is impossible to be happy, if, after manu- 
mission, they are to stay among us. 

Mr. Iredell. Mr. Chairman, the worthy gen- 
tleman, I believe, has misunderstood this clause, 
which runs in the following words : "The mi- 
gration or importation of such persons as any 
of the States now existing shall think proper 
to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Con- 
gress prior to the year 1808, but a tax or duty 
may be imposed on such importation, not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars for each person." Now, 
sir, observe that the Eastern States, who long 
ago have abolished slavery, did not approve of 
the expression, slaves; they therefore used 
another that answered the same purpose. The 
committee will observe the distinction betwe'en 
the two words, migration and importation. 
The first part of the clause will extend to per- 
sons who come into the country as free people, 
or are brought as slaves ; but the last part 
extends to slaves only. The word migration 
refers to free persons: but the word importa- 
tion refers to slaves, because free people can- 
not be said to be imported. The tax, there- 
fore, is only to be laid on slaves, who arc 
imported, and not on free persons, who migrate. 
I further beg leave to say,s that the gentleman 
is mistaken in another thing. He seems to 
say that this extends to the abolition of sla' 
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very. Is there anything in this Oonstitntion 
which says that Congress shall have it in their 
powov to abolish tho slavery of thopc slaves 
who arc now in the country ? Is it not the 
plfiin moaning of it, that after twenty years 
they may prevent tho future importation of 
slaves? It does not extend to those now in 
the country. There is another circumstance 
to be observed. There is no authority vested 
in Congress to restrain the States, in the in- 
terval of twenty years, from doing what they 
please. If they wish to inhibit such importa- 
tion, they may do so. Our next Assembly 
may put an entire end to the importation of 
slaves.— Pat^cs, 96, 97, 98. 

Article fourth. The first section, and two 
first clauses of the second section, read without 
observation. 

The last clause read. 

Mr. Iredell begged leave to explain the rea- 
son of this clause. In some of the Northern 
States they have emancipated all their slaves. 
If any of our slaves, said he, go there, and re- 
main there a certain time, they would, by the 
present laws, be entitled to their freedom, so 
that their masters could not get them again. 
This would be extremely prejudicial to the in- 
habitants of the Southern States, and, to pre- 
vent it, this clause is inserted in the Constitu- 
tion. Though the v^ord slave be not mentioned, 
this is the meaning of it. The Northern dele- 
gates, owing to their particular scruples on the 
subject of slavery, did not choose tho word 
slave to be mentioned. — Page 157. 

Mr, Iredell. It is, however, to be observed, 
that the first and fourth "clauses in the ninth 
section of the first article are protected from 
any alteration till the year 1808 and in order 
that uo consolidation should take place, it is 
provided that no State shall, by any amend- 
ment or alteration, be ever deprived of an 
equal suffi'age in the Senate, without its own 
consent. The two first prohibitions are with 
respect to the census, according to which di- 
rect taxes are imposed, and with respect to 
the importation of slaves. As to the first, it 
must be observed that there is a material dif- 
ference between the Northern and Southern 
States. The Northern States have been much 
longer settled and are much fuller of people 
than the Southern, but have not land in equal 
proportion, nor scarcely any slaves. The sub- 
ject of this article was regulated with great 
difficulty, and by a spirit of concession which 
It would not be prudent to disturb for a good 
mauy years. In twenty years there will prob- 
ably be a great alteration, and then the subject 
may be considered with less difficulty and 
greater coolness. In the mean time, the com- 
promise was upon the best footing that could 
be obtained. A compromise likewise took 
p.ace in regard to the importation of slaves. 
It IS probable that all the members reprobated 
this mhuraan traffic, but those of South Caro- 
hua and Georgia would not consent to an im- 
mediate prohibition of it; one reason of which 
^as, that during the last war they lost a vast 
number of negroes, which loss they wish to 



supply. In the mean time, it is left to the 
States to admit or prohibit the importation, 
nnd Congress may impose a limited duty upon 
it. — Rige 158. 

Debates in (he Pmnsylvania State Oonvmtion, 
called to ratify the Constitution. 

Mr, Wilson. Much fault has been found 
v.'ith the mode of expression used in the first 
clause of the ninth section of the first article. 
I believe I can assign a reason why that mode 
of expression was used, and why the term slave 
was not admitted in this Constitution. And 
as to the manner of laying taxes, this is not 
the first time that the subject has come into 
the view of the United States, and of the Legis- 
latures of the several States. The gentleman 
[Mr. Findley] will recollect that in the present 
Congress the quota of the Federal debt and 
general expenses was to be in proportion to 
the value of land, and other enumerated prop- 
erty," within the States. • After trying this for 
a number of years; it was ibutid, on all hands, 
to be a mode that could not tc carried into 
execution. Congress was satisfied of this, and 
in vbc year 1783 recommended, in conformity 
with tae powers they possessed under the Axix- 
cles of Confederation, that the quota should be 
according to the nuniber of free people, inclu- 
ding those bound to servitude, and excluding 
Indians not taxed. These were the expressions 
used in 1783, 8,nd the fate of this recommend- 
ation was similar to all . their other resolutions. 
It was not carried into effect, but it was adopted 
by no fewer than eleven out of thirteen States ; 
and it cannot be but matter of surprise to hear 
gentlemen, who agreed to this very mode of 
expression at that time, come forward and 
state it as an objection on the present occa- 
sion. It was natural, sir, for the late Conven- 
to adopt the mode after it had been agreed 
to by eleven States, and to use the expression 
which they found had been received as uuex- 
ceptionable before. With respect to the clause 
restricting Congress from prohibiting the mi- 
gration or importation of such persons as any 
of the States now existing shall think proper 
to admit prior to the year 1808, the honoralDle 
gentleman says that this clause is not only 
dark, but intended to grant to Congress, for 
that time, the power to admit the importation 
of slaves. No such thing was intended ; but I 
will tell you what was done — and it gives me 
high pleasure that so much was done. Under 
the present Confederation, the States may ad- 
mit the importation of slaves as long as they 
please; but by this article, after the year 1808 
the Congress will have power to prohibit snch 
importation, notwithstanding the disposition 
of any State to the contrary. I consider this 
as laying the foundation fof banishing slavery 
rut of this country; and though the period is 
more distant thain I could' wish, yet it will 
produce the same kind, gradual change which 
was pursued in Pennsylvania. It is with much 
satisfaction I view this power in the General 
Government, whereby they may lay aii inter- 
diction on this reproachful trade ; but an im- 
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mediate advantage is also obtained, for a tax 
or duty may be imposed on such importation, 
not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 
And this, sir, operates as a partial prohibition. 
It was all that could be obtained — I am sorry 
it was no more; but from this, I think there 
is reason to hope that yet a few years, and it 
will be prohibited altogether: and in the mean 
time the new States which are to be formed 
will be under the control of Congress in this 
particuliir, and slaves will never be introduced 
amongst them. The gentleman says that it is 
unfortunate in another point of view — it means 
to prohibit the introduction of white people 
from Europe, as this tax may deter them from 
coming among us. A little impartiality and 
attention will discover the care that the Con- 
vention took in selecting their language. The 
words are: "The migration or importation of 
such persons, &c., shall not be prohibited by 
Congress prior to the year 1808, but a tax or 
duty may be imposed on such importation." It 
is observable, here, that the term migration is 
dropped when a tax or duty is mentioned, so 
that Congress have power to impose the tax 
only on those imported. — Pages 250, 251. 

Debates in the Sotiih Carolina State Convention, 
called to ratify the Constitution. 

General Pinckney. The numbers in the dif- 
ferent States, according to the most accurate 
accounts we could obtain, were — 

In New Hampshire, 102,000; Massachusetts, 
360,000; Rhode Island, 58,000; Connecticut, 
202,000; New York, 238,000; New Jersey, 
138,000; Pennsylvania, 360,000; Delaware, 
37,000; Maryland, (including three-fifths of 
80,000 negroes,) 218,000; Virginia, (including 
three-fifths of 280,000 negroes,) 420,000 ; North 
Carolina, (including three-fifths of 60,000 ne- 
groes,) 200,000; South Carolina, (including 
three-fifths of 80,000 negroes,) 150,000; Geor- 
gia, (including three-fifths of 20,000 negroes,) 
30,000. 

The first House of Representatives will con- 
sist of sixty-five members ; South Carolina will 
send five of them. Each State Ijas the same 
representation in the Senate that she has at 
present; so that South Carolina will have, 
under the new Constitution, a thirtieth share 
ii. the Government, which is the proportion 
she has under the old Confederation ; and when 
it is considered that the Eastern States are full 
of men. and that we must necessarily increase 
rapidly to the southward and southwestward, 
he did not think that the Southern States will 
have an inadequate share in the representa- 
tion. The honorable gentleman alleges that 
the Southern vStates are weak. I sincerely 
agree with him; we are so weak that, by 
ourselves, we could not form a union strong 
enough for the purpose of ellectually protect- 
ing each other. Without union with the other 
States, South Carolina must soon fall. Is there 
any one amoug us so much a Quixote as to 
suppose that this State could long maintain 
her independence if she stood alone, or was 
only connected with the Southern States? I 



scarcely believe, there is. Let an invading 
Power send a naVal force into the Chesapeake, 
to keep Virginia in alarm, and attack South 
Carolina with such a naval and military force 
as Sir Ileui-y Clinton brought here in 1780, 
and, though they might not soon conquer us, 
they would certainly do us an infinite deal of 
mischief; and if they considerably increased 
their numbers, we should probably fall. As, 
from the nature of our climate and the fewness 
of our inhabitants, we are undoubtedly weak, 
should Ave not endeavor to form a close union 
Vf-ith the Eastern States, who are strong? 
And ought wc not to endeavor to increase that 
species of strength which will render them of 
most service to us, both in peace and war? I 
mean their navy. We certainly ought; and by 
doing this, Ave render it their peculiar interest 
to attbrd us every assistance in their power, as 
every Avouud that we receive will eventually 
affect them. Reflect, for a moment, on the 
situation of the Eastern States — their country 
full of inhabitants, and so impracticable to an 
invading enemy by their numberless stone 
walls, and a variety of other circumstances, 
that they can be under no apprehension of 
danger from an attack. They can enjoy their 
independence without our assistance. If our 
Government is to be founded on equal com- 
pact, Avhat inducement care they possibly have 
to be united Avith us, if we do not grant them 
some privileges with regard to their shipping? 
Or, supposing they were to unite with us Avith- 
out having these privileges, can Ave flatter 
ourselves that such a union would I 'u- iir^ 
or that they Avould afi'ord us elfectu . a«.si'.> 
ance Avheu inA'aded? Interest and p^ 'V ooth 
concurred in prevailing upon us to submit the 
regulation of commerce to the General Gov- 
ernment; but I will also add, justice and hu- 
manity require it. likcAvise ; for, who have been 
the greatest sufi'crers in the Union, by our ob- 
taining our independence? I ansAver, the 
Eastern States; they have lost everything but 
their dountry and their freedom. It is noto- 
rious tiiat some ports to the eastAvard, Avhich 
used to fit out one hundred and fifty sail of 
vessels, do not uoav fit out thirty; that their 
trade of ship building, which used to be very 
considerable, is noAv annihilated; that their 
fisheries are trifling, and their mariners in 
Avant of bread. Surely Ave are called upoi?, by 
every tie of justice, friendship, and humanity, 
to relieve their distresses; and as, by their 
exertions, they have assisted us in establish- 
ing our freedom, Ave should let them, in some 
measure, partake of our prosperity. The Gen- 
eral then said he would make a fcAV observa- 
tions on the objections Avhich ,the gentleman 
had throAva out on the restrictions that might 
be laid on the African trade after the year 
1808. On this point your delegates had to 
contend Avith the religious and political preju- 
dices of the Eastern and Middle States, and 
Avith the interested and inconsistent opinion 
of Virginia, who Avas Avarmly opposed to our 
importing more slaves. I am of the same 
opinion now as I was two years ago, when 
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used the cxprof sions the gentleman has quoted, 
that while there remained one acre of swamp 
Irtiiii uncleared, oi" South Carolina, I would 
rii?e my voice against restricting the importa- 
tion of negroes. I am as thoroughly convinced 
as that gentleman is, that the nature of our 
diniiite, and the flat, swampy situation of our ; 
country, obligci^ us to cultivate our lands with 
negroes; and that, without them, South Caro- 
hna would soon be a desert waste. You have 
so frequently heard my sentiments on this sub- 
ject, that I need not now repeat them. It was 
alleged by some of the members who opposed 
ail unlimited importation, that slaves increased 
thp weakness of any State who admitted them ; 
that they were a dangerous species of proper- 
ty, which an invading enemy could easily turn 
figainst ourselves and the neighboring States; 
and that as we were allowed a representation 
for them in the House of Representatives, our 
influence in Government would be increased 
in proportion as we were less able to defend 
ourselves. -'Show some period," said the 
member.^ from the Eastern States, "when it 
may be in our power to put a stop, if we please, 
t'.' th» iraportatioa of this weakness, and we 
ffiil endeavor, for your convenience, to restrain 
the religious .and political prejudices of our 
Piiople on this subject." The Middle Slaie^i and 
Virijijm made us no such proposition ; they -were 
fiir an immediate and total prohibition. We en- 
diwored to obviate the objections that were 
made, in the best manner we could, and as- 
signed reasons for our insisting on the import- 
ation, which there is no occasion to repeat, as 
they must occur to every gentleman in the 
house. A committee of the States was ap- 
pointed, in order to accommodate this mattw; 
and, after a great deal of difliculty, it was S'Jt- 
ilod on tlio footing recited in the Constitution. 

By this settlement we have secured an un- 
limited importation of negroes for twenty 
years; nor is it declared that the importation 
I inall be then stopped; it maybe continued. 
We have a security that the General Govern- 
ment can never emancipate them, for no such 
authority is granted, and it is^ admitted on all 
hands that the General Government has no 
powers but what are expressly granted by the 
Constitution, and that all rights not expressed 
^^ere reserved by the several States. We have 
obtained a right to recover our slaves in what- 
ever part of America they may take refuge, 
I which is a right we had not before. In short, 
I 'considering all circumstances, we have made 
I the best terms for the security of this species 
I "'^propei;y it was in our power to make. We 
I wouUl have made better if we could ; but, on 
I the whole. I do not think them bad.— iWcs 
[ >^5f)— 357. 

I C. Pinckney. Those who are acquainted 
! with the Eastern States, the reason of their 
5 origmai migration, and their pursuits, habits, 
I ^i>d priuci[des, well know that they are essen- 
tially different from those of the Middle and 
^oiuhern States; that they retain all those 
I opinions respecting religion and government 
! wiiich first induced their ancestors to cro?s 



the Atlantic; and that they are, perhaps, more 
purely republican in habits and seutimeat than 
any other part of the Union. The inhabitants 
of New York and the eastern part of New Jer- 
sey, originally Dutch settlements, seem to have 
altered less than might have been expected in 
the course of a century; indeed, the greatest 
part of New York may still be considered as a 
Dutch settlement — the people in the interior 
country generally using that language in their 
families, and having very little varied their 
ancient customs. Pennsylvania and Delaware 
are nearly one-half inhabited by Quakers, 
Avhose passive principles upon questions of 
Government, and rigid opinions in private, 
render them extremeiy difterent from the citi- 
zens cither of the Eastern or Southern States. 
Maryland was originally a Roman Catholic 
colony, and a great number of their inhabit- 
ants, some of them the most wealthy and cul- 
tivated, are still of this persuasion ; it is unne- 
cessary for me to state the striking difference 
in sentiment and habit which must always ex- 
ist between the Independents of the East, the 
Calvinists and Quakers of the Middle States, 
and the Roman Catholics of Maryland; but 
striking as this is, it is not to be compared 
with the difference that there is between the 
inhabitants of Northern and Southern States ; 
when I say Southern, I mean Maryland and 
the States to the southward of her; here we 
may truly observe that nature has drawn as 
strong marks of distinction in the habits and 
manners of the people as she has in her cli- 
mates and productions. The Southern citizen 
beholds with a kind of surprise the simple 
manners of the East, and is too often induced 
to entertain undeserved opinions of the appa- 
rent purity of the Quaker; while they, in their 
turn, seem concerned at what they term the 
extravagance and dissipation of their Southern 
friends, and reprobate, as an unpardonable 
moral and political ev.'l, the dominion they 
hold over a part of the human race. The in- 
conveniences which too frequently attend these 
differences in habits and opinions among the 
citizens that compose the Union, are not a 
little increased by the variety of their State 
Governments ; for, as I have already observed, 
the Constituti'iU or laws under which a people 
live never fiiil to have a powerful effect upon 
their manners. We know that all the States 
h.ive adhered in their forms to the republican 
principle, though they have differed widely in 
their opinions of the mode best calculated to 
preserve it. — Pages 386, SSt. 

EXTRACTS FROM JEFFERSON'S NOTES 
ON VIRGINIA. 

Boston Edition, 1832. 

Under the mild treatment our .slaves expe- 
rience, and their wholesome though coarse 
food, this blot in our country increases as fast 
or faster than the whites. During the Regal 
Government, we had at one time obtained a 
law, which imposed such a duty on the import- 
ation of slaves as amounted nearly to a pra. 
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hibitioDj when one inconsiderate Assembly, 
placed under a peculiarity of circumstance, 
repealed the law. This repeal met a joyful 
sanction from the then sovereign, and no de- 
vices, no expedients, which could ever after be 
attempted by subsequent Assemblies — and they 
seldom met without attempting them— could 
succeed in getting the royal assent to a renewal 
of the duty. In the very first session held un- 
der the Republican Government, the Assembly 
passed a law for the perpetual prohibition of 
the importation of slaves. This will, in some 
measure, stop the increase of this great politi- 
cal and moral evil, while the minds of our 
citizens may be ripening for a complete eman- 
cipation of human nature. — Page 93. 

Many of the laws which were in force during 
the monarchy, being relative merely to that 
form of Government, or inculcating principles 
inconsistent with republicanism, the first As- 
sembly which met after the establishment of 
the Commonwealth, appointed a committee* 
to revise the whole code — to reduce it into 
proper form and volume, and report it to the 
Assembly. This Avork has been executed by 
three gentlemen, and reported, but probably 
will not be taten up till a restoration of peace 
shall leave to the Legislature leisure to go 
through such a work. 

They proposed the following, among other 
alterations : 

To emancipate all slaves born after passing 
the act. The bill reported by the revisors 
does not itself contain this proposition, but an 
amendment containing it was prepared, to be 
offered to the Legislature whenever the bill 
should betaken up; and further directing that 
they should continue with their parents tc a 
certain age, then be brought up, at the public 
expense, to tillage, arts, or sciences, according 
to their geniuses, till the females should be 
eighteen and the males twenty-one years of 
age, when they should be colonized to such 
place as the circumstances of the time should 
render most proper, sending them out with 
arms, iniplcraents of household and of the 
handicraft arts, seeds, pairs of the useful do- 
mestic animals, &c., to declare them a free and 
independent people, and extend to them our 
alliance and prot... I'm, till they have acquired 
strength; ancJ to send vessels at the same time 
to other parts of the world, for an equal num- 
ber of white inhabitants ; to induce whom to 
migrate hither, proper encouragements were to 
be proposed. It will probably be asked, Why 
not retain and incorporate the blacks into the 
State, and thus save the expense of supplying, 
by importation ;jf white settlers, the vacancies 
they will leave? Deep-rooted prejudices en- 
tertained by the whites, ten tliousand recol- 
lections by the blacks of the injuries they have 
sustdned, new provocations, the real dis- 
tinctions which nature has made, and many 
other circumstances, will divide us into par- 
ties, and produce convulsions, which Avill prob- 
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ably never end but in the extermination of 
the one or the oth^r race. — Page's 142 — 144. 

Whether further observation will or will not 
verify the conjecture, that nature has been less 
bountiful to them in the endowments of the 
head, I believe that in those of the heart she 
will be found to have done them justice. That 
disposition to theft with which they have been 
branded must be ascribed to their situation, 
and not to any depravity of the moral sense. 
The man in whose favor no laws of property 
exist, probably feels himself less bound to re- 
spect those made in favor of others. When 
arguing for ourselves, we lay it down aa a fun- 
damental, that laws, to be just, must give a 
reciprocation of right; that, without this, they 
are mere arbitrary rules of conduct, founded 
in force, and not in conscience; and it is a 
problem which I give to the master to solve, 
whether the religious precepts against ths 
violation of property were not framed for him 
as well as his slave? And whether the slave 
may not as justifiably take a little from one 
who hag taken all from him, as he may slay 
one who would slay him? That a change in 
the relations in which a man is placed should 
change his ideas of moral right or wrong, is 
neither new nor peculiar to the color of the 
blacks. Homer tells it was so 2,600 years ago. 

'EmisUjger t' aretes apoaiuutai euruopa Zous 
Haneros, eut' an min kotadoulion ema e.lesin. 

Odd. 17, m 
Jove fix'd it certain, that whatever day 
Makes man a slave, takes half his worth away. 

But the slaves of which Homer speaks were 
whites. Notwithstanding these cohsiderations, 
which must weaken their respect for^the liws 
of propertv, we find among them numerous 
instances of the most rigid integrity, and as 
many as among their better-instructed mas- 
ters, of benevolence, gratitude, and unshaken 
fidelity. The opinion that they are inferior in 
the faculties of reason and imagination, must 
be hazarded with great diffidence. To justify 
a general conclusion, requires many observa- 
tions, even where t.lie subject may be sub- 
mitted to the anatomical knife, to optical 
glasses, to analysis by fire or by bolvents. 
How much more,_ then, where it is a fiiculty) 
not a substance, we are examining; where it 
eludes the research of all the senses; where 
the conditions of its existence are various, and 
variously combined; where the effects of those 
which are present or absent bid defiance to 
calculation. Let me add, too, as a circum- 
stance of great tenderness, where our conclu- 
sion would degrade a whole race of men from 
the rank in the scale of beings which their 
Creator may perhaps have given them. To 
our reproach it must be said, that though for 
a century and a half we have had under our 
eyes the races of black and red men, they have 
never yet been viewed by us as subjects of 
natural history. I advance it, therefore,_as ft 
suspicion only, that the blacks, whether origin- 
ally a distinct race, or made distinct by tiiue 
and circumstances, are inferior to the whites 
in the endowments both of body and fflino- 
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It is not gainst experience to s.ippose that] 
different species of the same genus, or varieties 
of the same species, may possess different 
qualifications. Will not a lover of natural 
history, then — one who views the gradations 
in all ilie races of animals with the eye of 
philosophy — excuse an effort to keep those in 
the dti)artment of man as distinct as nature 
has formed them? This unfortunate differ- 
ence of color, and perhaps of faculty, is a 
powerful obstacle to the emancipation of these 
peo!iIe. Many of their advocates, while they 
wish to vindicate the liberty of human nature, 
arc anxious also to preserve its dignity and 
beauty. Som6 of these, embarrassed by the 
question, "What further is ^to be done with 
thom?" join themselves in opposition with 
those who are actuated by sordid avarice only. 
Among the Romans, emancipation required 
but one effort. The slaves, when made free, 
might mix with, without staining, the blood of 
his master. But with us a second is necessary, 
unknown to history. When freed, he is to be 
removed beyond the reach of mixture. The 
revised code further proposes to proportion 
crimes and punishments. This is attempted 
on the following scale. — Pages 149 — 151. 

It is difficult to determine on the standard 
by which the manners of a nation may be tried, 
whether catholic or particular. It is more 
difficult for a native to bring to that standard 
thetnaaners of his own nation, familiarized to 
him by habit. There must doubtless be an 
unhappy influence on the manners of our peo- 
ple, produced by the existence of slavery among 
us. The whole commerce between master and 
slave is a perpetual exercise of the most bois- 
terous passions — the most unremitting despot- 
ism on the one part, and degrading submis- 
sions on the other. Our children see this, and 
Icara to imitate it; for man is. an imitative 
animal. This quality is the germ of all educa- 
tion iu him. From his cradle to his grave, he 
is learning to do what he sees others do. If 
a parent could find no motive, either in his 
philanthropy or his self-love, for restraining 
theintemperancc of passion towards his slave, 
it should always be a sufficient one that his 
child is present. But generally it is not suf- 
ficient. The parent storms, the child looks 
on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on 
the same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, 
gives a loose rein to the worst of passions; 
and, thus nursed, educated, and daily exercised 
in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with 
odious peculiarities. The man must be a 
prodigy who can retain his manners and mor- 
als undepraved by such circumstances. And 
With what execration should the statesman be 
wa who^ permitting one-half the citizens 
tiius to ti-ample on the rights of the other, 
triinsforms those into desoots and these into 
enemies, destroys the morals of the one part, 
and the amor pairiw of the other ; for if a slave 
can have a country in this world, it must be 
any other in preference to that in which he is 
Dorn to live and labor for another; in which 
ae must lock up f t faculties of his nature. 



contribute, as far as depends on his individual 
endeavors, to the evanishmeut of the human, 
race, or entail his own miserable condition on 
the endless generations proceeding from him. 
With the morals of the people, their industry 
also is destroyed; for, in a Tvarm climate, no 
man will labor for himself who can make an- 
other labor for him. This is so true, that of 
the proprietors of slaves a very small propor- 
tion, indeed, are ever seen to labor. And can 
the liberties of a nation be thought secure, 
when we have, removed their only firm basis — 
a conviction in the minds of the people that 
these liberties are the gift of God? that they 
are not to be violated but with his wrath? In- 
deed, 1 tremble for my country Avhen I reflect 
that God is just; that his justice cannot sleep 
forever ; that, considering numbers, nature, and 
natural means only, a revolution of the wheel 
of fortune, an exchange of situation, is among 
possible events ; that it may become probable 
by supernatural interference 1 The Almighty 
has no attribute which can take side with us 
in such a contest. But it is impossible to be 
temper.ate and to pursue this subject through 
the various considerations of policy, of morals, 
of history, natural and civil. We must be 
contented to hope they will force their way 
into every one's mind. I think a change al- 
ready perceptible, since the origrn of the 
present Revolution. The spirit of the master 
is abating, that of the slave rising from the 
dust, his condition tnollifying, the way I hope 
preparing, under the auspices of He.aven, for a, 
total emancipation; and that this is disposed, 
in the order of events, to be with the consent 
of the masters, rather than -by their extirpa- 
tion. — Pages 169— ITI. 



EXTRACT FilOM PLAN OF A CONSTITU- 
TION FOR VIRGINIA. 

Dravm up by Mr. Jefferson in 1*783. 

The General Assembly shall not have power 
to infringe this Constitution; to abridge the 
civil rights of any person on account of his 
religious belief; to restrain him from profess- 
ing and supporting that belief, or to compel 
hira to contributions, other than those he shall 
have personally stipulated, for .the support of 
that or any other; to ordain death for any 
crime btit treason or murder, or military of- 
fences; to pardon, or give a power of pardon- 
ing, persons duly convicted of treason or felo- 
ny, but, instead thereof, they may substitute 
one or two new trials, and no more ; to pass 
such laws for punishing actions done before 
the existence of such laws ; to pass any bill 
of attainder of treason or felony; to prescribe 
torture in any case whatever; nor to permit 
the introduction of any more slaves to reside 
in this State, or the continuance of slavery 
beyond the generation which shall be living 
on the thirty-first day of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred — all persons born after 
that day being hereby declared free. — Page 
226. 
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EXTRACTS FROM MR. JEFFERSON'S COR- 
RESPONDENCE— VOL. I. 

The first establishment in Virginia wldcli 
bercame permanent was. made in 1607. I have 
found no mention of negroes in the colony 
until about 1650. The lir.st brought here as 
slaves were by a Dutch ship; after which, the 
English comraenced the trade, and continued 
it until the. revolutionary war. That sus- 
pended, ipso facto, their further importation 
for the present; and the business of the v/ar 
pressing constantly on the Legislature, this 
subject was not acted on finally until the year 
1-t 78, when I brought in a bill to prevent their 
further importation. This passed without op- 
position, and stopped the increase of ,lhc 
evil by importation, leaving to future efforts 
its final eradication.— Pffye 31, 

The bill on the subject of slaves was a mere 
digest of the existing laws respecting them, 
without any intimation of a plan for a future 
and general emancipation. It was th'^ught 
better that this should be kept back, and at- 
tempted only by way of amendment, whenever 
the bill should be brought on. The principles 
of the amendment, however, were agreed on : 
that is to say, the freedom of all born after a 
certain day, and deportation at a proper age. 
Bat it was found that the public mind would 
not yet bear the proposition, nor will it bear 
it even at this day ; yet the day is not distant 
when it must bear and adopt it, or worse will 
follow. Nothing is more certainly written in 
the book of fate, than that these people are to 
be free; nor is it less certain that the two 
racesj equally free, cannot live in the same 
Gdvcrnmcht. Nature, habit, opinion, have 
drawn indelible lines of distinction between 
them. It is still in our power to direct the 
process of emancipation and deportation peace- 
ably,, andiu Bueli slow degree as that the evil 
will " wear off in.sensibly, "and their place be 
pari pasm filled up by free white laborers. 
If, on the contrary, it is left to force itself on, 
human nature must shudder at the prospect 
held up. AVc should in vain look for an ex- 
ample in the Spanish deportation or deletion 
of the Moors. This precedent would fall far 
short of our case. — Pa^es 39, 40. 

To General ChastcUux. 

Pauis, Jiinc 1, 1785. 
Dear Sik; I have been honored with the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 2d instant, and sim 
to thank you, as I do sincerely, for the par- 
tiality Avith which you receive the copy of the 
Notes on my country. As I can answer for 
the facts therein reported on my own observa- 
tion, and have admitted none on the report of 
^others, which were not supported by evidence 
sulficient to command my own assent, I am 
not afraid that you should make any extracts 
—^mi please for the Journal de Fhydgue, which 
come within their plan of publication. The 
strictures on slavery and on the Constitution 
of Virginia are not of that kind, and they are 
the parts which I do not wish to have made 
public, at least till I know whether their pub- 



lication would do most harm or good. It is 
possible that in my own country these strict- 
ures might produce an irritation which would 
indispose the people towards the two grr i, 
objects I have in view — that is, the emancipa- 
tion of their slaves, and the settlement of their 
Constitution on a firmer and more permaneat 
basis. If I learn from thence that they will 
not produce that effect, I have, printed and 
reserved just copies enough to be able to give 
one to every young man at the college. It is 
to them I look— ^to the rising generation, and 
not to the one now in power — for these great 
reformations. — Page 228. 

To Dr. Price. 

Paris, August 7, 1785. 

Sir ; Your favor of July the 2d canje duly 
to hand. The concern you therein express, as 
to the etFect,of your pamphlet in America, in- 
duces me to trouble you with some observa- 
tions on that subject. Frorn my ivcquaintance 
with that country, I think I am able to judge, 
with some degree of certainty, of the manner 
in which it will have been received. South- 
ward of the Chesapeake, it will find hut few 
readers concurring with it in sentiment on the 
subject of slavery; from. the moi^th to the head 
of the Chesapeake, the bulk of tiie people will 
approve it in theory, and it will find a respccfii- 
ble minority ready to adopt it in practice— a 
minority which, for weight and worth of char- 
acter, preponderates against the greater num- 
ber, who have not the courage to divest their 
families of a property which j; however, keeps 
their consciences unquiet; northward of the 
Chesapeake, you may find, here and there, an 
opponent to your doctrine,' as yon may find, 
here and there, a robber and murderer; bat in 
no great number. 

In that part of America, there being but 
few slaves, they can easily disencumber them- 
selves of them ; and emancipation is put into 
such a train that in a few years there will be 
no slaves northward of Maryland. In Mary- 
land I do not find such a disposition to begin 
the redress of this enormity, as in Virginia. 
This is the next State to which we may turn 
our eyes for the interesting spectacle of justice 
in conflict with avarice and oppression— -a Con- 
flict wherein the sacred side is gaining dtiUy 
recruits from tlje influx into office of young 
men grown and growing up. These have 
sucked in the principles of liberty, as it were, 
with their mothers' milk; and it is to them I 
look with anxiety to turn the fixteof this ques- 
tion. Be not, therefore, discouraged. What 
you have written will do a great deal of good; 
and could you still trouble yourself with oar 
welfare, no man is" more able to give aid to 
the laboring side. The college of William and 
Mary, in William;;! )iirg, since the remodelling 
of its plan, is the place where are collected 
together all the young men of Virginia, under 
preparation for public life. They are there 
under the direction (most of them) of a Mr. 
Wythe, one of the most virtuous of characters, 
and whose sentiments on the subject of slavery 
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are unequivocal. I am satisfied, if 3^ou could 
resolve to address an exhortation to those 
voung men, with all that eloquence of w hich 
vou are master, that its influence on the future , 
decision of this important question would be 
great, perhaps decisive. Thus you see that, i 
so far from thinking you have cause to repent j 
of wh!i,t you have done, I wish you to do more; , 
and w;sh it, on an assurance of its effect. The . 
information I have received from America of ; 
the reception of your pamphlet in the different 
States, agrees with the expecUitions I had 
formed. Our country is getting into a ferment 
against yours, or rather has caught it from 
yours. God knows how this will end; but 
assuredly in one extreme or the other. There 
can ba no medium betwceu those who have 
loved so much. I think the decision is in 
your power as yet, but will not be so long, I 
pray you to be assured of the sincerity of the 
esteem and respect with which I have the 
honor to be, sir, your most obedient, humble 
servant, Th. Jefferson. 

[Pages 268, 2G9.] 

M. de Meusnier, where he mentions thai the 
slave law has been passed in Virginia without 
the clause of emancipation, is pleased to men- 
tion that neither Mr. Wythe nor Mr. Jefferson 
was present, to make the proposition they had 
meditated; from which, people Avho do not 
give themselves the trouble to reflect or in- 
quire, might conclude, hastily, that their ab- 
sence was the cause why the proposition was 
not made, and, of course, that there were not 
in the Assembly persons of virtue and firmness 
enough to propose the clause for emancipation. 
This supposition would not be true. There 
were persons there Avho wanted neither the 
virtue to propose nor talents to enforce the prop- 
osition, had they seen that the disposition of the 
Legislature was ripe for it. These worthy 
characters would feel themselves wounded, de- 
graded, and discouraged, by this idea. Mr. 
Jefferson would therefore be obliged to M. de 
Meusnier to mention it in some such manner 
as this: "Of the two commissioners who had 
concerted the amendatory clause for the grad- 
ual emancipation of slaves, Mr. Wythe couid 
not he present, he being a member of the judi- 
ciary department, and Mr. Jefferson was absent 
on the legation to I' n\noe. But there were not 
wanting in tha t Assembly men of virtue enough 
to propose and talents to vindicate this clause. 
Hut they saw that the moment of doing itvrith 
success was not yet arrived, and that an un- 
successful effort, as too often happens, would 
only rivet still closer the chains of bondage, 
and retiird tlie moment of delivery to this op- 
pressed dcicription of men. What a stupen- 
'ious, what an incomprehensible machine is 
inaa! who can endure toil, famine, stripes, 
imprisonment, and death itself, in vindication 
of his own liberty, and, the next moment, be 
<ieat to all those motives whose power sup- 
portedjiim through his trial, and inflict on his 
fellow-men a bondage, one hour of which is 
fraught with more misery than ages of that 
which he rose in rebellion to oppose. But we 



must await, with patience, the workings of aa 
cn^erruling Providence, and hope that that is 
preparing^ the deliverance of these our suffei*^ 
ing brethren. When the measure of their 
tears shall be full, when their groans shall 
have involved heaven itself in darkness, doubt- 
less a Ood of Justice will awaken to their dis- 
tress, and, by diflusing light and liberality 
among their oppressors, or at length by his 
exterminating tb under, manifest his attentioa 
to the things of this world, and that they are 
not left to the guidance of a blind fatality. — 
Fage^ 421, 428. 

VOL. II. 

To Dr. Gordon. [EziracL} 

Lord Cormyallis then proceeded to the Poial 
of Fork, and encamped his army from thence 
all along the main James river, to a seat of 
mine, called Elk-hill, opposite to Elk island, 
and a little below the mouth of Byrd creek. 
(You will see all these places exactly laid dowa 
in the map annexed to my Notes on Virginia, 
printed by Stockdale.) lie remained in thia 
position ten days, his own head([uarters being 
in my house at that place. I bad time to re- 
move most of the eflects out of the house. He 
destroyed all my growing crops of corn and 
tobaccQyr he burned all my barns, containing 
the same articles of the last year, having first 
taken whjit corn he wanted ; he used, as waa 
to be expected, all my stock of cattle, sheep, 
and hogs, for the sustenance of his army, and 
carried off all the horses capable of service; of 
those too young for service he cut the throats ; 
and he burned all the fences on the plantation, 
so as to leave it an absolute waste. He car- 
ried offj also, about thirty slaves. Had this 
been to give them freedom, he would have 
done vight; but it was to con.sign them to in- 
evitable death from the small-pox and putrid 
fever, then raging in his camp. This I knew 
afterwards to be the fate of twenty-seven of 
them. I never had news of the remaining 
fhree* but presume they shared tlie same fate. 
When I aay that Lord Cornwallis did all this, 
I do not mean that he carried about the torch 
in his own hands, but that it was all done 
under his eye — the situatiou of the house ia 
which he was, conimauding a view of every 
part of the plantation, so that he must hav* 
seen every fire. I relate these things on my 
own knowledge, in a great degree, as I was oa 
the ground soon aftci he left it. He treated 
the rest of the neigliborhood somewhat in tha 
same style, but not witli that spirit of total 
extermination witli which he seemed to rage 
over my possessions. Wherever he went, the 
dwelling-houses were plundered of everything 
which could be carried off. Lord Cornwallis's 
character in ICngland would forbid the belief 
that he shared in the plunder; but that his 
table was served with the plate thus pillaged 
from private houses, can be proved by many 
hundred eye-witnesses. From an estimate I 
made at that time, on the best information I 
could collect, I supposed the State of Virginia 
lost under Lord Curuwallis's hands, that year, 
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about thirty thousand slaves; and that of these, j 
about twcrity-sevcn thousaiul died of the small- 
pox and ciimp fever, nnd the rest -were partly 
sent to the West Indies, and exchanjjed for 
rum, sUjgar, cofteC; and fruit, and partly sent 
to New York, from whence tliey went, at the 
peace, either to Nova Scotia or England. 
From this last place I believe they have been 
lately sent to Africa. History will never re- 
late the horrors coniniitted by the British ar- 
my in the Souihem States of America. They 
raged in Virginia six months only — from the 
middle of April to the middle of October, 
1781 — when they v.ero .all taken prisoners; 
and I give you a faithful specimen of their 
transactions for t<^n days of that time, and on 
one spot only. Expede Ilercvlcm. I suppose 
their whole devastations during those six 
months amounted to about three millions 
sterling. The copiousness of this subject has 
only lefi me space to assure you of the senti- 
ments of esteem and respect with which I am, 
sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
[Page 3.34.] Til. Jefferson. 

VOL. III. 

To John Jay. [Extract.'] 

The emancipation of their [French] islands 
is an idea prevailing in tl ? minds of several 
members of the National Vsserably, pilrticu- 
hxrly those most enlightent 1 and most'liberal 
in their views. Such a stvp by this country 
would lead to other emancipations or revolu- 
tions in the same quarter. — Page 21. 

VOL. IV. 

To S. Kerchival. {Extract.] 

Since writing; my letter of July the 12th, I 
have been told that, on the question of equal 
representation, our fellow-citizens in some 
sections of the State claim peremptorily a right 
of representation for their slaves. Principle 
will, in this, as in most other cases, open the 
way for us to correct conclusions. Were our 
State a pure democracy, in which all its^ in- 
habitants should meet together to transact all 
their business, there would yet be excluded 
from their deliberations — 1, Infants, until ar- 
rived at years of discretion. 2. Women, who, 
to prevent depravation of morals and ambi- 
guity of issue, could not mix promiscuously in 
the public meetings of men. 3. Slaves, from 
whom the unfortunate state of things with us 
takes away the rights of will and of property. 
Those, then, who have no will, could be per- 
mitted to exercise none in the popular .assem- 
bly; and, of course, could delegate none to be 
an agent in a representative assembly. The 
business, in tlie first case, would be done by 
qualified citiicns only; and in the second, by 
the represent itives of qualified citizens only. 
It is true, that in the general Constitution, our 
State is allowed a larger representation on ac- 
count of its slaves. But every one knows that 
tliat Constitution was a matter of compromise ; 
a capitulation between conflicting interests 
smd opinions. In truth, the condition of dif- 
ferent descriptions of inhabitants in any coun- 



try is ft matter of municipal arrangement, of 
which no foreign country has a right to take 
notice. All its inhabitants are men, as to 
them. Thus, in the Ncav England States, none 
have the powers of citizens but those whom 
they call freemen ; and none are freemen until 
admitted by a vote of the freemen of the town. 
Yet, in the General Government, these non- 
freemen are counted in their quantum of rep- 
resentation and taxation. So, slaves with us 
have no powers as citizens; yet, in represent- 
ation in the General Government, they count 
in the proportion of three to five ; and so also 
in taxation. Whether this is equal, is not 
here the question. It is a capitulation of dis- 
cordant sentiments and circumstances, and is 
obligatory on that ground. But this view 
shows there is no inconsistency in claiming 
representation for them from the other States, 
and refusing it within our own. Accept tb« 
renewal of assurances of my respect. 
{Page 295.] Thomas Jf.ffbrson, 

To William Short. [Extract.'] 
Although I had laid down as a law to my- 
self, never to write, talk, or evea to think of 
politics, to know nothing of public aiTairs, and 
therefore had ceased to read newspapers, yei 
the Missouri question aroused and tilled mo 
with alarm. The old schism of Federal and 
Republican threatened nothing, because it ex- 
isted in every State, and united them together 
by the fraternisui of party. But the coinci- 
dence of a marked principle, moral and politi- 
cal, with a geographical line, once conceived, 
I feared would never more be obliterated from 
the mind ; that it would be recurring on every 
occasion, and renewing irritations, until it 
would kindle such mutual and mortal hatred, 
as to render separation preferable to eternal 
discord. I have been among the most san- 
guine in believing that our Union would be of 
long duration. I now doubt it much, and see 
the event at no great distance, and the direct 
consequence of this question; not by the line 
which has been so confidently counted on; the 
laws of Nature control this ; but by the Poto- 
mac, Ohio, and Missouri, or, piore probably, 
the Mississippi upwards to our Northern bound- 
ary. My only comfort and confidence is, that 
I shall not live to see this ; and I envy not the 
present generation the glory of throwing away 
the fruits of their fathers' sacrifices of life and 
fortune, and of rendering desperate the experi- 
ment which was to decide ultimately whether 
man is capable of self-government. This trea- 
son against human hope will signalize their 
epoch in future history, as the counterpart of 
the medal of their predecessors. — Page 322. 

To John Holmes^ 

MoNTiCELLO, April 22, 1820. 
I thank you, dear sir, for the copy you havo 
been so kind as to send me of the letter to 
your constituents on the Missouri question. 
It is a perfect justification to them. I had for 
a long time ceased to read newspapers, or pay 
any attention to public affairs, confident they 
were in good hands, and content to be a pafl- 
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set>o<'r in our bark to the shore from which I 
ani uot distant. But this momentous question, 
like a firc-bcU in the night, awakened and 
filled mo with terror. 1 considered it at once 
as the knell of the Union. It is hushed, in- 
deed, for the moment. But this is a reprieve 
only, not a final sentence. A geographical 
line, coinciding with a marked principle, mc.al 
and political, once conceived and held up to 
the angry passions of men, will never be ob- 
literated; and every new irritation will mark it 
deeper and deeper. I can say, with conscious 
truth, that there is not a man on earth who 
would sacrifice more than I would to relieve 
OS frora this heavy reproach, in any practica- 
ble way. The cession of that kind of proper- 
ty, for so it is misnamed, is a bagatelle which 
would not cost me a second thought, if, in 
that way, a general emancipation and expa- 
triation could be effected ; and gradually, and 
with due sacrifices, I think it might be. But 
as it is, we have the wolf by the ears, and we 
can neither hold him, nor safely let him go. 
Justice is in one scale, and self-preservT,tion 
in the other. Of one thing I am certain, that 
as the passage of slaves from one State to an- 
other would not make a slave of a single hu- 
man being who would be so without it, so 
their diffusion over a greater surface would 
make them individually happier, and propor- 
tionally facilitate the accomplishment of their 
emancipation, by dividing the burden on a 
greater number of coadjutors. An abstineuce, 
too, from this act of power, would remove the 
ji^alousy excited by- the undertaking of Con- 
gress to regulate the condition of the different 
descriptions of men composing a State. This 
certainly is the exclusive right of every State, 
which nothing in the Constitution has taken 
from them, ar i given to the General Govern- 
ment. Coulu Congress, for example, say that 
the non-freemen of Connecticut shall be free- 
men, or that they shall not emigrate into anv 
other Suite?— Pa^c 323, 

To J. Adams. \^Extract.'] 

Our anxieties in this quarter are all concen- 
trated in the question, what does the Holy 
Alliance in and out of Congress mean to do 
with us on the Missouri question ? And this, 
by the bye, is but the name of the case ; it is 
only the John Doe or Richard Roe of the eject- 
ment. The real question, as seen in the States 
afflicted with the unfortunate population, is, 
are our slaves to be presented with freedom 
and a dagger? For if Congress has the power 
to regulate the conditions of the inhabitants 
of the States, within the States, it will be but 
another exercise of that power, to declare that 
all shall be free. Are we then to see again 
Athenian and Lacedemonian Confederacies? 
To wage another Peloponnesian war to settle 
the ascendency between them? Or is this the 
tocsm of merely a servile war? That remains 
to be seen; but not, I hope, by you or me. 
purely they will parley awhile, and give us 
fime to get out of the way. What a Bedlamite 
is man !_Pa^e 338. 



To M. de Lafayiite. lExtract."] 

On the eclipse of Federalism with us, al- 
though uot its extinction, its loaders got up 
the Missouri question, under the false front of 
lessening the measure of slavery, but with the 
real view of producing a geographical division 
of parties, which might insure them the next 
President. The people of the North went blind- 
fold into the snare, followed their leaders for 
a while with a zeal truly moral and laudable, 
until they became sensible that they were in- 
juring instead of aiding the real interests of 
the slaves, that they had. been used merely as 
tools for electioneering purposes; and that 
trick of hypocrisy then fell as quickly as it 
had been got up. — Page 384. 

To Jared Sparks. 

MoNTiOELLO, February 4, 1824. 

Dear Sir : I duly received your favor of the 
13th, and with it the last number of the North 
American Review. This has anticipated the 
one I should receive in course, but have not 
yet received, under my subscription to the new 
series. The article on the African coloniza- 
tion of the people of color, to which you invite 
my attention, I have read with much consid- 
eration. It is, indeed, a fine one, and will do 
much good. I learn from it more, too, than I 
had before known, of the degree of success and 
promise of that colony. In the disposition of 
these unfortunate people, there are two rational 
objects to be distinctly kept in view. 1. The 
establishment of a colony on the coast of Afri- 
ca, which may introduce among the aborigines 
the arts of cultivated life, and the blessings of 
civilization and science. By doing this, we 
may make to them some retribution for tliS 
long course of injuries we have been commit- 
ting on their population. And considering 
that these blessings will descend to the " nati 
natorum, et qui nascentur ah illis," we shall in 
the long run have rendered them perhaps more 
good than evil. To fulfil this object, the colo- 
ny of Sierra Leone promises well, and that of 
Mesurado adds to our prospect of success. 
Under this view, the Colonization Society is 
to be considered as a missionary society, hav- 
ing in view, however, objects more humane, 
more justifiable, and less aggressive on *iie 
peace of other nations, than the others of that 
appellation. 

The second object, and the most interesting 
to us, as coming home to our physical and 
moral characters, to our happiness and safety, 
is to provide an asylum, to which we can, by 
degrees, send the whole of that population 
from among us, and establish them under our 
patronage and protection, as a separate, free, 
and independent people, in some country and 
climate friendly to human life and happiness. 
That any place on the coast of Africa should 
answer the latter purpose, I have ever deemed 
entirely impossible. And without repeating 
the other arguments which have been urged 
by others, I will appeal to figures only, which 
admit of no controversy. I shall speak in 
round numbers, not absolutely accurate, yet 
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not so wide from truth as to \-Ary the result 
matcriaUj'. There are in the United States a 
million and a half of people of color in sla- 
very. To send off the whole of these at once, 
nobody conceives to be praeiticable for us, or 
expedient for thera. Let us take twenty-five 
years for its accomplishment, within which 
time they will be doubled. Their estimated 
va.lue as property, in the first place, (for actual 
property has beem lawfully vested in that form, 
and who can lawfully take it from the possess- 
ors?) at an average of two hundred dollars 
each, young and old, would amount to six 
hundred millions of dollars, vhich raust.be 
paid or lost by somebody. To this, add the 
cost of their transportation by land and sea 
to Mesurado, a year's provision of food and 
clothing, implements of husbandry and of their 
trades, which will amount to three hundred 
millions more, making thirty-six millions of 
dollars a year for twenty-five years, with in- 
surance of peaice all that time, and it is impos- 
sible to look at the question a second time. I 
am awart; that, at the end of about sixteen 
years, a gradual detraction from this sum will 
commence, from the gradual diminution of 
breeders, and go on during the remaining nine 
years. Calculate this deduction, and It is still 
impossible to look at the enterprise a second 
time. 

I do not say this to induce an inference 
that the getting rid of them is forever impos- 
sible; for that is neittier my opinion nor my 
hope; but only that it cannot be done in this 
way. There is, I think, a Avay in which it can 
be done — that is, by emancipating the after- 
born, leaving them, on due compensation, with 
their mothers, until their services are worth 
thoir maintenance, ivnd then putting them to 
industrious occupations until a proper age 
for deportation. This was the result of my 
reflections on the subject five~!?,nd-forty years 
ago, and I have never yet been able to conceive 
any other practicable* plan. It was sketched 
in the Notes on Virginia, under the fourteenth 
query. The estimated value of the new-born 
infant is so low, (say twelve dollars and fifty 
cents,) that it would probably be yielded by 
the owner gratis, and would thus reduce the 
six hundred millions of dollars— the first head 
of expense— to thirty-seven millions and a half; 
leaving only the expenses of nourishment while 
with the mother, and of transportation. And 
from what fund are these expenses to be fur- 
nished ? Why not from that of the lands Avhich 
have been ceded by the very States now need- 
ing this relief? — and ceded on no considera- 
tion, for the most part, but that of the general 
good of the whole. These cessions already 
constitute one-fourth of the States of the 
Union. It may be said that these lands have 
been sold, are now the property of the citizens 
composing those States, and the money long 
ago received and expended. But an equiva- 
lent of lands in the territories since acquired 
may be appropriated to that object, or so much, 
at least, as may be sufficient; and the object, 
although more important to the slave States, 



is highly so to the others also, if they wew 
serious in their arguments on the Missouri 
question. The slave States, too, if more in- 
terested, would also contribute more by their 
gratuitous liberation, thus taking on themselves 
alone the first and heaviest item of expense. 
In the plan sketched in the Notes on Virginia, 
no particular place of asylum was specified, 
because it was thought possible that, in the rcY- 
olutionary state of America, then commenced, 
events might open to us some one within prac- 
ticable distance. This has now happened. St. 
Domingo has become independent, and with a 
population of that color only; and if the pub- 
lic papers are to be credited, their chivf offers 
to pay their passage, to receive them as free 
citizens, and to provide them employment. 
This leaves, then, for the general Confederacy, 
no expense but of nurture with the mother'a 
few years, and would call, of course, for a very 
moderate appropriation of the vacant lands. 
Suppose the whole annual increase to be of 
sixty thousand effective births ; fifty vessels, 
of four hundred tons burden each, constantly 
employed in that short run, would carry off 
the increase of every year, and the old stock 
would die off in the ordinary course of nature, 
lessening from the commencement until its 
final disappearance. In this way, no violation 
of private right is proposed. Voluntary sur- 
renders would probably come in as fast as the 
means to be provided for their care would be 
competent to it. Looking at my own State 
only — and I presume not to speak for ibe 
others — I verily believe that this surrender of 
property would not amount to more, annually, 
than half our present diifect taxes, to be coa- 
tinued fully about twenty or twenty-five years, 
and then gradually diminishing for as many 
more, until their final extinction; and even 
this half tax would not be paid in cash, but 
by the delivery of an object which they have 
never yet known or counted as part of their 
property ; and those not possessing the object 
will be called on for nothing. I do not go 
into all the details of the burdens and benefits 
of this operation. And who could estimate 
its blessed effects? I leave this to those wlio 
will live to see their accomplishment, and to 
enjoy a beatitude forbidden to my age. But I 
leave it with this admonition, to rise and be 
doing. A million and a half are within their 
control; but six millions, (which a majority 
of those now living will see them attain,) and 
one million of these fighting men, will say, 
" We will not go." 

I am aware that this subject involves some 
constitutional scruples; but a liberal construc- 
tion, justified by the object, may go far, and 
an amendment of the Constitution the whole 
length necessary. The separation of infants 
from their mothers, too, would produce some 
scruples of humanity ; but this would be strain- 
ing at a gnat, and swallowing a camel. 

I am much pleased to see that you have 
taken up the subject of the duty on imported 
books. I hope a crusade will be kept up 
against it, until those in power shall become 
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sensible of this stain on our legislation, and 
shall wipe it from their code, and from the re- 
membrance of man, if possible. 

I salute yon with assurances of high respect 
and esteem. Th. Jefferson. 

[Faffe 388.] 

Extract from a letter, written by Thomas Jeffer- 
son, addressed to Edward Coles. 

I iiad always hoped that the younger gener- 
ation, receiving their early impressions after 
the flame of liberty had been kindled- in every 
breast, and had become, as it were, the vital 
spark of every American, that the generous 
temperament of youth, analogous to the mo- 
tion of their blood, and above the suggestions 
of avarice, would have sympathized with op- 
pression wherever found, and proved their love 
of liberty beyond their own share of it. 

But my intercourse with them, since my 
return, has not been sufficient to ascertain 
that they had made, towards this point, the 
progress I had hoped. Your solitary but wel- 
come voice is the first which has brought this 
Bound to my ear; and I have considered the 
general silence which prevails on this subject 
as indicating an apathy unfavorable to every 
hope. Yet the hour of emancipation is ad- 
vancing, in the march of time. It will come; 
and, whether brought on by the generous en- 
ergies of our oWn minds, or by the bloody 
process of St. Domingo, excited and conducted 
by the power of our present enemy, if once 
stationed permanently within our country, 
and offering asylum and arms to the oppressed, 
is a leaf of our history not yet turned over. 

As to the inethod by which this difficult 
work is to be effected, if permitted to be done 
by ourselves, I have seen no proposition so ex- 
pedient, on the whole, as that of emancipation 
of those born after a given day, and of their 
education and expatriation at a proper age, 

i am sensible of the partialities with which , 
you have looked towards me, as the perspu 
who should undertake this salutary but ardu- 
ous work. But this, my dear sir, is like bid- 
ding old Priam to buckle the armor of Hector: 
" Trcmentibus aevo humeris et inutile ferrum cin- 
gitur." No ; I have overlived the generation 
with which mutual labors and perils beget 
mutual confidence and influence. This enter- 
prise is for the young — for those who can fol- 
low it up, and bear it through to its consum- 
mation. 

It shall have all my prayers, and these are 
the only weapons of an old man; but, in the 
mean time, are you right in abandoning this 
property, and your country with it? I think 
not. 

My opinion has ever been, that until more 
can be done for them, we should endeavor. 
With those whom fortune has thrown on our 
nands, lo feed and clothe them well, protect 
them from ill usage, require such reasonable 
labor only as is performed by free men, and be 
led by no repugnances to abdicate them, and 
our duties to them. The laws do not permit 
to turn them loose, if that were for their 



good ; and to commute them for other proper- 
ty is to commit them to those whose usage to 
them we cannot control, i hope, then, my dear 
sir, you will reconcile yourself to your country 
and its unfortunate condition, and that you 
will not lessen its stock of sound disposition 
by withdrawing your proportion from the 
mass; that, on the contrary, you will come 
forward in the public councils, become the mis- 
sionary of the doctrine truly Christian, insinu- 
ate and inculcate it softly but steadily, through 
the medium of writing and conversation, asso^ 
ciate others in your labors, and when the 
phalanx is formed, bring on and press the 
proposition perseveringly until its accomplish- 
ment. It is an encouraging observation, that 
no good measure was ever proposed, which, if 
duly pursued, failed to prevail in the end. We 
have proof of this, in the history of the en- 
deavors of the British Parliament to suppress 
that very trade which brought this evil on us. 
And you will be supported by the religious 
precept, "Be not weary iri well-doing." That 
your success may be speedy and complete, as 
it will be of honorable and immortal consola- 
tion, I shall fervently and sincerely pray, as I 
assure you of my great friendship and respect. 

Thomas Jefferson. 

The people of North Carolina are justly proud 
of the fame of the wise and good Judge Gaston. 
He was distinguished alike for talents, attain- 
ments, and moral worth. They will therefore 
receive, with attention and respect, his warn- 
ing admonition upon the subject of slavery. 
In an address to the students of the University 
at Chapel Hill, in June, 1832, he used the fol- 
lowing language : 

On you, too, will devolve the duty, which 
has been too long neglected, but which can- 
not with impunity be neglected much longer, 
of providing for the migration and (is it too 
much to hope for in North Carolina?) for the 
ultimate extirpation of the worst evil that af- 
flicts the Southern part of our Confederacy. 
Full well do you know to what I refer; for on 
this subject there is, with all of us, a morbid 
sensitiveness which gives warning even of an 
approach to it. Disguise the truth as we may, 
and throw the blame where we will, it is sla- 
very which, more than any other cause, keeps 
us back in the career of improvement. It 
stifles industry and represses enterprise; it is 
fatal to economy and providence; it discour- 
ages skill, impairs our strength as a commu- 
iiity, and poisons morals at the fountain head. 
IIow this evil is to be encountered, how sub- 
dued, is indeed a difficult and delicate in- 
quiry, which this is not the time to examine 
nor the occasion to discuss. I felt, however, 
that I could not discharge my duty without 
referring to this subject, as one which ought 
to engage the prudence, moderation, and firm- 
ness, of those who sooner or later, must act 
1 decisively upon it. 
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.VNNALS OF FIRST CONGRESS. 

Thuksdat, February 11, ItOO. 
Mr. Fitzsinimons presented the address to 
tbo Senate and House of Represcntfttives of 
the United States, of the people called Quakers, 
in their annual assembly convened; signed in 
f.nd on behalf of the Yearly Meeting for Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and the west- 
ern parts of Maryland and Virginia, held by 
adjournments from the 28th day of the ninth 
month, to the 3d day of the tenth month, in- 
clusive, I18d, by Nicholas Wain, clerk to the 
meeting this year. 

Mr. Lawrence also presented an address fram 
the Society of Friends in the city of New York, 
in which they set forth their desire of co-ope- 
rating with their Southern brethren in their 
protest against the slave trade. 

Mr. Hartley, of Pa., moved to refer the ad- 
dress of the annual assembly of Friends, held 
at Philadelphia, to a committee. He thought 
it a mark of respect due to so numerous and 
ropectable a part of the community. 
Mr. White, of Va., seconded the motion. 
Mr. Parker, of Va. I hope, Mr. Speaker, 
the petition of these respectable persons will 
be attended to with all the readiness the im- 
portance of its objects demands ; and I cannot 
help expressing the pleasure I feel in finding 
80 considerable a part of the community at- 
tending to matters of such momentous concern 
to the future prosperity and happiness of the 
people of America. I think it ray duty, as a 
citizen of the Union, to espouse their cause; 
and it is incumbent upon every member of this 
House to sift the subject well, and to ascertain 
what can be done to restrain a practice so ne- 
farious. The Constitution has authorized us 
to levy a tax upon the importation of such 
persons as the States shall authorize to be ad- 
mitted. I would willingly go to that extent; 
and if anything further can be devised to dis- 
countenance the trade, consistent with the 
terms of the Constitution, I shall cheerfully 
give it my assent and support. 

Mr. Madison, of Va. The gentleman fiom 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Fitzsimmons] has put this 
question on its proper ground. If gentlemen 
do not mean to oppose the commitment to- 
morrow, they may as well acquiesce in it to- 
day; and I apprehend gentlemen need not be 
alarmed at any measure it is likely Congress 
will take; because they will recollect that the 
Constitution secures to the individual States 
the right of admitting, if they think proper, 
the importation of slaves into their own terri- 
tory, for eighteen years yet unexpired; sub- 
ject, however, to a tax, if Congress are dis- 
posed to impose it, of not more than ten dollars 
on each person. The petition, if I mistake 
not, speaks of artifices used by self-interested 
persons to carry on this trade; and the peti- 
tion from New York states a case that may 
require the consideration of Congress. If 
anything is within the Federal authority to 
restrain such violation of the rights of nations 
and of mankind as is supposed to be practiced 



in some parts of the United States, it will cer- 
tainly tend to the interest and honor of the 
community to attempt a remedy, and is a 
proper subject for our discussion. It may be 
that foreigners take the advantage of the lib- 
erty afibrded them by the American trade, to 
employ our shipping in the slave trade between 
Africa and the West Indies, when they are re- 
strained from employing their own by restric- 
tive laws of their nation. If this is the case, 
is there any person of humanity tlxat would 
not wish to prevent then? Another consid- 
eration why we should commit the petition b, 
that we may give no ground of alarm by a 
serious opposition, as if we were about to take 
measures that were uijcoustitutional, — Faga 
1182 to 1191. 

Friday, February 12, iVf'O. 

The following memorial of the Pennsylvania 
Society for promoting the Abolition of Sla- 
very, the relief of free negroes unlawfully held 
in bondage, and the improvement of the con- 
dition of the African race, was presented and 
read: 

The memorial respectfully sboweth — 

That, from a regard for the happiness of 
mankind, an association was formed several 
years since, in this State, by a number of her 
citizens, of various religious denominations, 
for promoting the abolition of slavery, and for 
the relief of those unlawfully held in bondage. 
A just and acute conception of the true princi- 
ples of liberty, as it spread through the land, 
produced accessions to their numbers, many 
friends to their cause, and a legislative co- 
operation with their views, which, by the 
t'essings of Divine Providence, have been 
successfully directed to the relieving from 
bondage a large number of their fellow crea- 
tures of the African race. They have also the 
satisfaction to observe,' that in conse«:iuence 
of that spirit of philanthropj"- and geauine lib- 
erty which is generally difl'using its beneficial 
influence, similar institutions are forming, at 
home and abroad. 

That mankind are all formed by the same 
Almighty Being, alike objects of his care, and 
equally designed for the enjoyment of happi- 
ness, the Christian religion teaches us to be- 
lieve, and the political creed of Americans 
fully coincides with the position. Your memo- 
rialists, particularly engaged in attending to 
the distresses arising from slavery, believe it 
their indispensable duty to present this sub- 
ject to your notice. They have observed, with 
real satisfaction, that many important and 
salutary powers are vested in you, for " pro- 
moting the welfare and securing the blessings 
of liberty to the people of the United States;" 
and as they conceive that these blessings 
ought rightfully to be administered, Avithout 
distinction of color, to all descriptions of peo- 
ple, so they indulge themselves in the pleasing 
expectation that nothing which can be done for 
the relief of the unhappy objects of their care 
will be either" omitted or delayed. 

From a persuasion that equal liberty was 
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oiiginiilly the portion and is still the birth- 
right of all men, and influenced by the strong 
ties of humanity and the principles of their 
institution, your memorialists conceive tliem- 
gelves bound to use all justifiable endeavors 
to loosen the bands of slavery, and promote a 
genenil eujoyment of the blessings of freedom. 
Under these impressions, they earnestly en- 
trout your serious attention on the subject of 
slavery; that you will be pleased to connte- 
uiince the reatoration of liberty to those un- 
La[ipy men, who alone, in this land of freedom, 
are degraded into perpetual bondage, and who. 
au'ldst the general joy of surrounding free- 
men, ore groaning in servile subjection; that 
you will devise means for removing this in- 
consistency from the character of the Ameri- 
can people; that you will promote mercy and 
justice towards this distressed race, and that 
you will step to the. very verge of the power 
vested in you for discouraging every species 
of traffic in the persons of our fellow-men. 

Benj. Feanklin, President. 
Philadelphia, February 3, 1790, 

Mr. Hartley then called up the memorial 
presented yesterday, from the annual meeting 
of Friends at Philadelphia, for a second read- 
ing; whereupon the same was read a second 
time, aud moved to be committed. 

Mr. Seney, of Md., denied that there was 
anything unconstitutional in the memorial; 
at least, if there was, it had escaped his atten- 
tion, and he should be obliged to the gentle- 
man to point it out. Its only object was, that 
Congress should exercise their constitutional 
authority to abate the horrors of slavery, aa 
far as they could; indeed, he considered that 
all altercation on the subject of commitment 
was at an end, as the House had impliedly 
determined yesterday that it should be com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Page, of Va., was in favor of the com- 
mitment. He hoped that the designs of the 
respectable memorialists would not be stopped 
at the threshold, in order to preclude a fair 
discussion of the prayer of the memorial. He 
observed that gentlemen had founded their 
arguments upon a misrepresentation ; for the 
object of the memorial is not declared to be 
the total abolition of the slave trade, but that 
Congress will consider whether it be not in 
reaHty within their power to exercise justice 
and mercy, which, if adhered to, they cannot 
doubt, must produce the abolition of the slave 
trade. If, then, the prayer contained nothing 
unconstitutional, he trusted the meritorious 
efifort of the petitioners would not be frus- 
trated. 

^ With respect to the alarm that was appre- 
iiended, he conjectured there was none; but 
there might be just cause, if the memorial was 
Eot taken into consideration. He placed him- 
self in the case of a slave, and said that, on 
hearing that Congress had refused to listen to 
the decent suggestions of a respectable part of 
the cornmunity, he should infer that the Gen- 
eral Government (from which Vr'us espected 



great good would result to every class of citi- 
zens) had shut their ears against the voice of 
humanity, and he should de.'spair of any allevi- 
ation of the miseries he and his posterity had 
in prospect; if anything could induce hira to 
rebel, it must be a stroke like this, impressing 
on his mind all the horrors of despair. But 
I if he was told that application was made in hiB 
behalf, and that Congress was willing to bear 
what could be urged in favor of discouraging 
the practice of importing his fellow-wretchea, 
he would trust in their justice and humanity, 
and wait the decision i>atieatly. He presumed 
that these unfortunate people would reason in 
the same way; and he therefore conceived the 
most likely way to prevent danger was to com- 
mit the petition. He lived in a State which 
had the misfortune of having in her bosom a 
great number of slaves ; he held many of them 
himself, and was as much interested in the 
business as any gentleman in South Carolina 
and Georgia ; yet if he was determined to hold 
them in eternal bondage, he should feel no 
uneasiness or alarm on account of the present 
measure, because be should rely upon the vir- 
tue of Congress, that they would not exercis* 
any unconstitutional authority. 

Mr. Madison, of Va. The debate has taken 
a serious turn, and it will be owing to thi* 
alone if an alarm is created; for, had the 
memorial been treated in the usual way, it 
would have been considered, aa a matter of 
course, and a report might have been made, 
so as to have given general satisfaction. K 
there was the slightest tendency, by the com- 
mitment, to break in upon the Constitution, 
he would object to it; but he did not see upon 
what ground such an event was to be appre- 
hended. The petition prayed, in general terms, 
for the interference of Congress, so far as they 
were constitutionally authorized ; but even if 
its prayer was in some degree unconstitution- 
al, it might be committed, as was the case on 
Mr. Churchman's petition — one part of which 
was supposed to apply for an unconstitutional 
interference by the General Government. He 
admitted that Congress is restricted by the 
Constitution from taking measures to abolish 
the slave trade; ijet there are a variety of ways 
by which it could countenance the abolition, and 
regulations might be made in relation to the in- 
troduction of them into the new Siafe^ to be formed 
out of the Western Territory. He thought the 
ohje.cl well worthy of co7tsidcraiion. 

The question on the commitment being 
about to be put, the yeas and nays were called 
for, and were as follows: 

Yeas — Messrs. Ames, Benson, Boudinot, 
Brown, Cadwalader, Ciyraer, Fitzsimmona, 
Floyd, Foster, Gale, Gerry, Gilman, Goodhue, 
Griffin, Grout, Hartley, Hathorn, Heister, Hun- 
tington, Lawrence, Lee, Leonard, Livermore, 
Madison, Moore, Muhlenburg, Page, Parker, 
Partridge, Rensselaer, Schureraan, Scott, Sedg- 
wick, Seney, Sherman, Sinnickson, Smith of 
Maryland, Sturgis, Thatcher, Trumbull, Wads- 
worth, White, and Wynkoop — 43. 

Nays — Messrs. Baldwin, Bland, Burke, Coles, 
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Hugcr, Jackson, Matthews, Sylvester, Smith 
of South Carolina; Stone, and Tucker — 11. 

The mciDorials Avcre referred accordingly. 

[^I'ages 1197 1o 12(J5, indusive-l 

Friday, March 5, IVOO. 

Mr. Foster, from the committee appointed 
for the purpose, made a report on the petitions 
of the people called Quakers, and also of the 
Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Aboli- 
tion of Slavery. — Page 1413. 

Monday, March 8, 1790. 

Mr. Hartley moved that the report of the 
committee on the memorials of the peopjle 
called Quakers should be taken up for a second 
reading; which motion being adoptedj it was 
read, as follows, viz: 

REPORT. 

That, from the nature of the matters con- 
tained in those memorials, they were induced 
to examine the powers vested in Congress, 
uuder the present Constitution, relating to 
tiie abolition of slavery, and are clearly of 
opinion — 

First. That the General Government is ex- 
pressly restrained from prohibiting the import- 
ation of such persons as any of the States now 
existing shall think proper to admit, until the 
year 1808. 

Secondly. That Congress, by a fair construc- 
tion of the Constitution, are equally restrained 
from interfering in the emancipation of slaves, 
who already are, or who msiy, within the period 
mentioned, be imported into or born within 
any of the said States. 

Thirdly. That Congress have no authority 
to interfere in the internal regulations of par- 
ticular States, relative to the instruction of 
slaves in the principles of morality and religion, 
to their comfortable clothing, accommodation, 
and subsistence; to the regulation of their 
marriages, and the prevention of the violation 
of the rights thereof, or to the separation of 
children from their parents; to a comfortable 
provision in the case of sickness, age, or infirm- 
ity, or to the seizure, transportation, or sale, 
of free negroes ; but have the fullest confidence 
in the wisdom and humanity of the Legisla- 
tures of the several States, that they will revise 
their laws, frxsm time to time, when necessary, 
and promote the objects mentioned in the 
memorials, and every other measure that m.iy 
tend to the happiness of slaves. 

Fourthly, That, nevertheless, Congress have 
authority, if they shall thin!: it neccss.lry, to 
lay, ut any time, a tax or duty, not exceeding 
ten dollars for each person, of any description, 
ti'ie importation of whom shall be V.<y any of 
the Stittes admitted as aforesaid. 

Fifthly, That Congress have authority to in- 
terdict, or (so far as it is or may be carried on 
by citizens of the United States, for supplying 
foreigners) to regulate the African trade, and 
to make provision for the humane treatment 
fff slaves, in all cases, while on their passages 
to the United States or to foreign ports, as 



far as it respects the citizens of the United 
States. 

Sixthly. That Congress have also authoritj 
to prohibit foreigners from fitting out vesseU 
in any part of the United States, for transport- 
ing persons from Africa to any foreign port. 

Seventhly. That the memorialists be in- 
formed that in all cases, to which the authority 
of Congress extends, they will exercise it for 
the humane objects of the memorialists, so ftr 
as they can be promoted on the principles of 
justice, humanity, and good policy. 

{^Pcges 1414 io 1417, inclusive.'^ 

■Wednesday, March 17, 1790. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the memorial of 
the people called Quakers, &c., (Mr. Benson in 
the chair.) 

The question of order was put, when it was 
determined that Mr. Tucker's last amendment 
was not in order. 

The report was then taken up by paragraphs. 
The first proposition being read — 

Mr. White, of Va., moved that it be struck 
out. He did this, he said, because he was 
against entering into a consideration, at this 
time, of the powers of Congress. He thought 
it would be time enough for this, when the 
powers are called in question. He then read 
the nest, which he said was entirely unneces- 
sary, as it contains nothing more than what is 
contained in express terms in the Constitution. 
He passed on to the third, which he said was 
equally unnecessary; and to the fourth, which 
was provided for by the Constitution. He said 
that he should agree to the fifth and sixth, 
with certain modifications. Agreeable to this 
idoa, he offered those two in a different form. 
He disagreed to the seventh proposition, as 
unnecessary and improper. He concluded hy 
observing that his wish was to promote the 
happiness of all mankind, and, among the rest, 
those who are the objects of the present con- 
sideration ; but this he wished to do in con- 
formity to the principles of justice, and with a 
due regard to the peace and happiness of 
others. He w^ould contribute all in his power 
to their comfort and well-being while in ft 
state of slavery; but he was fully of opinion 
that Congress has no right to interfere in the 
business, any further than he proposed by the 
two propositions as modified. He did not, 
hov.'e\cr, anticipate the difficulties from a total 
prohibition which some gentlemen seem to 
apprehend; and if Congress had it in their 
power to interdict this business at the present 
moment, he did not think the essential inter- 
ests of the Southern States would suffer. 
Twenty years ago, he supposed the idea he 
now suggested would have caused universal 
alarm. Virgin ia, however, about twelve years 
since, prohibited the importation of negroes 
I from Africa, and the consequences apprehended 
never were realized ; on the contrary, the agri- 
culture of that State was never in a more 
i flourishing situation. 
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Friday. X'arch 19, 1(00. 

The House then wont again into a Commit- 
tee on the Quakers' memorial, &c. (Mr. Benson 
in the chair.) 

The fourth proporiition, respecting a duty of 
ten dollars on slaves imported, being rco-d, it 
was moved that it be struck out ; which mo- 
tion, after much debate, was adopted. 

Several modifications of the fifth proposition 
Tvcre offered, but the following, in substance, 
offered by Mr. Madison, was agreed to, viz : 
Congress have authority to restrain the citizens 
of the United States, who are concerned in 
the African trade, from supplying foreigners 
Tlth slaves, and to provide for their humane 
treatment while on their passage to the United 
States. 

The Committee then rose, and the House 
adjourned till Monday next. — Page 1466. 

Monday, March 22, 1790. 

The House again went into a CoEamittee of 
the Whole on tiae Quakers' memorial, &c. 
(Mr. Benson in the chair.) 

The sixth article was further discussed. 

Mr. Scott commenced the debate, advocating 
the prayer of the memorialists, and was re- 
phed to by several of the Southern members. — 
?agc 1466. 

It was moved that the sixth article be struck 
out, but the motion was negatived. The Gom- 
mitiee then agi-eed to the proposition. The 
seventh article was, on motion, struck out. 

The Committee then rose, and made their 
report to the House, which was laid on the 
table.— P«ye 1471. 

Tuesday, March 23, 1790. 

It was then moved that the House should 
take up the report of the Committee of the 
Whole on the report of the committee to whom 
was referred the memorir-Js of the people called 
Quakers, and of the Pennsylvania Society for 
Promoting the Abolition of Slavery. 

This motion was opposed by Hr. Jackson 
of Ga., Mr. Smith of S. C, Mr. Burke of Ga., 
and Mr. Bland. They severally observed that 
the discussion of the subject has already ex- 
cited a spirit of dissension among the meiabers 
of the House, and that every principle of policy 
and concern for the dignity of the House, and 
the peace and tranquilUty of the United States, 
concur to show the propriety of dropping the 
subject, and letting it sleep where it is. On 
the other hand, Mr. Vining of Del., Mr. Hart- 
ley of Pa., and Mr. Page of Va., oivsorved 
that there was the same propriety in taking 
"P the subject at the present moment, and 
Winging it to a conclusion, as there was for 
arst taking it up; that it has been so fully dis- 
cussed, it cannot be supposed gentlemen will 
go over the same ground again; it may soon 
"8 determined ; to pass it over will be unpre- 
cedented, and win leave the public mind in the 
same state of uncertainty from which so much 
ganger is apprehended. The motion for taking 
^ tile report was warmly contested in a 
■engthy debate, and finally passed in the af- 



firmative, by a majority of one. "Whereupon, 
on ntotion that the said report of thu commit- 
tee, and also the report of the Committee of 
the Whole Hou.se, of amendments to said re- 
port, bo inserted on the Journal, it was resolved 
in the affirmative — 29 votes to 25. The yeas 
and nays were as follows ; 

Those who voted in the affirmative were — 
Messrs. Boudinot, Brown, Cadwalader, Con- 
tee, Floyd, Foster, Gerry, Oilman, Goodhue, 
Griffin, Hartley, Hathorn, Hcister, Huntington, 
Lawrence, Lee, Leonard, Madison, Muhlen- 
burg, Parker, Partridge, Schureman, Scott, 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Sylvester, Siiinickson, 
Vining, and Wynkoop. 
Those who voted in the negative were — 
Messrs. Ames, Baldwin, Benson, Bland, 
Burke, Carroll, Coles, Gale, Grout, Jackson, 
Livermore, Matthews, Moore, Page, Van Rens- 
selaer, Smith of Maryland, Smith of South 
Carolina, Stone, Sturgcs, Sumter, Thatcher, 
Trumbull, Tucker, White, and W^illiamson. 

Report of the Committee of the Whole Uon^e. 

The Committee of the Whole House, to whom 
was referred the report of the committee on 
memorials of the people called Quakers, and 
of the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting 
the Abolition of Slavery, report the following 
amendments : 

Strike out the first clause, together with the 
recital thereto, and in lieu thereof insert, 
"That the migration or importation of such 
persons as any of the States now existing shall 
think proper to admit, cannot be prohibited 
by Congress prior to the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight." 

Strike out the second and third clauses, and 
in lieu thereof insert, "That Congress have 
no authority to interfere in the emancipation 
of slaves, or in the treatment of them within 
any of the States, it remaining with the sev- 
eral States alone to provide any regulations 
therein which humanity and true policy may 
require." 

Strike out the fourth and fifth clauses, and 
in lieu thereof insert, "That Congress have 
authority to restrain, the citizens of the United 
States from carrying on the African trade, for 
the purpose of supplying foreigners with slaves, 
and of providing, by proper regul:itions, for 
the humane treatment, during their passage, 
of slaves imported by the said citizens into the 
States admitting such importation." 

Strike out the seventh clause. — Pages 1472 
to 1474, inclusive. 



THIRD CONGRESS. 
Monday, January 20, 1794. 
Quakers' Memorial. 

A memorial was read, from the people called 
Quakers. The substance of this memorial is, 
to request that Congress would pass a law to 
prohibit the citizens of the United States from 
transporting slaves from the coast of Africa to 
the West India islands. 

The petition was read by the Speaker. 
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Mr. Giles V "shed that it might be referred 
to a select committee. 

Mr. llourne wished that it should lie on the 
t?^)le for a day or t-^'o. He did not, by this, 
mean to oppose the principle of the memorial; 
but he innierstood that another of the same 
tenor v.as to be presented to the Senate. He 
therefore wished that it might be deferred, till 
the House could see whether the Senate should 
take it np. If they did not, he should then 
move that it should be referred to a select 
committee. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble.— 249. 

TuE.<?DAY, Jancauy 21, 1794. 

Ordered^ That the memorial of the people 
called Quakers, at their yearly meeting, held 
in Rhode Island, in the year 1793, which lay 
on the table, be referred to Mr. Trumbull, Mr. 
Ward, Mr. Giles, Mr. Talbot, and Mr. Grove; 
that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereupon, 
to the House. — Page 253. 

Tuesday, January 28, 1794. 

A. memorial of the delegates from the several 
societies formed in different parts of the United 
States for promoting the abolition of slavery, 
in convention assciubled, at Philadelphia, on 
the 1st instant, was presented to the House 
and read, praying that Congress may adopt 
such measures as may be the most effectual 
and expedient for the abolition of the slave 
trade. Also, a memorial of the Providence 
Society for abolishing the slave trade, to the 
same effect. 

Ordered, That the said memorials be referred 
to Mr. Trumbull, Mr. Ward, Mr. Giles, Mr. Tal- 
bot, and Mr. Grove ; that they do examine the 
matter thereof, and report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House. — jPage 349. 

Tuesday, February 11, 1794. 

Mr. Trumbull, from the committee to whom 
were referred the memorials of the people call- 
ed Quakers, at their yearly meeting, held in 
Rhode Island, in the year 1793, of the dele- 
gates from the several societies for promoting 
the abolition of slavery, in convention assem- 
bled, at Philadelphia, on the 1st day of Janu- 
ary last, and of the Providence Society for 
abolishing the slave trade, made a report; 
which was read, and ordered to be committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House on Mon- 
day next. — Page 448. 

Monday, February 17, 1794. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House, on the report of the com- 
mittee to whom were referred the memorial;? of 
the people called Quakers, at their yearly meet- 
ing, held in Rhode Island, in the year 1792; 
of the delegates from the several societies for 
promoting the abolition of slavery, in conven- 
tion assembled, at Philadelphia, on the 1st day 
of J :iuary last; and of the Providence Society 
for abolishing the slave trade; and, after some 



time spent therein, the Chairman reported tha't 
the Committee had had the said report under 
consideration, and come to a resolution there- 
upon ; which was twice read, and agreed to 
by the House, as follows : 

Resolved^ That a committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill or bills to prohibit 
the fitting out of any ship or vessel, in any 
port of the United States, either by citizens of 
the United States or foreigners, for the pur- 
pose of procuring, from any kingdom or coun- 
try, the inhabitants of such kingdom or coun- 
try, to be transported to any foreign parts or 
places of the world, to be sold or disposed of 
as slaves. 

Ordered, That Mr. Trumbull, Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Giles, Mr. Talbot, and Mr. Grove, be a com- 
mittee pursuant to the said resolution. — Pagt 
455. 

Friday, February 28, 1794. 

Mr. Trumbull, from the committee appointed, 
presented a bill to prohibit the carrying on 
the sla-ve trade from the United States to any 
foreign place or country; which was read 
twice, and committed. — Page 469. . 

Thursday, March 6, 1794. 

The House went into Committee of the 
Whole on the bill to prohibit the carrying on 
the slave trade from the ports of the United 
States — Mr. Boudinot in the chair. 

The two first sections of the bill were agreed 
to, with one alteration, moved by Mr. Trum- 
bull, which was, to give the District Court, as 
well as the Circuit Courts, cognizance of the 
offence. 

The third section — ^which relates to the 
penalty, &c. — it was moved should be struck 
out. 

This motion was negatived. 
Itwa,s then moved to insert the word foreign 
before " ship or vessel ; " which was agreed to. 

The Committee proceeded through the bill, 
which was reported to the House with sundry 
amendments. These were agreed to by the 
House, and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. — Page 483. 



DEBATE ON EMANCIPATION, IN THE VIR- 
GINIA LEGISLATURE, IN 1832. 

The debate in the Virginia Legislature, at 
the session of 1831-32, on the subject of 
Emancipation, Avas occasioned by the South- 
ampton insurrection, which occurred in the 
preceding August. The minds of the people 
were awakened by that event to the continual 
insecurity and danger of a state of society in 
which one half of the people are made the 
natural enemies of the other; and the press 
almost unanimously broke forth in condemna- 
tion of a system to which they justly traced 
the dilapidation and decay of agriculture, the 
absence of arts, manufactures, and internal 
improvements, and the prevalent ignorance 
among the body of the people. The condition 
of Virginia was contrasted with that of the 
Northern States in these particulars, and her 
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povf-rty iiuil degenemcy demonstrated on the ] 
iiRO.itestiibIc authority of official statistics, i 
Tlu' (It'lnilii uccupieil many consecutive day.> 
ui the t;i.;-^:ioii, and rau.st be regarded, by all j 
who peruse it, as one of the ablest, and, owing i 
ti) the vital iiuportance of the subject, one of 
the most interesting that has ever occurred on 
the continent. The Virginian of the present 
day, who would bury in oblivion all recollec- 
tion c-f this debate, is untrue to the honor and 
renown of his country. Nowhere has genius 
and liberty been more closely allied than in 
the Old Dominion. It would be difficult to 
find one illustrious name in all her history, 
which is not id entitled with freedom in the 
broadest sense of the term; while those who 
have signalized themselves as the champions 
of slavery are stars of a lesser magnitude. 

Foremost in the ranks of the Emancipation 
party was the distinguished editor of the Rich- 
mond Enquirer, Thomas Ritchie, Esq., a gen- 
lemau of high character, a cool, cautious, and 
VFiiry politician, whose influence was, perhaps, 
at tliat time and subsequently, greater than 
that of any man in Virginia. Side by side 
with the Enquirer stood the Richmond Whig, 
edited by the gallant and impetuous John 
Hampden Pleasants, a man of brilliant genius, 
who, for dashing and racy editorial writing, 
has never been excelled in this country. The 
press of Norfolk, Charlottesville, and other 
places, responded in manly strains to the Rich- 
mond papers : and I believe I shall not be in- 
vidious in saying that a majority of enlightened 
men in the State took a decided stand in favor 
of Emancipation. 

Among the most distinguished advocates of 
Emancipation, in the House of Delegates, were 

Mr. Moore of Rockbridge, Mr. Boiling of , 

Mr. Randolph of Albemarle, Mr. Rives of 
Campbell, General Brodnax of Dinwiddle, Mr. 
Powell, Mr. Faulkner, and Mr. Summers of 
Kanawha. 

From the Richmond Enquirer, Jan. 7, 1832. — 
Editorial. 

It is probable, from what we hear, that the 
Committee on the Colored Population will re- 
port some plan for getting rid of the free peo- 
ple of color. But is this all that can be done? 
Are we forever to suffer the greatest evil which 
can scourge our land, not only to remain, but 
to increase in its dimensions ? "We may shut 
' our eyes and avert our faces, if we please, 
' (writes an eloquent South Carolinian, on his 
' return from the North, a few weeks ago,) but 

there it is, the dark and growing evil at our 
■ doors; and meet the question we must, at no 
I distant day. God only knows what it is the 
^ part of wise men to do on that momentous 
^ «nd appalling subject. Of this I am very 
^ sure, that the difference — nothing short of 
^ 'rightful — between all that exists on one side 
^ of the Potomac and all on the other, is owing 
^ to that cause alone. The disease is deep 
, seated — it is at the heart's core — it is con- 
^ suming, and has all along been consuming, 

our vitals ; and I could laugh— if I could laugh 



' on such a subject — at the ignorance and folly 
' of the politician who ascribes that to an act 
< of the Government which is the inevitable 
' etTect of the eternal laws of Nature. What 
' is to be done? Ohl my God, I do not know, 
' but something must be done." 

Yes, something must be done, and it is the 
part of no honest man to deny it — of no free 
press to aO'cct to conceal it. "^hen this dark 
population is growing upon us; when every 
new census is but gathering its appalling 
numbers upon us; when, within a period ev|ual 
to that in which this Federal Constitution has 
been in existence, these numbers will increase 
to more than two millions within Virginia; 
when our sister States are closing their doors 
upon our blacks for sale, and when our whites 
are moving westwardly in greater numbers 
than we like to hear of; when this, the fairest 
laud on all this continent, for soil, and climate, 
and situation, combined, might become a sort 
of garden spot, if it were worked by the hands 
of white men alone, caa we, ought we, to sit 
quietly down, fold our arms, and say to each 
other, " Well, well, this thing vail not come 
to the worst in our day ; we will leave it to 
our children, and our grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren, to take care of themselves, and 
to brave the storm." Is this to act like wise 
men ? Heaven knows Ave are no fanatics — ^we 
detest the madness which actuated the Amiei 
des Noirs; but something oujht to be done. 
Means, sure but graduod, systematic but dis- 
creet, ought to be adopted, for reducing the 
mass of evilwhich is pressing upon the South, 
and will still more press upon her, the longer 
it is put off. We ought not to shut our eyes, 
nor avert our faces, and, though we speak al- 
most without a hope that the committee of the 
Legislature vrill do anything at the present 
session to meet this question, yet we say now, 
in the utmost sincerity of our hearts, that our 
wisest men cannot give too much of their at- 
tention to this si^bject, nor can they give it 
too soon. 

I shall give only a few extracts from the 
debate. It will be found in full in the Rich- 
mond Enquirer for 1832, in the Stftte Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Moore, of Rockbridge, said: * * * . 
Permit me, now, sir, to direct your attention 
to some of the evil consequences of slavery, 
l)y way of argument in favor of our maturely 
deliberating on the whole subject, and adopt- 
ing some efficient measu res to remove the cause 
from which those evils spring. In the first 
place, I shall confine my remarks to such of 
those evils as affect the white population ex- 
clusively. And even in that point of view, I 
think that slavery, as it exists among us, may 
be regarded as the heaviest calamity which has 
ever befallen any portion of the human race. 
If we look back through the long course of 
time which has elapsed since the creation to 
the present moment, avo shall scarcely be able 
to point ou* a people whose situation was not, 
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in itifiny respects, preferable to our own, and 
that of the otijer States in which negro slavery 
exists. True, sir, we shall see nations which 
have groaned under the yoke of despotism, for 
hundreds and thousands of years; but the in- 
dividuals composing those nations have en- 
joyed a degree of happiness, peace, and free- 
dom from apprehension, which the holders of 
slaves in thiscbuutrycan ncverknow. - * * 
If, sir, we compare the face of the country in 
Virginia with that of the Northern States, we 
shall find the result greatly to the advantage 
of the latter. We shall see the Old Dominion, 
though blessed by nature with all the advan- 
tages of a mild climate, a fruitful soil, and fine 
navigable bays and rivers, generally declining 
in all that constitutes national wealth. In 
that pan of the State below tide-water, the 
whole face of the country wears an appearance 
of almost utter desolation, distressing to the 
beholder. Tall and thick forests of pines are 
everywhere to be seen encroaching upon the 
once cultivated fields, and casting a- deep 
gloom over the laud, which looks as if nature 
mourned over the misfortunes of man. 

Mr. Rives, of Campbell, said: * * * 
On the multiplied and desolating evils of sla- 
very he was not disposed to say much. The 
curse and deteriorating consequences were 
within the observation and experience of the 
members of the House and the people of Vir- 
ginia, and it did aeem to him that there could 
not be two opinions about it. But there wetQ 
strong objections to discussing this bianch of 
the subject in its details, and he would content 
himself with giving a brief attention to the 
Btrange political effects produced by the exist- 
ence of this unnatural connection of master 
and slave, &c., &c. 

Mr. Powell said: * * * J can scarce- 
ly persuade myself that there is a solitary 
gentleman in this House who will not readi- 
ly admit that slavery is an evil, and that 
its removal, if practicable, is a consummation 
most devoutly to be wished. I have not heard, 
nor do I expect to hear, a voice raised in this 
Hall to the contrary. Sir, the gentleman from 
Buckingham a few days ago sketched to us, 
and sketched it, too, with a masterly hand, a 
picture of the withering and blighting effects 
of slavery. That picture is before this House, 
and I will not attempt to add to it a shade, or 
another tint; I will not, sir, lest, instead of 
adding to its effect, I might, with a less skill- 
ful hand, diminish it. Sir, Virginia, the much- 
loved, the venerated mother of us all, from 
being the first State in this great Confederacy, 
is now the third, possibly the fourth; and her 
declining fortunes have long been the source 
of melancholy reflection to her patriotic sons. 
What, sir, is the cause gf this decline? What- 
ever others may think, to my mind it is clear 
that the answer to this interrogatory is, her 
slave population. Hinc illse lachrymx. Here 
lies the source of all her misfortunes. This is 
the clog that has weighed her down, and pre- 
vented her onward march pari pa«su with her 
sister States, in their career of improvement. 



Mr. Preston said: * * * Sir, Mr. Jef- 
ferson, whose hand drew the preamble to the 
Bill of Rights, has eloquently remarked that 
wc had invoked for ourselves the benefit of a 
principle which we had denied to others. He 
saw and felt that slaves, as men, were embraced 
within this principle. 

Mr. Summers, of Kanawha. * * * Uut^ 
sir, the evils of this system cannot be enumer- 
ated. It were unnecessary to attempt it. 
They glare upon us at every etep. When the 
owner looks to his wasted estate, he kno'ws 
and feels them. When the statesman examines 
the condition of his country, and finds her 
moral influence gone, her physical strength 
diminished, her physical power waning, he 
sees and must confess them. They may be 
viewed, written on the nations's map. Coa- 
trast the condition of the Southern States with 
that which those of the Northern and Middle 
present. Examine them in relation to general 
education,. the state of their agriculture, man- 
ufactures, foreign and domestic commerce— 
you have here the problem worked out on a 
large scale. * * * Sir, we should take 
courage from the goodness of the cause in 
which we are engaged. It is one on which 
Heaven will smile. We shall not be left un- 
aided in our exertions. Slavery is a national 
calamity. Such it has been regarded by those 
who are entirely free from the evil. Nine of 
the non-slaveholding States have generously 
offered to the South the common treasury for 
the removal of this common evil. Such, too, 
was the purport of the resolutions submitted 
to the Senate of the United States by Rufus 
King, at the close of his long and useful pub- 
lic life. 

Extract from ihe speech of John A. Chandler, of 
Norfolk County. 

It is admitted by all who have addressed 
this House, that slavery is a curse, and an in- 
creasing one. That it has been destructive to 
the lives of our citizens, history, with unerring 
truth, will record. That its future increase 
will create commotion, cannot be doubted. 

The time, then, sir, has arrived, when the 
salus populi applies, and every consideration of 
patriotism requires us to act upon it. This 
principle — this fundamental principle, the safe- 
ty of the people — embraces not only the pres; 
ent race, but posterity also. The gentleman 
from Brunswick, with great force and elo- 
quence, has insisted that the master has prop- 
erty, not only in the female slave, but in the 
issue, ad infinitum. And, sir, we have an in- 
terest, not only in our own welfare, but in 
that of our posterity. We are bound to legis- 
late for them as well as for ourselves. 

This principle, that posterity are interested 
in the acts of their ancestors, is recognised in 
the Bill of Rights., in the very first section of 
it. That instrument is hallowed by its an- 
tiquity — by the double confirmation of the 
people of this Dominion. I may say, it is su- 
perior to the Constitution itself, as that pro- 
fesses to be based upon the Bill of Rights. 
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What says that instrument? "That man 
has certain inalicnable rights, of which, when 
he enters into sofiety, he cannot by any com- 
pact deprive his posterity; namely, the enjoy- 
ment of life and liberty, with the means of 
acquiring and possessing property, and of pur- 
38iug itnd obtaining happiness and safety.'" 
Has slavery interfered with our means of en- 
joying life, liberty, property, happiness, and 
safety? Look at Southampton. The answer 
is written in letters, of blood, upon the floors 
of that unhappy county. Under these circum- 
stances, May we not inquire into the right of 
our ancestors to inflict this curse upon us, 
seeing that it has interfered so essentially with 
the first article of the Bill of Rights? 

But, sir, will this evil — this curse — not in- 
crease? Will not the life, liberty, prosperity, 
Imppiness, and safety, of those who may come 
after us be endangircd, in a still greater de- 
gree, by it? How, then, can we reconcile it 
to ourselveSf to fasten this upon them? Do 
we not endanger our very national existence, 
by entailing slavery, upon them? 

Sir, the gentleman from Brunswick very 
eraphiitically asked, "Are not our slaves our 
property ? " And the gentleman from Dinwid- 
dle, sustaining his position, said, in that in- 
tegrity and firmness which characterizes all 
his actions, that he would own no prqjpcrty 
respecting v/hich he was afraid to show his 
title papers. He even invited discussion upon 
this question of title to slaves as property. As 
a Virffinian, I do not question the master's 
title to his slave; but I put it to the gentle- 
man, as a man, as a moral man, as a Christian 
man, whether he has not some doubt of his 
claim being as absolute and unqualified as that 
of other property? I do this, not for the pur- 
pose of raising an argument to sustain the 
power of the Legislature to remove them, 
which I think I have satisfactorily shown, but 
mainly to call his attention to the title, that 
if a doubt as to that should be created, it maj' 
operate in some measure in withdrawing op- 
position to the removal of the slaves. Let us, 
sir, in the investigation of this title, go back 
to its origin. Whence came the slaves into this 
countr;/? From Africa. Were ihcy free men 
ihcTe? At one time they were. Ifow came they 
(o bc converted into slaves? By the stratagem 
of war and the strong arm of the conqueror; 
they were vanquished in battle, sold by the 
victorious party to the slave trader, who 
brought them to our shores, and disposed of 
them to the planter of Virginia. Had the con- 
gy^Toran absolute and unqualified right to them? 

The gentleman from Campbell, [Mr. Daniel,] 
in arguing this part of the subject, stated that 
ancient authors insisted upon two modes by 
which a free man might become a slave, viz: 
by voluntary compact, and by conquest; but 
be was in the end compelled, by the course of 
lu8 reasoning, to admit that those doctrines 
have been exploded by modern writers. If, 
fben, liberty, rightfully, cannot be converted 
into slavery, may"! not question whether the 
title of the master to the slave is absolute and 



unqualified, and beyond the disposition of the 
Government? In general cases, th« derivative 
title cannot be better f,haa the primitive. If 
the warrior had no absolute righi to the per.son 
of his captive, may there net be some doubt 
whether the Virginia planter has an unquali- 
fied one? 

What, sir. would be thought, at the present 
day, if an elephant were taken, by force or 
fraud, from its true owner, on the coast of 
Africa, and brought to our country, and an 
individual, knowing of the circumstance, were 
to purchase it — would it not be said that he 
participated in the crime? W^ould not the old 
adage, " that the receiver of stolen goods is as 
bad as the thief," a-pply? And, sir, is the rea- 
soning different when the subject is a human 
being — when a man has been taken, by force 
or fraud, from his native shore, and sold in 
your market? It maybe said that our ances- 
tors did not know the circumstances under 
which the slave lost his liberty. I hope they 
did not. It will, in some measure, extenuate 
the crime, but cannot enhance the title. The 
truth is, that our ancestors had no title to this 
property, and we have acquired it only by 
legislative enactments, sanctioned by the ne- 
cessity of the case. 

It may bo argued, that length of time has 
created a title. Some thirty years ago, a frig- 
ate, which had been captured from the French 
by the valor and skill of our galla,nc tars, after 
having been brought into port, was refitted, 
and sailed on a cruise; she has never been 
heard of since. Imagine, for a moment, that 
it was now announced to this nation that the 
ship had foundered on the coast of Africa, and 
her crew, or part of them, were alive, slaves to 
some petty monarch in that country. Think 
you, sir, that we would listen to the plea of 
length of time? No; the voice of a mighty 
people, with resistless force, would proclaim 
that freemen can never be made slaves, and 
the hum of preparation to demand our long" 
lost brethren, would soon resound throughout 
the land. And, sir, but for the degradation 
and absence of nationality in Africa, one of 
the most interesting principles of international 
law might be presented to the American peo- 
ple, which has ever eng;' ged the attention of 
the statesman — a principle that would be ad- 
vocated by the good and wise throughout the 
Union. Were Africa erected into a sovereign 
and independent State, and recognised as a 
nation by the potentates of the world, to make 
a demand upon our Government for her long- 
lost and enslaved children, accompanied with a 
recital of all the circumstances of fraud by 
which they were taken from their native coun- 
try, it would present a claim too strong to be 
discussed — a demand too just to be denied by 
the free-born sons of Virginia. These reflec- 
tions I have thrown out, Mr. Speaker, in the 
hope thsii., if masters of slaves should perceive 
some defect in their title, they may be inclined 
" to let them go." 

I have, Mr. Speaker, entered into but feiv 
sUitisti.cal details ; the course of my argument, 
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I trust, made it unnecessary. One estimate, 
however, J will mention; it is this: that if the 
shive population increuaos as it has done for 
some years past, in the year 1880 — less than 
fifty years hence — there will be, in the seven 
States of Virginia, North and South Carolina, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Alabama, and Mississippi, 
something more than 5,000,000 of slaves, of 
which Virginia alone will possess largely up- 
wards of 1,000,000 — an amount too great, too 
appalling, for a statesman not to apprehend 
vfomc danger from. I acknowledge, I tremble 
for the fate of my country at some future day, 
•'unless we do something!" 

Extracts from the speech of Thomas J. Randolph, 
of Albemarle. 

I will quote, in part, the statistics of the 
gentleman from Dinwiddle, whose accuracy 
cannot be questioned. Judging the future by 
the past, in forty years the colored popula- 
tion in Eastern Virginia will exceed the white 
200,000. In the last forty years, the whites in 
the same district have increased 51 pei" cent., 
the blacks 186 per cent. Forty years ago. the 
whites exceeded the colored 25,000; the col- 
ored now exceeds the whites 81,000 — a net 
gain of the blacks over the whites, in forty 
years, of 106,000; and these results, too, du- 
ring an exportation of near 260,000 slaves 
since the year 1790 — now perhaps the fruitful 
pi'Ogenito.rs of half a million in other States. 
By reference to Document No. 16, on your ta- 
ble, you will perceive that, in the year 1830, 
of that part of the population of ten years old 
and under, the blacks exceed the whites 26 
per cent. ; over that age, only 3 per cent. 
What a change will not eighteen years make 
for the worse, when those children shall be 
grown; what a change Avill not forty years, 
with its geometrical progression, evolve, when 
they shall become fathers and mothers, and 
some of them grandmothers? If exportation 
ceases, some of those now within the hearing 
of my voice may live to see the colored popu- 
lation of Virginia 2,000.000, or 2,500,000; 
children now born may live to see them 
3,000,000, determining their increase by their 
average increase in the United States in the 
last forty years. 

Sir, is not this the case of the salus populi, 
demonstrated to exist in the certain future? 
Who will be so hardy as to assert that, when 
the time arrives, a remedy can be applied? 
Who will say that 2,000,000 can be attempted 
to be removed? They will say to you, long 
before tiiat, "We will not go." Here, sir, ap- 
plies that wise maxim of the law, ^'Venicnti 
oron-iie morbo,^' (meet the coming ill.) 

The gentleman has spoken of the increase 
of the female slaves beinig a part of the profit. 
It is adnjitted ; but no greiat evil can be averted, 
no good attained, without some inconvenience. 
It may be questioned how far it is desirable 
to foster and encourage this branch of profit. 
It is a practice — and an increasing practice 
in parts of Virginiii~to rear slaves for market. 
How can an honorable mind, a patriot, and a 



lover of his country, bear to see this ancient 
Dominion, rendered illustrious by the noble 
devotion and patriotism of her sons to tlie 
cause of Liberty, converted into one grand 
menagerie, where men are to be reared for 
market like oxen in the shambles? Is it bet- 
ter — is it not worse — than the slave trade- 
that trade which enlisted the labor of the good 
and the wise of every creed and every dime to 
abolish it? The trader receives the slave— a 
stranger in language, aspect, and manner— 
from the merchant, who has brought him from 
the interior. The ties of father, mother, hus- 
band, and child, have all been rent in twain. 
Before he receives him, his soul has become 
cal'ioiis. 

But here, sir, individuals, whom the master 
has known from infancy, with whom he has 
been sporting in the innocent gambols of 
childhood, who has been accustomed to look 
to him for protection, he tears from the moth- 
er's arms, and sells into a strange country, 
among strange people, subject to cruel task- 
masters. In my opinion, sir, it is much worse. 

He has compared slave property to a capital 
in money. I wish it were money, sir, or any- 
thing else than what it is. It is not money; 
it is labor — it is the labor which produces thai 
for which money is the representative. The 
interest on money is 4 to 6 per cent. The hire 
of male slaves is about 15 per cent, upon their 
value. In ten years, or less, you have returned 
your principal, with interest. Thus it is with 
much of the one hundred millions of property, 
the loss of which the gentleman has so elo- 
quently depicted in ruining the country. He 
has attempted to justify slavery here, because 
it exists in Africa, and hag stated that it exists 
all over the world. Upon the same principle, 
he could justify Mahometanism, with its plu- 
rality of wives, petty wars "for plunder, rob- 
bery, and murder, or any other of the abomi- 
nations and enormities of savage tribes. Does 
slavery exist in any part of civilized Europe? 
No, sir, in no part of it. America is the only 
civilized Christian nation tliat bears the op- 
probrium. In every other country, where 
civilization and Christianity have existed to- 
gether, they have erased it from their codes, 
they have blotted it from the page of their 
history. 

The gentleman has appealed to the Christian 
religion in justification of slavery. I would 
ask him upon w xt part of those pure doc- 
trines does he rely, to which of those snblime 
precepts does he advert, to sustain his posi- 
tion? Is it that which teaches charity, jus- 
tice, and good will to all ; or is it that which 
teaches, "that ye do nnto others as ye would 
they should do unto you?" 

Extracts from the speech of Henry Berry, ofJef 
fersoui 

Sir, I believe that no cancer on the physical 
body was ever more certain, steady, and fatal 
in its progress, than is the cancer on the po- 
litical body of the State of Virginia, It is eat- 
ing into her very vitals. And shall we admit 
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that the evil is past remedy? Shall we act 
the part of a puny patient, suffering under the 
ravages of a fatal disease, who would say the 
remedy is too painful, the dose too nauseous, 
I cannot bear it; who would close his eyes in 
despair, and give himself up to death? No, 
gir; I would bear the knife and the cautery, 
for the sake of health. 

I believe it is high time that this subject 
should be discussed and considered by the 
people of Virginia. I believe that the people 
arc awakened on the subject, but not alarmed; 
I believe they will consider it calmly, and de- 
cide upon it correctly. Sir, I have no fears, 
now, for any general results from any efforts 
at insurrection, by this unfortunate class of 
our population. I know that we have the 
power to crush any such effort at a blow. I 
know that any such effort on their part, at 
this day, will end in the annihilation of all 
coucerned in it; and I believe our greatest 
security now, is in their knowledge of these 
things — in their knowledge of their own weak- 
ness. 

Pass as severe laws as you will, to keep 
these unfortunate creatures in ignorance, it is 
vain, unless you can extinguish that spark of 
intellect which God has given them. Let any 
man who advocates slavery, examine the sys- 
tem of laws which we have adopted (from stern 
necessity, it may be said) towai'ds these crea- 
tures, and he may shed a tear upon that; and 
would to God, sir, the memory of it might be 
blotted out forever. Sir, we have, as far as 
possible, closed every avenue by which light 
might enter their minds ; we have only to go 
one step further to extinguish the capacity to 
see the light, and our work would be com- 
pleted; they would then be reduced to the 
level of the beasts of the field, and we should 
be safe; and I am not certain that we would 
not do it, if we could find out the necessary 
process—and that under the plea of necessity/. 
But, sir, this is impossible. And can man be 
in the midst of freemen, and not know what 
freedom is ? Can he feel t; lat he has the power 
to assert his liberty, and ,vill he not do it? 
les, sir; ivith the certainty of the current of 
time will he do it, whenever he has the power, 
feir, to prove that the time will come, I need 
offer no other argument than that of arithme- 
tic, the conclusions from which are clear dem- 
onstrations on this subject. The data are 
before us all, and every man can work out the 
process for himself. Sir, a death-struggle 
must come between the two classes, in which 
the one or the other will be extinguished 
orever. Who can contemplate such a catas- 
trophe as even possible, and be indifferent? 

f^xtract from the speech of Thomas Marshall, of 
Fauquier. 

Wherefore, ihen, object to slavery? Because 
It IS ruinous to the whites— retards improve- 
roeut, roots out an industrious population, 
oamshes the yeomanry of the country, de- 
prives the spinner, the weaver, the smith, the 
snoemaker, the carpenter, of employment and 



support. The evil admits of no remedy. It 
is increasing, and will contin:; ,' to increase, 
until the whole country will be inundated 
with one black wave, covering its whole ex- 
tent, with a few white faces here and there 
floating on the surface. The master has no 
capital but what is vested in human flesh ; the 
father, instead of being' richer for his sons, is 
at a loss to provide for them. There is no 
diversity of occupations, no incentive to en- 
terprise. Labor of every species is disreputa- 
ble, because performed mostly by slaves. Our 
towns are stationary, our villages almost every- 
where declining ; and the general aspect of the 
country marks the curse of a wasteful, idle, 
reckless population, who have no interest in 
the soil, and care not how much it is impov- 
erished. Public improvements are neglected, 
and the entire continent does not present a 
region for which nature has done so much, 
and art so little. 

ExiracUfrom the speech of James McDowell, jr., 
of Rockbridge. 

Who, sir, that looks at this property as a 
legislator, and marks its effect upon the na- 
tional advance, but weeps over it as the worst 
of patrimonies? Who that looks to this un- 
happy bondage of our unhappy people in the 
midst of our society, and thinks of its inci- 
dents and its issues, but weeps over it as a 
curse upon him who inflicts as upon him who 
suffers it? 

If I am to judge from the tone of our debate, 
from the concessions on all hands expressed, 
there is not a man in this body — not one, per- 
haps, that is even represented here — who would 
not have thanked the generations that have 
gone before us, if, acting as public men, they 
had brought this bondage to a close — who 
would not have thanked them, if, acting as 
private men, on private notions, they had re- 
linquished the property which their mistaken 
kindness has devolved upon us. Proud as are 
the names, for intellect and patriotism, which 
enrich the volumes of our history, and rever- 
entially as we turn to them at this period of 
waning reputation, that name, that man, above 
all parallel, would have been the chief, who 
could have blotted out this curse from his 
country — those, above all others, would have 
received the homage of an eternal gratitude, 
who, casting away every suggestion of petty 
interest, had broken the yoke which in an evil 
hour had been imposed, and had translated, as 
a free man, to another continent, the outcast 
and the wretched being who burdens ours with 
his presence, and defiles it with hii; crimes. 

But, sir, it has been otherwise appointed. 
Slavery has come down to us from our fathers ; 
and the question now is, shall we, in turn, 
hand it over to our children — hand it over to 
them, aggravated with every attribute of evil? 
Shall we perpetuate the calamity we deplore, 
and become to posterity the objects, not of 
kindness, but of cursing? 

Sir, you may place the slave where yon 
please — ^you may dry up, to your utmost, the 
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fountains of his feelings, the springs of his 
thought — you may close upon his raind every 
avenue to knowledge, and cloud it over with 
artificial night — you may yoke him to your 
labor, as an ox which liveth only to work, 
and workcth only to live — you XQAy put him 
under any process, which, without destroying 
his value as a slave, will debase and crush him 
as a rational being — you may do this, and the 
idea that he Avas born to be free will survive 
it all. It is allied to his hope of immortality — 
it is the ethereal part of his nature, which 
oppression ainnot reach — it is a torch lit up 
in his soul by the hand of the Deity, and 
never meant to be extinguished by the hand 
of man. * * * 

If gentlemen do not see nor feel the evil of 
slavery whilst this Federal Union lasts, they 
will sec and feel it when it is gone ; they will 
see and suffer it then, in a magnitude of deso- 
lating power, to which the "pestilence that 
walkctli at noonday" would be a blessing — to 
which the malaria that is now threatening ex- 
tinction to" the "eternal city," as the proud one 
of the PontilTs and the Cjesars is called, would 
be as refreshing and as balmjas the first breath 
of spring to the chamber of disease. 

It has been frankly and unquestionably de- 
clared, from the very commencement of this 
debate, by the most decided enemies of aboli- 
tion themselves, as well as others, that tliis 
property is an "einV" — that it is a dangerous 
property. Yes, sir; so dangerous has it been 
represented to be, even by those Avho desire to 
retain it, that we have been reproached for 
speaking of it otherwise than in lircside whis- 
pers — reproached for entertaining debate upon 
it in this Hall; and the discussion of it with 
open doors, and to the general ear, has been 
charged upon us as a climax of rashness and 
folly, which threatens issues of calamity to 
our country. It is, then, a dangerous prop- 
erty. No one disguises the danger of this 
property — that it is inevitable, or that it is 
increasing. IIow, tlien, is the Government to 
avert it? By a precautionary and preventive 
legislation, or by permitting it to "grow with 
our growth" until it becomes intolerable, and 
then correcting it by the sword? In the one 
way or the other — by the peaceful process of 
legislation or the bloody one of the liiiyonet — 
our personal and public security must be niiiin- 
tained against the dangers of this property. 

[After meeting, in an impressive and digni- 
fied manner, the facetious remarks of another 
member of the House, who considered the in- 
surrection as a "2)€fh/ ajfair," and wished, by 
his wit, to turn the whole scene into ridicule, 
J. McDowell read a number of extracts from 
letters, written by and to the most distin- 
guished characters in the State, respecting the 
dismay and terror which almost universally 
pervaded the minds of the citizens in every 
part of the State. He then proceeded:] 

Now, sir, I ask you — I ask gentlemen — in 
conscience to say, was this a "pe«v afutr?'- 
I ask you whether that was a petty aftair which 
startled the feelings of your whole population; 



which threw a portion of it into alarm — a por- 
tion of it into panic; which wrung out from 
an aftrighted people the thrilling cry, day after 
day conveyed to your Executive, " We are in 
peril of our lives, send us arms for defence." 
Was that a "petty affair," which drove families 
from their homes, which assembled women 
and children in crowds, and without shelter, 
at places of common refuge, in everj- condition 
of weakness and infirmity, under every suffer- 
ing which want and pain and terror could in- 
flict, yet willing to endure all — willing to meet 
death from famine, death from climate, death 
from hardships — preferring anything, rather, 
to the horrors of meeting it from a domestic 
assassin? Was that a "petty afiFay"," which 
erected a peaceful and confiding portion of the 
State into a military camp ; Avhich outlawed 
from pity the unfortunate beings whose broth- 
ers had offended; which barred every door, 
penetrated every bosom with fear or suspicion; 
which so banished every scene of security from 
every man's dwelling, that, let a hoof or a horn 
but break upon the silence of the night, and 
an aching throb would be driven to the heart, 
the husband would look to his weapon, and 
the mother would shudder and weep upon her 
cradle ! 

Was it the fear of Nat Turner, and his de- 
luded drunken handful of fellows, which pro- 
duced, or could produce, such effects? Was it 
this that induced distant counties, where the 
very n.-ime of Southampton was strange, to arm 
and equip for a struggle? No, sir; it was the 
suspicion eternally attached to the slave him- 
self—the suspicion that a Nat Turner might 
be in every family; that the same bloody deed 
could be acted ovei \A. any time, and in any 
place; that the matevials for it were spread 
through the land, and always ready for a like 
explosion Nothing but the force of this 
withering apprehension — nothing but the par- 
alyzing and deadening weight with which it 
falls upon and prostrates .the heart of every 
man who has helpless dependents to protect — 
nothing but this could have thrown a brave 
people into consternation, or could have made 
any portion of this powerful Commonwealth, 
for a single instant, to have quailed and trem- 
bled. 

This Commonwealth, in the late war, stood 
the shock of England's power, and the skill of 
England's veterans, with scarce a moment of 
public disquiet. Admiral Cockburn, with his 
incendiary spirit, and backed by his incendiary 
myrmidons, alarmed not the State — struck no 
fear into its private families ; and had his spirit 
been ten-fold more savage than it was, and his 
army an hundred-fold stronger, and had he 
plied every energy and pledged every faculty 
of his soul to the destruction of the State, he 
could not have produced one moment of thai 
terror for private security which seizes upon all 
at the cry of insurrection. He would have been 
our enemy in the field, would have warred an 
open combat with the disciplined and the gal- 
lant of the land. But an insurgent enemy wars 
at the fireside, makes his battle-ground in the 
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chamber, and seeks, at the hour of repose, for 
the life of the slumbering and the helpless. No 
wonder, sir, that the gentleman from Bruns- 
wick, [Mr. Gholson,] with his sensibilities 
aroused by the acts and the full energies of 
such an enemy as this, should hare said that 
"they filled the mind wjjth the most appalling 
apprehensions. " * * * j 

Why, from the earliest period of our history ' 
to the massacre of Southampton, was a silence, ' 
deep and awful as that of death, observed upon 
this subject? Why was it forbidden in legis- 
lative debate or to the public press, and spoken 
only in mysterious whispers around the do- 
mestic hearth? Because a. sense qf security re- 
quired, or was thought to require, this course. 
Why, sir, is this mystery now dispelled ? Why 
has the grave opened its "ponderous and mar- 
blejaws?" Why is the subject openly and freely : 
discussed, in every place and under every form ? 
l?eca.usc,a general sense of insecurity perva'les - 
thv. laud, and our citizens are deeply impressed 
with the belief that something must be done. 
The numerous petitions and memorials whi h 
crowd your table furnish abundant eviden .-e 
of this truth. They may mistake the remedy, 
they indicate mOst clearly that some action 

imperiously required at our hands — that the 
evil has attained a magnitude which demands 
all the skill and energy of prompt and able 
legislation. It is contended, on the other hand, 
that nothing efficient can be accomplished, and 
that any proceedings by this Legislature will 
reduce the value of property, and endanger 
the security of the people. With xespect to 
the first consideration, he would say that the 
i'lice of property can never be injuriously af- 
fected by a systein which would operate on 
that portion only of the slaves who belong to 
masters desirous to liberate thorn, or to sell 
them for their own benefit, at a reduced price. 
The effect, if any, upon the residue, must be I 
to enhance their value. As to the other and | 
more serious objection, he Avould remark that I 
it constitutes and must forever constitute, an 
obstacle to abolition, requiring all the wisdom 
and discretion of Legislature and people ; hut 
the removal of free blacks, or the purchase and 
deportation of slaves, can involve no danger. 
If, indeed, the whole fabric shall totter to its 
fall, when touched by the gentlest hand, it 
mast rent on a precarious foundation. If dan- 
ger lurks under just, benignant legislation, 
aimin;^ to relieve both master and slave — to 
combine justice with humanity. — will the pe- 
riod ever come when it will be safe to act? 

But, admitting the subject cannot be ap- 
proached without danger noiv, the great riuei- 
tion for us to determine is, whether, by dol-.i.v, ^ 
It may not become fearfully worst, and in 
process of time attain a magnitude far trans- 
cending our feeble powers. "We owe it to o'lr 
children to determine whether we or they sh ill 
incur the hazard of attempting sometiiin'^'. 
Gentlemen say, let things alone;"" the evil will 
correct itself. Sir, we may let things alou", I 
out they will not let us alone. We cannot | 
correct the march of time, nor stop the cur- J 
4 



rent of events. We cannot change the course 
of nature, nor prevent the silent but sure ope- 
ration of causes now at work. 

Extracts from the .apccch of Philip A. Boiling^ 
(f Jjuakingham, 

• The time will, come — and it may be sooner 
than many are willing to believe — when this 
oppressed and degraded race cannot be held 
as they now are — Avhen a change will be ef- 
fected, by means abhorrent, Mr. Speaker, to 
you, and to the feelings of every good man. 

The wounded adder Avill recoil, and sting 
the foot that tramjdes upon it. The day is 
fust approaching, when those who oppose all 
action upon this subject, and, instead of aid- 
ing in devising some feasible plan for freeing 
their country from an acknowledged curse, 
crj'^ '■'■impossible" to every plan suggested, will 
curse their perverseness and lament their folly. 

Those gentlemen who hug slavery to their 
bosoms, and "roll it as a sweet morsel under 
their tongues," have been very lavish in their 
dtinunciations of all who are for stirring one 
inch on this subject. 

There is, sir, a "still, small voice," which 
speaks to the heart of man in a tone too clear 
and distinct to be disregarded. It tells him 
that every systenl of slavery is based upon in- 
justice and oppression. If gentlemen dis- 
regard it now, and lull their consciences to 
sleep, they may be aroused to a sense of their 
danger when it is too late to repair their 
errors. 

However the employment of slave labor 
might be defended, gentlemen would not, could 
not, justify the traffic in human beings. High- 
minded men should disdain to hold their fel- 
iow-creatures as articles of traffic, disregard- 
ing all the ties of blood and affection, tearing 
asunder all "those sympathies dear to meri — 
dividing husbands and wives, parents and 
children, as they would cut asunder a piece 
of cotton cloth. They have hearts and feel- 
ings like other men. How many a broken 
heart, how many a Rachel, mourns because 
her house is left unto her desolate! The time 
has come when these feelings Could not be 
suppressed — the day would come when*'they 
could not be resisted. Slavery was, and had 
long been, offensive to the moral feelings of a 
large proportion of the community. Their 
lips had been sealed, but their minds had been 
unfettered; many had thought, and thought 
deeply, on the subject. This, sir, is a Chi'is- 
tiiin community. They read in their Bibles, 
•' Do unto all -men as you wculd have them, do 
un/o you ;" and this golden rule and slavery 
are hard tn reconcile. Gentlemen may, per- 
haps, curl the Up of scorn at such considera- 
tions; but such a feeling existed in Virginia, 

Extracts frovi the speech of Mr. Urodnax, of 
Dinwiddie. 

That slavery in Virgima is an evil, and a 
transcendent evil, it would be idle, and more 
than idle, for any human being to doubt or 
deny. It is a mildew which has blighted iu 
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its course every region it has touched, from i 
the creation of the world. Illustrations, from i 
the history of other countries and other times, ' 
might be instructive and profitable, had we i 
the time to review them; but we have evi- i 
dences tending to the sau-C conviction nearer at i 
hand, and accessible to daily observation, in ! 
the short histories of the diUerent States in : 
this great Confederacy, which arc impressiv e ; 
in their admonitions and conclusive in their '. 
character. That Virginia — originally the first- : 
rated Stat6 in the Union — the one which, in 
better days, led the councils and dictated the 
measures of the Federal Government, had been 
gradually razeed to fche condition of a third-rate 
State, and was destined soon to yield prece- 
dency to another, among the youngest of her 
aaughters; that many of the finest portions, 
originally, of her territory, now (as was so 
glowingly dei)icted the other day) exhibited 
scenes of wide-spread desolation and decay ; 
that many of her most valuable citizens are 
removing to other parts of the world — have 
certainly been attributed to a variety of causes. 
But who can doubt that it is principally slavery/ 
that is at the bottom of all — that this is the 
incubus which paralyzes her energies and re- 
tards her every effort at advancement? I pre- 
sume that everybody is prepared to admit and 
regret the existence of this evil, and that some- 
thing should be done to alleviate or extermi- 
nate it, ij anything can be do7ie, by means less 
injurious or dangerous than the evil itself. 
But, sir, it is on this point on which so much 
diversity of opinion exists among us. All 
uiouid remove it, if they could. Some seem to 
think thij> immediately and directly attainable, 
while otheis conclude that it is a misfortune 
(not a crime, for we are not responsible for its 
introduction among us) which no effort can 
remove or reduce, and that we nmst content 
ourselves to submit to it forever, and avert 
our eyes from the consequences which are 
hereafter to follow. 

Believing, however, that tliere is an entire 
coincidence of public opinion on the prelim- 
inary question involved, I deem it useless to 
enter into a long abstract discussion of the 
origin of slavery, or the evil effects whicli re- 
sult from it. All will admit its extinction 
desirable-^ if attainable. 

Extracts from a speech of Hon. Chas. J. Faulkner^ 
now a member of the House of Representatives, 
delivered in the Virginia House of Delegates. 
January 2()th, 1832. 

Sir, there is one point in which I do most 
sincerely agree with those who are arrayed 
against me in this discussion. It is, that the 
I)roposed inquiry is one of great delicacy and 
of transcendent importance. 1 will go fuilher. 
and say it is, in my judgment, the most mo- 
mentous subject of public interest which has 
ever occupied the deliberations of this body. 
Indeed, sir, (if I may be pardoned the extrav- 
agance of the expression.) I will say, notwith- 
standing the horror with which the inquiry is 
regarded by some gentlemen, it is the only 



subject which at this time, and under the pres- 
ent attitude of affairs in Virginia, is worthy of 
the serious gravity of legislation. When and 
upon what previous occasion did a question 
so grand, so all-pervading in its consequences, 
absorb the consideration of this House? The 
Revolution which agitated this Commonwealth 
fifty years ago, great and important as it wa?. 
involved in its results but a change of our po- 
litical relations with the mother country. This 
measure (should it prove successful, and that 
it must, sooner or later, no individual in this 
House can reasonably doubt) must involve in. 
its consequences a moral, physical, and politi- 
cal revolution in this State — a revolution which 
will be beneficiaJly felt by every great interest 
in the Commonwealth, and by every slaveliold- 
ing State upon this continent. Sir, I care not 
what may be the feelings of other geiitleaien, 
but I glory that it is given to me to participate 
in this measure. I sha?,l ever reckon it among 
the proudest incidents of my life, that I have 
contributed my feeble aid to forward a revolu- 
tion so grand and patriotic in its results. But, 
sir, at the same time that I do accord with 
those gentlemen who have preceded me in this 
debate, on the opposite side of the question, in 
the all-absorbing magnitude of the topic under 
consideration, I cannot think, with them, that 
on that account it is not a fit subject of in- 
quiry. Its very importance appeals to us, and 
demands inquiry. Let that inquiry be cautious : 
let it be deliberate; let it be guarded; above 
all, let it be conducted with a sacred regard 
to the rights of private property, so f;vr at least 
as those rights can, upon an occasion of this 
sort, be legitimately recognised. But, still, let 
the inquiry go on. The people demand it— 
their safety requires it. Mystery in State af- 
fairs I have always considered impolitic nnd 
unwise. It is unsuited to the genius of this 
Government, which is based upon the right of 
the people to a free and full examination of 
whatever concerns their interest and happi- 
ness. Sir, they pay you for your counsel— 
they have a right to it. If there be danger, 
let us know it, and prepare for the worst. It 
slavery can be eradicated, in God's name let 
its get rid of it. If it cannot, let that raelan- 
choiy fact be distinctly ascertained; and let 
those who we have been told are now awaiting 
with painful solicitude the result of your de- 
liberation, pack up their household goodS; 
and find among the hisuriant forests and prai- 
ries of the West that security and rei'ose which 
their native land does not afford. 

Again, sir, I ask, what new fact has occur- 
red — what new light has dawned upon the 
gentleman from Mecklenburg— that we should 
he called upon to retrace our course, and to 
(lisai)point the hopes which our first manly 
decision gave? Does not the same evil exist. 
Is it not increasing? Does not every day give 
it pei'manency and force? 'Is it not rising lik^ 
a heavy and portentous cloud ab-Jve the hori- 
zon, extending its deep and sable volumes 
athwart the sky, and gathering in its impene- 
trable folds the active materials of elemental 
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\i.;ir? Ami, yet, shall Tve be requested to dose 
onr ores to the danger, and without au effort — 
fliihoiit even aa inquiry — to yield to the im- 
pulses of a dark and withering despair? Sir, 
is this intmly legislation? Is it correct — is it 
HD.vEsr — legislation? Is it acting with that 
fidelity to our constituents which their sacred 
interest retiui'res ? 

Sir, if this evil, great as it is, was even sta- 
tioniiry — if tlie worthy gentleman from Meck- 
lenburg and Brunswick [Mr. Gholson] could 
give us any assurance that it would not in- 
crcvise until it reaches, a point which it is hor- 
rible to contemplate — I might be induced to 
ftCfiuioscc in the course which their pathetic 
apijeiils suggest. But, when they know it is 
otherwise — when they know that each succes- 
sive billow is detracting from the small space 
of ground left between us and the angry ocean 
chiding at our feet—how can they advise us — 
how can they advise their own constituents — 
■0 remain still, when the next advancing wave 
may overwhelm them and us in hopeless ruin 
and desolatioii? 

Sir, if the gentleman from Jlecklenburg was 
not satisfi'^d when he submitted his resolution, 
he roust now be convinced that this is one of 
those questions which no parliamentary adroit- 
ness can smother. The spirit of free inquiry 
is abroad upon the earth ; and Governments 
and all the institutions connected with them 
must be sustained, not by any mystical and 
superstitious reverence for them, as existing in- 
stiiulion.% but as they are ascertained, after a 
severe and searching scrutiny, to subserve the 
great ends of popular weal. The same ques- 
tioa which is now convulsing Europe to its 
centre— wiiich is purifying that most gifted 
country from the despotism which has for so 
many centuries hung over it — is, in a some- 
what modified shape, operating upon the pres- 
ent inquiry. As with them, it is asked, Why 
have wc so long tolerated the unequal and op- 
pressive institutions of our country? Why have 
we suffered ourselves to be ground into dust, 
that others may be pampered in luxury and 
ease? Of what use are crowns and hereditary 
aristocraeies? Do they answer any great end 
of society? Do they conduce to the happiness 
of the pi;uPLE? So with us the inquiry must 
be. Is .slavery a beneficial institution? Is the 
prosperity of a nation promoted by nourishing 
within her bosom half a million of bondsmen, 
alien to her in interest, hostile to her in feel- 
ing, and prepared, at any favorable moment, 
to deluge the country in blood, and dance upon 
the ruins of Public Liberty? In other words, 
Are we better with or without slaves? It must 
come to that point at last. If slavery can be 
sustained as an institution conducive to the 
great interests of society, it will be tolerated; 
if not, it must bow before tlxe majesty of that 
power which is supreme.. But, sir, vain and 
iille is every effort to strangle this inquiry. As 
well might you attempt to chain the ocean, or 
stay tlie avenging thunderbolts of Heaven, as 
to drive the people from any inquiry v^hich 
may result in their better coudition. This is . 



too deep, too engrossing a subject of consid- 
eration. It addresses itself too strongly to oar 
interests, to our passions, and to our feelings. 
There is not a couuty, not a town, not a news- 
paper, not a fireside, in the State, where the 
subject is not fully and fearlessly canvassed; 
and shall we, the constitutional inquest of the 
Commonwealth, sworn to make a true inquiry 
into all the grievances of the people, and to 
the best of our abilities apply the remedy, 
shall we alone be found to shrink from this 
inquiry? And here permit me to advert to a 
remark which fell (I am sure inadvertently) 
from the gentleman from .Brunswick. Be- 
cause, forsooth, in asking this inquiry, we 
have chosen to depart from the folly of our 
ancestors, and to discuss this question — not 
with closed doors; not in low and breathless 
whispers; not with all the mummery of an 
Oriental Divan — we have been told that we 
are treating the subject "flippantly" — not as 
was done in the better days of the Common- 
wealth. If flippancy, sir, in the vocabulary 
of that gentleman, signifies a free and open 
discussion of that which concerns the people, 
and which they have a right to know, i plead 
guilty to this charge — most certainly not other- 
Avise. 

Sir, uniformity in political views, feelings, 
and interests, in all the parts of this widely- 
extended State, would, I admit, be extremely 
desirable. But that uniformity is purchased 
at too dear a rate, when the bold and intrepid 
forester of the West must yield to the slothful 
and degraded African, and those hills and val- 
leys which until now have re-echoed with the 
songs and industry of freemen shall have be- 
come converted isito desolation and barrenness 
by the withering footsteps of slavery. 

Sir, it is to avert any such possible conse- 
quence to ray country, that I, one of the 
humblest, but not the least determined, of the 
Western delegation, have raised my voice for 
emancipation. Sir, tax our lands, vilify our 
country, carry the sword of extermination 
through our now defenceless villages; but 
spare us, I implore you. spare us the curse of 
slavery, that bitterest drop from the chalice 
of the destroying angel! 

Sir, we have hinds, we have.houses, we have 
property, and we are willing to pledge them 
all to any extent, to aid you in removing this 
evil. Yet, Ave will not that you shall extend 
to us the same evils under which you labor. 
We will not that you shall make our fair do- 
main the receptacle of your mass of political 
filth and corruption. No, sir; before we can 
submit to such terms, violent cohvulsions 
must agitate this State. 

The gentleman from Brunswick and the gen- 
tleman from Dinwiddle hold their slaves, not 
by any law of nature, not by any patent from 
God, as the latter gentleman on yesterday as- 
sumed, but solely by virtue of the acquiescence 
and consent of the society in which they live. 

But, sir, it is said that society having con- 
ferred this property on the slaveholder, it can- 
not nolo take it from him without an adequate 
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compensation, by wliicli is meant full value. • 
I may be singular in the opinion, but 1 defy \ 
the legal research of thQ House to point mo to : 
a principle recognised by the law, even in the | 
ordinary course of its adjudications, where the 
community pays for proi)erty whicii is removed 
or destroyed because it is a nuisance, and found 
injurious to that society. There is, I humbly 
apprehend, no such princi])le. There is no 
obligation upon society to continue your right 
one moment after it becomes injurious to the 
best interests of society; nor to compensate 
you for the loss of that, the deprivation of 
which is demanded by the safety of the State, 
aud in which general benefit you participate 
as members of the community. Sir, there is 
to my mind a manifest distinction between 
condemning private property to be applied to 
some beneficial public purpose, and condemn- 
ing or removing private property which is as- 
certaijied to be a positive wrong to society. 
It is a distinction Avhich pervades the whole 
genius of the law; and is founded upon the 
idea, that any man who holds property injuri- 
ous to the peace of that society of which he is 
a member, thereb}^ violates the condition upon 
the observance of which his right to the prop- 
erty is alone guarantied. For property of the 
first class condemned, there ought to be com- 
pensation; but for property of the latter class, 
none can be demanded upon principle, none 
accorded as a matter of right, although con- 
siderations of policy,iC0n3iderations of human- 
ity, and a spirit of compromise, may dictate 
some compensation. 

Sir, does not that plan of emancipation which 
proposes freedora at a future period, and Avhich 
guaranties to the slavehohler the present enjoy- 
ment and profit of that most pernicious species 
of property, contain witliin itself a principle 
of compensation — a fair and just proposition 
of compromise? I think it does, and I exhibit 
my views thus: It is conceded that, at this 
precise moment of our legislation, slaves are 
injurious to the interests and threaten the sub- 
version and rv,iin of this Commonwealth. Their 
present number, their increasing number, all 
admonish us of this. In diil'ersnt terms, and 
in more measured language, the same fact has 
been conceii'^d by all who have yet addressed 
this House. '■^ Somcf/n'nff -muat be doiic,'' em- 
phatically e.Kclaimed the gentleman from Din- 
widdle; and I thought I could perceive a re- 
sponse to that declaration, in the countenance 
of a largL' majority of this body. And why must 
something he done? Because if not, says the 
gentleman from Campbell, [Mr. Rives,] the 
throats of all the white people of Virginia Avill 
be cut. No, says the gentleman from Dinwid- 
die — "The whites cannot be conquered — the 
throats of the blacks will be cut." It is a tri- 
fling dillerence, to be sure, sir, and matters 
not to the argument. For the fact is conceded, 
that one race or the other must be extermi- 
nated. 

Sir, such being the actual condition of this 
Commonwealth, I ask if we would not be justi- 
fied now, supposing all considerations of })olicy 



and humanity concurred, without even a mo- 
ment's delay, in staving ofl' this apj)alling and 
overwhelming calamity? Sir, if this immense 
negro populasion were now in arms, gathering 
into black and formidable masses of attack, 
would that man be listened to, who spoke 
about properly, who prayed you not to direct 
your artillery to such or such a point, for you 
would destroy some of hi^ property? Sir, to 
the eye of the statesman, as to the eye of Om- 
niscience, dangers preSvSing, and dangers that 
must neces.sari!y press, are alike present. With 
a single glance he embraces Virginia now, with 
the elements of destruction rcjjosing qr.icth- 
upon her bosom, and Virginia lighted froin 
one extremity to the other with the torcli of 
servile insurrection aud masaa.cre. It is not 
sufficient for him that the match is not vet ap- 
plied. It is enough that the magazine is open, 
and the match will shortly be applied. 

Sir, it is true in national as it is in priviue 
contracts, that loss and injury to one parly niiiy 
constitute as fair a consideration as gain to 
the other. Docs the slaveholder, while he i.^ 
enjoying his slaves, reflect upon the deep in- 
jury and incalculable loss which the possession 
of that property inflicts upon the true interests 
of the country? And does he not perceive that 
society, in tolerating that evil, say for thirty 
years longer, for his bcncfi/, is, in the siiape of 
injury to herself and benefit to hini, giving 
him a full and adequate compensation? It is 
the only compensation which, so help me God! 
as a slaveholder. I will ever accept from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. It is the only 
compensation which, as a lawgiver, I will ever 
dispense to others. 

Sir, it is, in my judgment, the true and proper 
ground of compromise between the slavelioW- 
ingand anti-shiveholding interests of this Com- 
monwealth; and by anti-slaveholding iiiteresi 
here, I mean to comprehend every interest, ex- 
cept that mere pecuniary interest which tiic 
master has in the property of his slave. Sla- 
very, it is admitted, is an evil — it is an insti- 
tution which presses heavily against the bett 
interests of the State. It banishes free white 
labor, it exterminates the mechanic, the artisan, 
the manufacturer. It deprives them of occu- 
l)ation. It dej)rives them of bread. It converts 
the energy of a community into indolence, it-s 
})Ower into imbecility, its efficiency into weali- 
ness. Sir, being thus injurious, have we uot 
a right to demand its extermination? Shall 
society suffer, that the slaveholder may con- 
tinue to gather his croj) of human liesh ? ^]^} 
is his mere pecuniary claim, compared wiin 
the great interests of the common weal? Must 
the country languish, droop, die, that the slave- 
holder may flourish? Shall all interests oc 
subservient to one — all rights subordinate to 
those of the slaveholder? Has not the me- 
chanic, have not the middle classes tliei: 
rights — rights incompatible with the existence 
of slavery? 

Sir, so great and overshadowing aye tne 
evils of slavery — so sensibly are they telt oy 
fhose who have traced the causes of our na- 
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tional decline — so perceptible is the poisonouf? 
operaiiou of its principles in the varied and 
diversified interests of this Commonwealth, 
that all, whose minds are not warped by pre- 
iudice or interest, must admit that the disease 
has now assumed that mortal tendency, as to 
justify the application of any remedy which, 
under the great law of State necessity, -we 
might consider advisable. 

tjir, I am gratified to perceive that no gen- 
tleman has yet risen in this Hall, the avowed 
iidvocate of slavery. The day has gone by 
when such a voice could be listened to with 
patience, or even with forbearance. I even 
regret, sir, that we should find those amongst 
US' who enter the lists of discussion as its 
apologists, except alone upon the ground of 
iincoutroliable necessity. And yet, who could 
have listened to the very eloquent remarks of 
the gcutlcruan from Brunswick, without being 
forced to coucludc that he at least considered 
slavery, however not be defended upon prin- 
ciple, yet as being divested of much of its 
enormity, as you approach it in practice? 

Sir, if there be one who concurs with that 
gentleman in the harmless character of this 
institution, let me request him to compare the 
condition of the slaveholding portion of this 
Cominonweiilth — barren, desolate, and seared 
as it were by the avenging hand of Heaven — 
with the descriptions which we have of this 
same country from those Avho first broke its 
virgin soil. To what is this change ascriba- 
Wc? Alone to the withering and blasting 
effects of slavery. If this does not satisfy him, 
let me request him to extend his travels to the 
Xortheru States of this Union, and beg him to 
contrast the happiness and contentment which 
prevail throughout that country, the busy and 
clieerful sound of industry, the rapid and swell- 
ing growth of their population, their means 
and institutions of education, their skill and 
proticiency in the useful arts, their enterprise 
find public spirit, the monuments of their com- 
mercial and manufacturing industry; and, 
above all, their devoted attachment to the 
Government from which they derive their pro- 
tection — with the division, discontent, indo- 
lence, and poverty, of the Southern country. 
To what, sir, is all this ascribable? To that 
Voice in the organization of society, by which 
one-half of its inhabitants are arrayed in in- 
terest and feeling against the other half — to 
that unfortunaie state of society in which free- 
men regard labor as disgraceful, and slaves 
shrink from it as a burden tyrannically imposed 
upon them — "to that condition of "things in 
^vhich half a million of your population can 
feel no sympathy with the society in the pros- 
{ierity of which they are forbidden to partici- 
pfite, and no attachment to a- Government 
'-t whose hands they receive nothing but in- 
justice." 

. If this should not be sufficient, and the cu- 
rious and incredulous inquirer should suggest 
t'lat the contrast which has been adverted to, 
•■^"'1 which is so manifest, might be traced to 
^ Jifll-ronce of climate, or other causes distinct 



from slavery itself, permit me to refer him to 
the two States of Kentucky and Ohio. No differ- 
ence of soil, no diversity of climate, no diver- 
sity in the orighial settlement of those two 
States, can account for the remarkable dispro- 
portion in their natural advancement. Sepa- 
rated by a river alone, they seem to have been 
purposely and providentially designed to ex- 
hibit in their future histories the difference 
which necessarily results from a country free 
from, and a country afllicted with, the curse 
of slavery. The same may be said of the two 
States of Missouri and Illinois. 

Sir, if still he should hesitate in the a'- pre- 
hension of this important political truth, that 
slavery is a curse, which no local advantages 
can counterbalance, let me invite him back 
again to his native State, and point to the 
tragedy of Southampton. There, sir, undis- 
guised and clear to the vision of all men, are 
the evils of- slavery, written in blooA There 
may be seen a practical commentary upon that 
institution, as it actually exists among us. The 
gentleman from Dinwiddle has called it'a "pet- 
ty affair." It does not appear so to me. The 
more I reflect upon it, the more am I convinced 
that it is an important, a most momentous 
affair. Sixty-one white native inhabitants of 
Virginia, in a few hours, in the face of day, in 
a copnty as well protected as most of the coun- 
ties east of the Blue Ridge, attacked, butchered, 
mangled, in a style of which the records of 
atrocity can scarcely furnish a parallel. This 
a petty affair? Sir, it may suit the modesty 
of those whose valor and energy suppressed 
that insurrection, to uuc* rratc its importance; 
but to the statesman, who knows that like 
causes will produce like effects, it must appear 
fraught with useful and important instruction. 
Let it not be said that these insurrections 
rarely occur, and that a similar one may not 
take place for half a century to come. To 
us, no more than to the murdered citizens of 
Southampton, is it given to know the day and 
the hour. It is sufficient that such an evil 
viay occur; and that no vigilance of yoar po- 
lice can prevent its recurrence. 

Sir, the evils of slavery stand confessed be- 
fore us. The only question with a Virginia 
statesman should be, Is there any remedy, and 
what shall that remedy be? The gentleman 
from Albemarle has exhibited one scheme, the 
gentleman from Dinwiddi^ has presented an- 
other. Other and perhaps less-exceptionable 
projects will be submitted, as soon as it is un- 
derstood that we are disposed to a])ply some 
remedy. The only question now before us is, 
Shall we be permitted to make the inquiry? 
Shall we be allowed to prosecute our investi- 
gations in the select committee? Let us mani- 
fest the will — the means will assuredly follow. 
I never could despair, sir^ in a cause so just as 
tliis. I never could despair of accomplishing 
that w^iich eight States — although, it is true, 
under more favorable circumstances — iiave al- 
ready accomplished. I never could despair of 
doing that which the venerable fathers of our 
Ilepublic have told us is not only [iracticable, 
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but have admonished us must be done, if we 
mean to save the Commonwealth from ruin. 
With a steady perseverance, failure is impos- 
sible. The sympathies autf support of the 
world would gather around us. The smiles 
of Heaven and our honest feelings would sus- 
tain us. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, permit me again 
to repeat, that although I am decidedly in favor 
of some scheme of manumission that will ulti- 
mately relieve my country from the catastrophe 
which threatens it, let no gentlcnuin suppose, 
from what has ftillen from me, that I am in 
favor of , any rash, violent, or hasty legislation. 
I am for action, but it must be sober, circum- 
spect, well-considered action. I am for no 
plan which is not mild, gradual, prospective 
in its operation. I shall advocate no scheme 
that does not respect the right of property, so 
far as it is entitled to be respected, with a just 
regard t6 the safety and resources of the State. 
I would ajjproach the subject as one of great 
magnitude and delicacy, as one whose varied 
and momentou3 consequences demand the 
calmest and most deliberate investigation. 
But still, sir, I -;vould approach it — aye, deli- 
cate as it may be, encompassed as it may be 
with difiiculties and hazards, I would still ap- 
proach it. The people demand it. Their se- 
curity requires it. In the language of the wise 
and prophetic Jetlerson, "You must approach 
it — you must bear it — you must adopt some plan 
of emancipation, or worse will follotv." 

I next quote from the Nashville Banner, then 

the domestic organ of General Jackson: 

Fro7n the jVashvillc Banner of the 30th of June, 
1834, then edited by the late Samuel II. 
Laughlin. 

"Emancipation. — The agitators and fanatics 
of the Kast liave been recently engaged in 
some highly reprehensible measures. All the 
sober friends of gradual and prospective eman- 
cipation, and who see the alarming and horrid 
consequences of immediate or forcible aboli- 
tion, have been open in the condemnalioti of 
their measures in Boston, New York, and Pliil- 
adelphia. Tiiose wretches have set themselves 
up as the open enemies of the Colonization 
Society, and speak in open derision of its prin- 
ciples and its measures. In this State, we 
have nothing to fyar from such men; they 
dare not show their faces. Here, the great 
moral principle is at work, which, in the end, 
will inevitably accomplish the great work in 
a lawful and constitutional way. The warm- 
eat Mends of the cause here only wish to go a 
little in advance of the present spirit of the 
age. The only weapons they pretend to em- 
ploy are religion, expediency, reason, and 
moral duty. It is in this spirit that Mr, Ste- 
phenson's benevolent protest, introduced in 
the Convention, has been drawn, which in the 
benignancy of its purposes is unanswerable, 
and in point of reason and argument — for the 
hand of a man who has matured his subject is 
apparent iu it— says everything that can be 



said in favor of what it proposes, at this time. 
These are merely our opinions ; but the sub- 
ject generally is one upon which we have 
read and reflected, more perhaps than upon 
any other not immediately connected witl; ouv 
daily avocations in life. We have become 
thoroughly convinced, that nothing but time, 
and the future operation of moral i)rinciples. 
carried out in wise legislation, founded upua 
the principle of compensation, or soiae otlur 
principle of justice, wliich may become, here- 
after, acceptable to the owners, will ever ena- 
ble the Avork to be done. Let restraints, how- 
ever, upon voluntary emancipation be as few 
as the safety of society will permit — upon 
colonization, none." 

The Nashville Republican, also a Jackson 

paper at the time, spoke as follows, on tiie 

20th of February, 1834: 

" It is supposed that efforts will be made to 
insert a provision for the gradual abolition of 
slavery, and perhaps the colonization of our 
colored population. Upon the propriety of 
this step we shall not at present decide. ITucb 
would depend upon the nature of the provis- 
ion, whether well adapted to our present and 
future condition. The Legislature of Tennes- 
see has already taken up the cause of coloni- 
zation, and made, perhaps, as libernl a provis- 
ion for it as our finances permitted. Tin; 
nature of things, the march of public opinion, 
the voice of religion, all have said that Amer- 
ican slavery must have an end. What sliiill 
be the legislative measures to that effect, and 
when Ihey shall begin, are questions for pru- 
dence to determine." 

The State Couventiou dSclined to do any- 
thing at the time towards emancipation, 
though the evils of slavery were generally ac- 
kno\\lcu};'cd. Mr. Stephenson, a prominent 
politician of the time, entered a protest agsiinst 
this nou-action. Mr. Laughlin, the editor of 
the Banner, and a prominent friend of Genenii 
Jackson, pronounced the protest "wise and 
• benevolent." The following are extracts from 
this document: 

" One of its (the Bible's) excellent rules is. 
'As you would that men should do unto you, 
do you even so unto them.' Now, to apply 
this golden rule to the case of the master aivi 
slave, we have just to i)laco each iu the others 
stead, then ask the question honestly, '^V hat 
would I that my servant, thus phu;od iiipower, 
would do to me?' Surely, (if I durst,) I would 
say, 'When I had paid to you, with usury,;' 
full equivalent for all you have expended in 
prociiring me, and providing for my sapp*''' 
and ( omfort, you ought to be satisfied; this 
all stern justice can require, and luiuiaaity 
and a regard for the rights of man uouKi re- 
quire no more. Why, then, do you nut pennii 
me to go out free to pursue happiness u>y o^^" 
way ? ' " 



THE SOUTHERN PLATFORM., 



65 



Again, 1 read in this benevolent protest,'" i 
(\^hich, in the bonignanoy of its purposes, was 
unanswerable, accoi'ding to Mr. Laughlin,) as 

follows : 

"The undersigned do not admit that the 
refnsiU or neglect of other States to remove 
an existing evil is a justification for us. It is 
writteUj v.'hen the Jews desired a king, one of 
tlicir reasons was, that they might be like the 
heathen natives around them ; but this then 
\v;i3 declared by the words of unerring Thought 
not to be good. In the Bible we have an ac- 
count of a people once in bondage; and when 
llie irreat God called for their deliverance, the 
cry of their oi)prcssors v/as, (as we believe, in 
the sjiirit of the report.) 'They be idle, they 
be idle.' God hath said, 'Let the ojjpressed 
p) free;' and he that oppresseth the poor, re- 
proaclieth his Maker. 

"The report supposes it a dangerous experi- 
ment; the command is, nevertheless, Go for- 
ward, allhouglx the Red Sea, starvation, deg- 
radation, with, all the train of horrors so 
eloquently set forth in the report, stare you in 
the face. Is it better to obey God, or man? 
As wise men, judge ye." 

Mr. Laughlin remarked, in reference to the 

subject: 

"Here (in Tennessee) the great moral prin- 
ciple is at work, which, in the end, will in- 
evitably accomplish the great work (of eman- 
ci])at!on) in a legal and constitutional way. 
The warmest friends of the cause here only 
want to go a little in advance of the present 
spirit of the age. The only weapons they 
pretend to employ are religion, expediency, 
reason, and moral duty." 

The debate in the Virginia Legislature in 
li?32, and in the Convention a year or two 
before, together with the above extracts, will ! 
serve to illustrate the spirit of Democracy, and 
of Whiggery too, in the palmy days of Jackson 
and Clav. 

From Tucker''s Blackstone. 

OX THE STATE OF SLAVERY IN VIR- 
GINIA. 

J^'J St. Giorge Tucker, Professor of Law in the 
Univcr.sUy of William and Mary, and one of 
tfie Jiidjes of the General Court in Virgi)iia. 

Note H. 

In the preceding inquiry into the absolute 
'ights of the citixens of United America, we 
iiinst not be understood as if those rights were 
e'l'ially and universally the privilege of all the 
lulialjiianh; of the United States, or even of 
all Uioje who may challenge this land of free- 
'KiHi as their native country. Among the 
'|!<-'j^ings which thd Almighty hath .'showered 
<'')wn on those States, there is a large portion 

tlie hittcrosi draught that ever flowed from 
'lie cuj> of :ul;ictiun'. Whilst America huth 



been the land of promise to Europeans otid 
their descendants, it hath been the vals of 
death to millions of .the wretched sons of Af- 
rica. The genial light of Liberty, which hath 
here shone with unrivalled, lustre on the for- 
mer, hath yielded no comfort to the latter; 
but to them hath proved a pillar of darkness, 
whilst it hath conducted the former to the 
most enviable .«;tate of human existence. Whilst 
we were offering up vows at the shrine of 
Liberty and sacrificing hecatombs upon her 
altars; whilst we swore irreconcilable hostility 
to her enemies, and hurled defiance iu their 
faces; whilst we adjured the God of Hosts to 
witness our resolution to live free, or die, and 
imprecated curses on their heads who refused 
to unite with us in estJiblishing the em])ire of 
Freedom, v/e were imposing upon our feilow- 
men, who difier in complexion from u.s, a sla- 
very ten thousand times more cruel than the 
utmost extremity of those grievances and op- 
pressions of which we complained. Such arc 
the inconsistencies of human nature; such the 
blindness of those Avho pluck not the beam 
out of their own eyes, whilst they can espy a 
moat in the eyes of their brother; such that 
partial system of morality which confines 
rights and injuries to particular complexions; 
such the eifect of that self-love which justifies 
or condemns, not according to principle, but 
to the agent. Had we turned our eyes in- 
wardly when we supplicated the Father of 
Mercies to aid the injured and oppressed; when 
we invoked t^ie Author of Righteousness to 
attest the purity of our motives and the justice 
of our cause ; and implored the God of Battles 
to aid our exertions in its defence, should wc 
not have stood" more self-convicted than the 
contrite publican? Should we not have left 
our gift upon Uie altar, that we might first be 
reconciled to our brethren whom we held in 
i bondage? Should we not have loosed their 
! chains and broken their fetlcr.s? Or, if the 
difficulties and dangers of such an experiment 
prohibited the attempt during the convulsions 
of a revolution, is it not our duty to embrace 
tlie first rnoiuenr. of con.stitutional health and 
vigor Jo eifectuate so desirahle an object, and 
to remove from us a stigma with which our 
enemies will siever fail to upbraid us, nor our 
consciences to reproach us ? 

This note is very long, and embraces ao 

elaborate plan of einancii)ation. 

LETTKR FROM liENRT CLAY. 

The following letter of Mr. Clay is copied 

fro'/n a uevvsjiaper of It was published 

widely at the time of its appearance: 

Nkw OuiJi.v.N.s, Fehruiiri) J.7,- 1849. 
Dkau Sjii; Prior to my (le])artiire from home 
in l)(:ccmbor hist, iu liehalf of yourself and 
other friends, you obtuint'd from a jiromise 
to make a public exposition of my views and 
opinioiis i.'pon a grave and iin])ortiint question 
which, it was then anticipnted, woni'i I'C much 
ilebated and cojisiiJei'cd by tlic people of Ken- 
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tucky, during this year, in consequence of the 
approachinfj Convention, sununoned to amend 
their present Constitution'. I was not entirely 
well when I left home, and owing to that 
cause, and my confinement several week?, du- 
ring my sojourn in this city, from the elfectP 
of an acbidcnt which befel me, I have been 
delayed in the fulfilment of ray promise, which 
I now propose to execute. 

The question to whicli I allude is, whether 
African slavery, as it now exists in Kentucky, 
shall be left to a perpetual or indefinite con- 
tinuance, or some provision shall be made, in 
the new Constitution, for its gradual and ulti- 
mate extinction? 

A few general observations will suffice my 
present purpose, without ejitering on the whole 
subject of slavery, under all its bearings and 
in every aspect of it. 1 am aware that there 
are respectable persons who believe that sla- 
very is a bltissing, that the institution ought 
t»* exist in every well-organized society, and 
that it is even favorable to the preservation of 
liberty. Happily, the number who entertain 
these extravagant oj)inions is not very great, 
and the time would be uselessly occupied in 
an elaborate refutation to them. 1 would, 
however, remark that, if slavery be fraught 
with these alleged benefits, the principle on 
which it is maintained would require that one 
portion of the white race should be reduced to 
bondage, to serve another portion of the same 
race, when black subjects of slavery could not 
be obtained; and that in Africa, where they 
may entertain as great a preference lor their 
color as we do for ours, they would be justi- 
fied in reducing the white race to slavery, in 
order to secure the blessings which that state 
is said to dili'wse. 

An argument, in support of reducing the 
African race to shwery is sometimes derived 
from their alleged intellectual inferiority to the 
while races;, but, if tliis argument be founded 
in fact, (as it may be, but which I shall nut 
now examine,) it would prove entirely ' too 
much. It would prov6 that any white nation, 
which had made greater advances in civiliza- 
tion, knowledge, and wisdom, than another 
white nation, would have a right to reduce the 
latter to a state of bondage. Nay. further: if 
the principle of sulijugation founded upon in- 
tellectual superiority be true, and be appUt'a- 
blc to races and to nations, what is^lo prevent 
its being applied to individuals? And tlicn 
the wisest man in the wurld would havi; a rigiit 
to niiike slaves of all the rest of mankind. 

If indeed we jiossess this intellectual supr-ri- 
ority, iirotbnndly grateful and thankful to iiini 
who has bestowed ii. we ought to t'ullil all the 
obligaridiis ;ind duties which it imjioses; and 
these wuisld require us, not to sulijugiite or 
deal unjustly liy o.ir icllow men who are less 
blessed than we isrc, l)Ut to instruct, to im- 
prove, and to enligiileii them. 

A vast ui.ijo'.-ity of the people of the United 
States, in every section (tf them, I believe, re- 
gret the introduction of slavery into the colo- 
nies, under the authority of our Uritish ances- 



tor?, lament that a single slave treads our soil, 
dejdore the necessity of the continuance of 
slavery in any of the Stales, regard the in- 
stitution as a great evil to both races, and 
would rejoice in the adopiion of any safe, just, 
ami practicable plan for the removal of all 
slaves from among us. Hitherto no such sat- 
isfactory plan has been presented. When, on 
the occasion of the formation of our present 
Constitution of Kentucky, in 1799, the question 
of the gradual emancipation of slavery in that 
•State was agitated, its friends had to encoun- 
ter a great obstacle, in the fact that there then 
existed no established colony to which they 
could be transported. Now, by the. successful 
establishment of flourishing colonies on Ibe 
western coast of Africa, that difficulty has been 
ol>viatcd. And I confess that, without in- 
dulging in any undue feelings of superstition, 
it does seem to me that it may have been among 
the dispensations of Providence to i)ernnt the 
wrongs, under which Africa has suffered, to 
be inflicted, that her children might be return- 
ed to their original home, civilized, imbued 
with the benign spirit of Christianity, and pre- 
pared ultintately to redeem that great conti- 
nent from barbarism and idolatry. 

Without undertaking to judge for .any other 
State, it was my opinion in 1799 that Kentucky 
was in a condition to admit of the gradual 
emancipation of her slaves; and how deeply 
do I lament that a system with that object had 
not been then established. If it had been, the 
State would now be nearly rid of oil slave.?. 
.My opinion has never changed, and I havefrc' 
quentiy publicly expressed it. I should be 
most happy, if what was impracticable at that 
epoch could now be accomplished.* 

After full and deliberate consideration of the 
subject, it appears to me that three ))rinciple3 
should regulate the establishment of a sy.stem 
of gradual emancipation. The first is, that it 
should be slow in its operation, cautious and 
gradual, so as to occasion no convulsion, nor 
any rash or sudden disturbance in the existing 
habits of society. Second, that, as an indis- 
pcnsalde condition, the emancipated slave? 
should be removed from the State to some 
coliuiy. And, thirdly, that the ex]>eases of 
their transportation to such colony, including 
an outlit for six months after their arrival at 
it, sliiMtld be defrayed by a fii:ul to be raised 
from the labor of each freed sla-, e. 

Nothing could be more unvslse than the 
immediate liberation of all the slaves in tiie 
v^iatc. coin[»rehendiug both sexos and ail ages, 
tVoin that of tender infancy to extreme old age. 
It would lead to the mo.-^'t frightfni and fata! 
ciuiaequenccs. Any great cliauge in the con- 
ditiuu of society should be inarkcd hy extreme 
care and circumspection. The introduction 
of slaves into tlie colonies was an opera'ioii 
of many years duration; raid tlie work of their 
removal from the Tniteil States can only be 
eiVected after the lajjse of a great length oi 
time. 

1 think that a period sltould be fixed vvhcn 
all born after it should be free at a specified- 
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affe, u!l born before it remaining slaves for 
life. That period, I would suggest, should be 
ISofj, or oven 13G0; for on this and other ar- 
lanijcnionts of the system, if adopted, I incline 
to a liberal margin, so as to obviate as many 
objections aiid to unite as many opinions as 
possible. Whether the commencement of the 
operation of the system be a little earlier or 
liter, it is not so important as that a day should 
be |jfcTinanenlly.//xf(f, from which we could loolt 
forward with confidence to the final termina- 
tion of slavery within the limits of the Com- 
monwealth. 

Whatever may be the day fixed, whether 
1855 or 18G0, or any other day, all born after 
it I suggest should be free at the age of twen- 
ty-iivc, bat be liable afterwards to be hired 
out, under the authority of the State, for a 
term not exceeding three years, in order to 
raise a sum sufficient to pay the expenses of 
their transportation to the colony, and to jiro- 
vide them au outfit for six months after their 
arrival there. 

If the descendants of those who were them- 
selves to be free at the age of twenty-five, were 
also to be considered as slaves until they at- 
tained tlie same age, and this rule were con- 
tinued indefinitely as to time, it is manifest 
thiit slavery would be perpetuated instead of 
being terminated. To guard against this con- 
sequence, provision might be made that the 
oifspring of those who were to be free fit twen- 
ty-five, should be free from their birth, but 
upon tile condition that they should be appren- 
ticed until they were twenty-one, and be also 
afterwards liable lo be iiircd out a period not 
exceeding three years, for the purpose of rais- 
ing funcls to meet the expense to the colony 
and their subsistence for the first six months. 

The Pennsylvania system of emancipation 
fixed the period of twenty-eight for the liber- 
ation of slaves, and provided, or her courts 
liave since interpreted the system to mean, 
that the issue of all who were to be free at the 
limited age, were from their births free. The 
Pennsylvania system made no provision for 
colonization. 

Until the commencement of the system which 
I am endeavoring to sketch, I think all the legal 
rights of the propri .-tors of slaves, in their full- 
est extent, ought to remain unimpaired and 
unrestricted, L\)nse(iuently, they would have 
the right to sell, devise, or remove them from 
the State; and in the latter case, without their 
oilsprivig IjL'iug entitled to the benefit of eman- 
cipatiou. for which the system provides. 
^ 2d. The colonization o£ the free blacks, as 
tney siicces.-ively arrive, from year to year, at 
the age entitling^them to freedom, I consider 
a condit ion absolutely in(iispensable. Without 
't. 1 should l)e utterly opposed to any scheme 
of eniuucipation. One hundred and ninety odd 
thousand l)Uu-.ks, composing about one-fourth 
of the euiire popiilaiion of the State, with their 
descendants, could never live in peace, harmo- 
ny, and o(iu.ility, with the residue of the pop- 
ulation. The color, passions, and prejudices, 
^ould forever prevent the two races living 



together in a state of cordial union, • Social, 
ntoral, and political degradu'Jon T^-ould be the 
inevitable lot of the colored race. Even in 
the free States, (I use th(? terms free and slave 
States not in any sense derogatory from one 
class, or iin])lying any superiority in tht-iDther, 
but for the sake of brevity. ) jihat is their pres- 
ent condition. In some of those free States, 
tiie penal legislation against the people of color 
is quite as severe, if not harsher, tban it is in 
some of the slave States. As nowhere in the 
United States are amalgamation and ecjuality 
between the two races posible, it is better 
tiiiit there should be a sc])aration, and that the 
African descendants should bo returned to the 
native land of their fathers. 

It will have been seen that , the plan I iiave 
suggested propo.ses the annual transportation, 
of all born after a si)ecilied day, upon their 
arrival at the prescribed age, to the colony 
which maybe selected for/their destination; 
and this process of transportation is to be con- 
tinued, until the separation of the two races 
is completed. If the emancipated slaves were 
to remain in Kentucky until they attained the 
age of twenty-eight, it would be about thirty- 
four years before the first .annual transporta- 
tion began, if the system commenced in 1855 ; 
and about thirty-nine years, if its operation 
began itl 18G0. 

Whiu the number thus to be annually trans- 
ported would be, cannot be precisely ascer- 
tained. I observe it stated by the auditor, 
that the increase of slaves in Kentucky last 
year was between three and four thousand. 
But, as that statement was made upon a.coin- 
parison of the aggregate number of all the 
sla' in the State, with'out regard to births, 
it dovs not, 1 presume, exhibit truly the natural 
increase, which was probably larger. The 
aggregate was aflected by the introduction 
and still more by the <)xportation of .slaves. I 
suppose that there would not be less, probably 
more, than five thousand to be transi)orted the 
first year of the operation of the system; but, 
after it was in progress some years, there would 
be be a constant diminution of the number. 

W^ould it be ))racticable annually to trans:- 
[»ort live thousand persons from Kentucky? 
There cannot be a doubt of it, or even a much 
larger number. We receive from( Europe an- 
nually emigrants to au amount oxceeiting two 
iiundred and fifty thousand, at a cost for the 
passage of about ten dollars per head, and 
they embark at European ports more distant 
from the United States than the western coast 
of Africa. It is true that the commercial ma- 
rine etnployed between Eurvpe and the United 
States affords facilities, in tJie transportation 
of emigrants, at tliat low rate; whicii that en- 
gaged in the coinjui^^roe iKuween Liberia and 
this country does not now Rujiply; l)ut that 
commerce is increasing; and by the time the 
proposed system, if adopted, would go into 
operation, it will have greatly augmented. 

If there were a certainty of the annual trans- 
portation of not less than five tl)Ousaiid per- 
sons to Africa, it would create a demand for 
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t ransports, anil tlie spirit of competition would, 
I have no doubt, greatly diminish the prcsciK 
cost of the passage. That cost has been stated, 
upon good authority, to be at present fifty dol- 
hirs per head, including the passage and six 
. luonths' outfit after the arrival of the emigrant 
in Africa. Wliatever may be the cost, and 
whatever tlie number to be transported, the 
fund to be raised by tlic hire of tlie liberated 
slave, for a period not exceeding three years, 
will be amply sullicicnt. The annual hire, on 
the avorfige, may be estimated at fifty dollars, 
or one hundred and fifty for the whole term. 

Colonization will be attended with ih.& pain- 
ful effect of the separation of the colonists from 
their parents, and in some instances from their 
children; but from the latter it Avill be only 
temporar}>as they will follow, and bo again 
reunited. Their sepnration from their parents 
will not be until after they have atta icd a 
mature nge, nor greater than voluntarilj takes 
jdace with emigrants from Europe, who leave 
their jjarents behind. It will be ifar less dis- 
tressing than what frequently occurs in the 
state of slavery, and will be attended with the 
animating encouragement, that the colonists 
art! transferred from a hmd of bondage and 
degradation for them", to a land of liberty and 
equa lity. 

And 3d. The expense of transporting the 
liberated slave to the colony, and of maintain- 
ing him there for six months, I think ought 
to be provided for by a fund derived from his 
labor, in the manner already indicated. Kc 
is the party most benefited by eniaiicipation. 
It ^vould not be right to subject the non-slave- 
holder to any part, of that expense; and the 
slaveholder will have nnide sutlicicnt sacrifices, 
'«-ithout being exclusively burdened with taxes 
to raise that fund. The emancipated slaves 
could be hired out for the time proposed, by 
the sheriff, or other public agent, in each coun- 
ty, who should be subject to strict account- 
ability. And it would be requisite that there 
should be kept a register of all births of all 
ciiildro.' of color, after the day fixed for the 
commcuceuient. of the system, enforced by ap- 
projjriate srtnctions. It would be a very de- 
sirable regulation of la\v, to have the births, 
deatii.-:. and marriage.^, of the whole population 
of tlie State, regi.stered and preserved, as is 
done in mo.':t wcil-governcd States. 

Among other con.si(Ierations which unite in 
recommending to the State of Kentucky a sys- 
tem i\)V the gradual aljoiition of slavery, is that 
arising out other exjjosed comlition, atlbrding 
great fiseilities to the escape of iier .<laves into 
Jhe free States and iiiio Canada. She does 
not enjoy the sceurity wliiidi some of the slave 
Staves have, by being covered in depth by two 
or three jdave Statv.-. intervening between thcni 
and free StatCK. She lias a greiUcr length of 
bonier on free Slates than any other slave 
State in the l-nion. That border is the Ohio 
river, e.xtending f rum the njouth of tlic 151;^ 
Sandy to the nuiuth of the Ohio, a dirftaiii i' 
of uear six huudred miles, separating her from 



] the already, powerful and growing States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

Vast numbers of slaves have fled from most 
of the counties in Kentucky, from the mouth 
of Big. Sandy to the mouth of the Miami, and 
the evil has increased aind is increasing. At- 
tempts to recover the fugitives lead to the 
most jjaiuful and irritating collisions. Hith- 
erto, countenance and assistance to the fugi- 
tives have been chiefly aflbrded by pers()ns in 
the State of Ohio; but it is to be apprehended, 
from the progressive opposition to slavery^ 
that, in process of time,, similar facilities to 
the esca pe of slaves will be found in the btaics 
of Indiana an.d Illinois. 13y means of railroads, 
Canada can be reached from Cincinnati in a 
little more than twenty-four hours. 

In the event of a civil war breaking out, or 
in the more direful event of a dissolution of 
the Union, in consequence of the existence of 
slavery, Kentucky would become the theatre 
and bear the brunt of the war. She Avould 
doubtless defend herself with her known valor 
and gallantry ; but the superiority of the num- 
bers by which she would be opposed would 
lay waste and devastate her fair fields. Her 
sister slave States would fly to her succor; 
but, even if they should be successful in the 
uiiequal conflict, she never could obtain any 
indemnity for the inevitable .ravages of the 
war. 

It may be urged that wc ought not, by the 
gradual abolition of slavery, to separate our- 
selves from the other slave States, but con- 
tinue lo share with them in all their future 
fortunes. The pow^er of each slave Stiile, 
within its linjits, over the institution of sla- 
very, is absolute, supreme, and exclusive- 
exclusive of that of Congress or that of nny 
other State. The Government of each filave 
State is bound, by the highest and most solemn 
obligations, to dispose of the question of sla- 
very so as best to promote the peace, happiness, 
and prosperity, of the people of the State. 
Kentucky being essentially a farming State, 
slave labor is less profitable. 

If, in most of the other slave States, they 
find that labor more profitable in the culture 
of the staples of cotton and sugar, they may 
perceive a reason in that feeling lor continu- 
ing slavery, which it cannot be expected shouUl 
control the judgment of Kentucky, as to what 
may be fitting aiul proper for her interests. 
If she should abolish slavery, it would be 
her duty, and I trust that she would be as 
i-eady as she now is, to dcf^.>nd the siave States 
in the enjoyment of all their lawful and con- 
istitntional rights. ' Her ])ov.-er, political and 
jjhy.sical, \vould be greatly increased; for the 
one hundred and nin^cv odd* ihousnnd .slave.^i, 
and their descendants, would be gradually su- 
perseded by an equal number of white inbab- 
! itants, who would be estimated per capita, anct 
i not by the Federal rule of three-filths pfc- 
, scrUjcd for the colored race in the Constitution 
he United States. 

i have thus, without reserve, freely e.xpresscU 
1 my opinion and jiresented my vicw.s. The ui- 
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tercstiii'^ subjoxl uf which I have treated would 
have ailinittcil of much enlargeiueut, but I have 
desired to consult brevity. The plau which I. 
have proposed will*hardly be accused of being 
too early iu its connneaccnient or too rapid in 
its operation. It will bo more likely, to meet 
with contrary reproaches. If adopted, it is to 
bi'gin tlurty-four or thirty-nine years from the 
time of its* adoption, as the one period or the 
otlicr shall be selected for its coranicnccment. 
How long a time it will take to remove all the 
colored race from the State, by the annual 
trani,portation of each year's natural increase, 
cannot be exactly ascertained. After the sys- 
tem had been in operation some years, I think 
it probable, from the manifest blessings that 
would How from it, from the diminished value 
of slave labor, and from tho humanity and 
benevolence of private individuals prompting 
a liberation of their slaves and their trans- 
])ortation, a general disposition would exist to 
accelerate and complete the work of coloniza- 
tion. 

That the system will be attended with some 
sacrifices on the part of the slsiveholdci-s, which 
are to be regretted, need not be denied. What 
great and beneficial enterprise was ever accom- 
plished without risk and sacrifice? But these 
sacrifices are distant, contingent^ and incon- 
siderable. Assuming the year 1860 for the 
conunencemcnt of the systeni, all slaves born 
prior to that time would remain such during 
their lives, and the personal loss of the slave- 
holder would be only the difference in value 
of a female slave wlioso offspring, if she had 
any, born after the first day of January, 1860, 
should be free at the age of twenty-five, or 
should be slaves for life. 

In the mean time, if the right to remove or 
sell the slaves out of the State should be exer- 
cised, that trifling loss would not be incurred. 
The slaveholder, after the commencement of 
the system, would lose the difference in value 
behveeii .slaves for life and slaves until the age 
of twenty-five. He might also incur some in- 
considerable expense in rearing, from their 
birth, the !&sne of those who were to be free 
at twenty-five, until they were old enough to 
be apprenticed out; but as it is probable that 
they would be most generally bound to him, 
he would receive some indemnity for their 
services until they attained their majority. 

Most of the evils, losses, and misfortunes of 
Ininian life have some compensation or allevi- 
ation. The slaveholder is generally a land- 
holder, and I am persuaded that he Avould find, 
in the augmented value of his land, some, if 
not full indemnity for losses arising to him from 
emancipation and colonization. ' He would 
ftlso liberally share in the general benefits, 
acorning to the whole State, from the extinc- 
tion of slavery. These have been so often and 
so fully stated, that I will not, nor is it neces- 
sary to dwell upon them extensively. They 
may bo summed up in a few words. We shall 
remove from among us the contaminating in- 
fluences of a servile and degraded race, of 



different color; we shall enjoy the proud and 
conscious satisfaction of placing that race 
where they can enjoy the great blessings of 
liberty, and civil, political, and social equality; 
we shall acquire the advantage of the diligence, 
the fidelity, and the constancy, of free labor, 
i:istead of the carelessness, the infidelity, and. 
the unsteadiness, of slave labor; we shall ele- 
vate the. character of white labor, and elevate 
the social condition of the white laborer; aug- 
ment the value of our lands, improve the agri- 
culture of the State, attract capital from abroad 
to all the pursuits of commerce, nmnufactures, 
and agriculture; redress, as far and as fast an 
we prudently could, any wrongs .which the 
descendants of Africa have suffered at our 
hands; and we should demonstrate the sin- 
cerity with which we pay indiscriminate hom- 
age to the great cause of the liberty of the 
human race. 

Kentucky enjoys high respect and honora- 
ble consideration throughout the Union and 
throughout the civilized world; but, in my 
humble opinion, no title which she has to the 
esteem and admiration of mankind, no deeds 
of her former glory, would equal, in greatness 
and grandeur, that of being the pioneer State 
in removing from her soil every trace of human 
slavery, and in establishing the descendants 
of Africa within her jurisdiction in the native 
land of their forefathers. 

I have thus executed the promise I made, 
alluded to in the commencement ot this letter : 
and I hope that I have done it calmly, free 
from intemperance, and so as to wound the 
sensibilities of none. I sincerely hope that 
the que-'tion may be considered and decided, 
without the infiuence of party or passion. I 
should be most happy to have the good fortune 
of coinciding in opinion vrith a majority of the 
people of Kentucky; but if there be a majority- 
opposed to all schemes of gradual emancipa- 
tion, however much I may regret it, my duty 
will be to bow in submission to their will. 

If it be perfectly certain and manifest that 
such a majority exists, I should think it better 
not to agitate the question at all, since thai, 
in that case, it would be useless, and might 
exercise a pernicious collateral influence upon 
the fair consideration of other amendments 
which may be proposed to our Constitution. 
If there be a majority of the people of Ken- 
tucky, at this time, adverse to touching the 
institution of slavery, as it now exists, we, 
who had thought and a ished otherwise, can 
only indulge the hope that at some future 
time, under better auspices, and with the 
blessing of Providence, the cause which we 
have so much at -heart may be attended with 
better success. 

In any event, I shall have the satisfaction 
of having performed a duty to the State, to 
the subject, and to myself, by placing my sen- 
timents permanently upon record. 

With great regard, I am your friend and 
obedient servant, II. CiiAV. 

Richard Pindell, Esq. 
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SPEECH OF Wir-LTAM PINKNEY, 

Delivered in the Assemblij of Maryland, ai their 
session in 178S, ichcn the report of a com- 
miU.ee of the House, favorable to a petition fur 
the relief oj the oppressed slaves, was under 
consideration. 

Mr. Si'Eakeu: Before I proceed to deliver 
my sentiments on the subject matter of the 
report under consideration, I must entreat tlie 
nienibers of tliis House to hear me with pa- 
ilence, and not to con<lemn what I may liappen 
to advance in support of the opinion I have 
I'onnod, until they shall have heard me out. 
I iua conscious, sir, that upon this occasion 1 
liave long-established principles to combat, and 
deep-rooted prejudices to defeat; that I liave 
iVars and apprehensions to silence, which the 
acts of former Legislatures have sanctioned: 
;uid that (what is equivalent to a host of diffi- 
culties) the popular impressions are against 
nic. Hut, if I am honored with the same in- 
ihil^^ent attention which the House has been 
pleased to all'ord me on past subjects of delib- 
eration, I do not/ despair of surmounting all 
llie.<e obstacles, in the common cause of justice, 
iuimanity, and policy. The report appears to 
liie to have two objects in view: to annihilate 
the existing restraints on the voluntarj- emau- 
ripation of slaves, and to relieve a particular 
(ifispriug from the punishment heretofore in- 
llirted on them, for the mere transgression of 
ilieir parents. To the whole report, separately 
;.iid collectively, my hearty assent, my cordial 
jissistauce, shall be given. It was the policy 
ol' this country, sir, from an early period of 
colonization down to the Revolution, to en- 
fdurage an importation of slaves, for purposes 
which (if conjecture may be indulged) had 
been far better answered without their assist- 
i'.iice. That this inhuman policy was a dis- 
grace to the colony, a dishonor to the Legis- 
lature, and a scandal to human nature, we 
need not, at this enlightened period, labor to 
prove. The generous mind, that has adequate 
ideas of the inherent rights of mankind, and 
knows the value of them, must feel its indig- 
nation rise against the shameful trnflic that 
introduces slavery into a country which seems 
to have been designed by Providence as an 
as}lum for those whom the arm of power had 
persecuted, and not as a nursery for wretches 
.stripped of every privilege which Heaven in- 
tended for its rational creatures, and reduced 
to a level with — nay, become themselves — the 
mere goods and chattels of their masters. 

Sir, by tlic eternal principles of natural jus- 
tice, no master in the State has a right to hold 
his slave in bondage for a single hour; -but 
tliL' law of the land, which (however oppressive 
and unjust, however inconsistent with the 
great groundwork of the late Revolution and 
our present frame of Government) we cannot, 
in prudence or from a regard to individ'M\l 
rights, abolish, has authorized a slavery as 
bad or perhaps worse than the most absolute, 
unconditional servitude, that ever England 
knew in the early ages of its empire, under 



the tyrannical policy of the Danes, the feudal 
tenures of the Saxonu, or the pure villanage 
of the Normans. But, Mr. Speaker, because a 
respect for the peace and safely of the coninm- 
nity, and the already-injured rights of indi- 
viduals, forbids a compulsory liberation of 
these unfortunate creatures, shall we unnecessa- 
rily refine upon this gloomy system of bondage, 
and prevent the owner of a slave from \ nuuiu- 
mitting him, at the only probable period, wbeii 
the warm feelings of benevolence and the gen- 
tle workings of commiseration dispose him to 
the generous deed? Sir, the natural character 
of Maryland is sufficiently sullied and dishon- 
ored, by barely tolerating slavery ; but when 
it is found that your laws give every possible 
encouragement to its continuance to the latest 
generations, and are ingenious to prevent even 
its slow and gradual decline, how is the die 
of the imputation deepened? It may even be 
thought that our late glorious struggle for lib- 
erty did not originate in principle, but took its 
rise from popular caprice, the rage of faction, 
or the intemperance of party. Let it be re- 
membered, Mr. Speaker, that even in the days 
of feudal barbarity, when the minds of men 
were unexpanded by that liberality of senti- 
ment which sj>rings from civilization and re- 
finement, such was the antipathy, in Englimd, 
against private bondage, that so far from being 
studious to stop the progress of emancipntion, 
the courts of law (aided by legislative conni- 
vance) were inventive to liberate by construc- 
tic-3. [f, for example, a man brought an action 
against his villain, it was presumed that he 
designed to manumit him; and, althougii per- 
haps this presumption was, in ninety-nine in- 
stances out of a hundred, contrary to the fact, 
yet, u})on this ground alone were bondmen 
adjudged to bo free. 

Sir, I sincerely wish it were in my power to 
impart my feelings upon this subject to tliose 
who hear me; they would then acknowledge, 
that while the owner was protected in the 
property of his slave, he might, at the sauio 
time, be allowed to relinquish that property to 
the unhappy subject, whenever he should be so 
inclined. They would then feel that denyinjr 
this privilege was repugnant to every principle 
of humanity — an everlasting stigma on our 
Government — an act of unequalled barbarity, 
without a color of policy, or a pretext of ne- 
cessity, to justify it. 

Sir, let gentlemen put it home to themselves, 
that after Providence has crowned our exer- 
tions in the cause of general freedom \yitli 
success, and led us on to independence through 
a myriad of dangers, and in defiance of obsta- 
cles crowding thick upon each other, we sbould 
not so soon forget the principles upon which 
we fled to arms, and lose all sense of that in- 
terposition of Heaven by which alone we coula 
have been saved from the grasp of arbitrary 
power. We may talk of liberty in our public 
councils, and fancy that Ave feel reverence for 
her dictates. We may declaim, with all the 
vehemence of animated rhetoric against op- 
pression, and flatter ourselves that we detest 
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the ugly monster; but so long as we contiiw^. 
to cherish the poisonous weed of partial sla- 
very among us, the world will doubt our sin- 
cerity. In the name of Heaven, with what 
face can we call ourselves the friends of equal 
freedom and the inherent rights of our species, 
when we wantonly pass laws inimical to each ; 
when we reject every opportunity of destroy- 
ing, by silent, imperceptible degrees, the horrid 
fabric of individual bondage, reared by the 
morcenary hands of those from whom the sa- 
cred flame of liberty received no devotion? 

Sir, it is pitiable to reflect to what wild in- 
consistencies, to what opposite extremes, we 
are hurried by the frailty of our nature. Long 
have I been convinced that no generous senti- 
ment of which the human heart is capable, no 
elevated passion of the soul that dignifies 
mankind, can obtain a uniform and perfect 
dominion ; to-day we may be aroused as one 
man, by a wonderful and unaccountable sym- 
pathy against the lawless invader of the rights 
of his fellow-creatures; to-morrow we maybe 
guilty of the same oppression which wo rep- 
robated and resisted in another. Is it, Mr. 
Sjieaker, because the complexion of these de- 
voted victims is not quite so delicate as ours ; 
is it ijecause their untutored minds (humbled 
and debased by the hereditary yoke) appear 
!e?.> active and capacious than our own; Or, is 
it because we have been so habituated to their 
situation as to become callous to the horrors 
of it, that we are determined, whether politic 
or not, to keep them, till time shall be no more, 
oua livel with the brutes? For "nothing," 
ijavs Muutcsquieu, "so much assimilates a man 
to a brute, as living among freemen, himself a 
slave.'' Call not Maryland a land of liborty, 
lie not pretend that she has chosen this coun- 
try as an asylum, that here slie has erected 
!ier tonij^le and consecrated her shrine, when 
here, also, her unhallowed enemy holds his 
^K^lkh j)and:i;mo7uum, and our rulers offer sacri- 
f'K"' at his polluted altar. The lily and the 
hrr.inblo m;iy grow in social proximity, but 
hbeuj, and slavery delight in separation. 

J^ir, lot us figure to ourselves for a moment 
one of these unhappy victims, more informed 
than U)e rest, pleading at the bar of this House 
the cause of himself and his felluw-sutlercrs ; 
what wouM be the language of this orator of 
munrc ' Thus, my imagination tclU me he 
wonid address us: 

"^\e belong, by the policy of our country, 
™ our niiisiers, and submit to our rigorous 
ilestuiy; we do not ask you to divest, them of 
heir property, because we arc conscious ytlu 
hi^ve not tl-.e power; we do not entreat you to 
C'"npol an cmanciuatiou of us or our pos'teritv, 
pecausc justice to your fellow-cili/.ens forbids 
It; we only supplicate you not to arre:-t the 
gentle arm of humanitv, when it may be 
ftietchcd forth in our behalf, nor to wage 
Josttlities against that moral or r.-lisrio-.is con- 

i"ion which may at any time incline our 
n-i^^ters to give freedom to us, or our unolFend- 
Qg uirspnng; not to interpose legislative ob- 
''^<^ies to the course of voluntary manuniis- 



' sion. Thus shall you neither violate the rights 
of your people, i^or endanger the quiet of the 
community, while you vindicate 3'our public 
councils from the imputation of cruelty and 
the stigma of causeless, unprovoked oppres- 
sion. Wo have never," would he argue, "re- 
belled against our masters; we have never 
thrown your Government into a ferment by 
struggles to regain the independence of our 
fathers. We have yielded our necks submis- 
sive to tl\e yoke, and without a murmur ac- 
quiesced in the privation of our native rights. 
We conjure you, then, in the name of the com- 
mon Parent of mankind, reward us not for this 
long and patient acquiescence by shutting up 
the main avenues to our liberation, by with- 
holding from us the poor pi'ivilege of benefit- 
ing by the kind indulgence, the generous in- 
tentions, of our superiors." 

What could wc answer to arguments like 
these? Silent and peremptory, Ave might re- 
ject the application ; but no words could jus- 
tify the deed. 

In vain should we resort to apologies, ground- 
ed on the fallacious suggestions of a cautious 
and timid policy. I would a^ soon believe the 
incoherent tale of a schoolboy who should tell 
me he had been frightened by a ghost, as thai 
the grant of this permission ought in any de- 
gree to alarm us. Are wc apprehensive that 
these men will become more dangerous by 
becoming free? Are we alarmed, lest, by being 
admitted to the enjoyment of civil riglits. they 
will be inspired with a deadly enmity against 
the rights of others? Strange, unaccountabli^ 
paradox! Hovr much more rational wOuld it 
be, to argue that the natural enemy of the 
privileges of freemen is he vrlio is robbed of 
them himself I lu him, the foul demon of jeal- 
ousy converts the sense of his own debasement 
into a rancorous hatred for the more auspicious 
fate of others; while from him whom you have 
raised from the degrading situation of a slave, 
whom you have restored to that rank in the 
order of the universe which the mtiliguity of 
his fortune prevented him from attainiug"^be- 
fore — from such a man (unless his soul he. ten 
thousand times blacker than his C(jniplexion) 
you may reasonably hope for all the hapjiy 
elfects of the v.^arinest gratitude and love. 

Sir, let us not limit our views to tlic short 
period of a life in being; let us extend them 
along the continuous line nf endless genera- 
tions yet to come, llow will the n)illi()ii3 that 
now teem in the womb of futurity, and whom 
your present laws would doom to' the curse of 
perpetual bondage, feel the inspiration of grat- 
itude to those whose, sacred love of li!)orr,v 
shall have opened the door to their admisr;ion 
within the pale of freedom? Di.«(ionoral.le to 
the species is the idea, that they would ever 
prove injurious to our interests. Ileleased 
from the shackles of slavery bv the justice of 
Government and the boi;;ity'of individuals, 
the want of fidelity and atiachment would be 
next to impossible. 

Sir, when we talk of policy, it would bo 
well for U3 to reflect whether pride is not at 
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the bottom of it; whether we do not feel our i or country. There you have beheld an ua 
vanity anil self-consequence wounded at the ! kindly surface wrested from its natural rude^ 



idea of a dusty African participating equally 
with ourselves in the rights of human nature, 
and rising to a level with us, from the lowest 
point of degradation. Prejudices of this kind, 
sir, are often so povrerfui as to persuade us 
that whatever countervails them ,vs the ex- 
tremity of folly, and that tlic peculiar path of 
wisdom is that v/hich leads to their gratifica- 
tion. But it is for us to be superior to the 
influence of such ungenerous motives; it is 
for us to reflect, that whatever the complexion, 
however ignoble the ancestry or uncultivated 
the mind, one universal Father gave being to 
them juid us, and with that being conferred 
the unalienable rights of the species. But 1 
have heard it argued, that if you permit a 
master to manumit his slaves by, his last Avili 
and testament, as soon as they dis.cyver he has 
done so, they will destroy hiio, ic- prevent a 
revocation. Nt ver was a weakor dtrfence at- 
tempted, to jus'.ify the severity ox'i-tcvsecution ; 
never did a bigoted inquisition condemn a 
heretic to torture and to death, i^pon grounds 
less adequate to justify the horrid sentence. 
ISir, is it not obvious that the argunfent applies 
equally against all devices whatst/ever for any 
person's benefit? For, if an advantageous be- 
quest is made, even to a white man, has he not 
the same temptation to cu^ short the life of his 
bcTiefactor, to secure and accelerate the enjoy- 
ment of the benclit? 

As the universality of this argument renders 
it completely nugatory, so is its cruelty palpa- 
ble, by its being more applicable to other in- 
stances to which it has never been ajfiplied at 
all, than to the case under considei-ation. — See 
Willis(07i^s'^I'jli'qi(c}u:eof(heUnkfdS(ai'4-,'' vol. V. 



LAFAYETTE AND CUSTIS. 

From a tcork, in a series of numbers, entitled 
" Conversations of Lafayette while in the United 
States of Amfrica, in 1824-"2r:;,''''% Gecn/e W. 
P. Ci/Scis, 7:.".%', of Ar liny ion.- 
Mr. Custis sa'ni: ".My dear General, you will 
go to the meetiii,:,' of the American Colonization 
{Society to-night, in the Capitol. While you re- 
main with us, Ave shall embrace every ojtportuni- 
ty of appropriating you to all good works. Tliis 
is an aliair of philanthropy, and will be pecu- 
liarly interesting, inasmuch as it will call up 
the recollections of a great work of philan- 
thropy, in which you were engaged some forty 
years ago. 

"Would to God, that on jour return to our 
shores you could have seen the land of free- 
dom untarnished by the presence of a slave. 
"Would that you could have seen this fair coun- 
try, this grc:it and rising empire, the abode 
alone of freemen. 

Truly striking must the contrast have been 
lo you, between the Northern and Southern 
sections of our Confederation. There, in the 
land of steady habits, you beheld the genuine 
practice of republicanism, in the morality, the 
industry, an.d independence, of a people who 
would be the pride and orn;unent of any age 



ness, and made to smile with plenty by the 
labor and economy of a virtuous and hardy 
population, and fertilized by the sweat which 
falls from a freeman's brow. You have seen 
the benefits of education, the beauty of moral 
habita, which form the power and character 
of a people, elevated by all which can elevate 
human nature. Y'ou have said: 'Can this be 
the nation which I left in the cradle? Can 
this be the country I left hardly emerged from 
a wilderness?' 'Yet such things arc.' Yon 
left Liberty pluming her youthful pinions, just 
ready to take her earlj' flight. Y'ou find her 
soaring on eagle's vrings, undazzlM by her 
height, preparing to leave the favored regions 
where the Avork is done, to skim the 'cloud 
capt' summits of the Andes, and perch in tri- 
umph on the banner of Bolivar. 

"In your tour. General, new and diversified 
scenes avrait you at CA'cry link of the very long 
chain of the American Confederation. You 
have already reached a more genial clime, a 
region more blessed by Heaven, but, from the 
error of our fathers, more cursed by man. 

"In the South, our hearths are groAvinff 
cold ; our doors, Avhich have so olt floAvn open 
at the call of hospitality, haA-e rust on their 
hinges; our chimneys, in Avhich the blaze did 
once ' run roaring up,' now emit a feeble snioke, 
scarce enough to stain a mid-day sky. Yet 
generous was the day of our greatness; the 
social virtues dwelt in our hearts, acd under 
our roofs the stranger ahvays found a home. 
Our gloi-y has passed aAvay; the Ancient Do- 
minion, the seat of talent, of patriotism, ot 
revolutionary pride and reminiscciice, is fiillusg 
from her once high degree; she yields before 
the powerful march of sister States, Avhich 
Avere once to her 'as I to Hercules.' 'Tis true 
the dreams of fancy still picture the southern 
proprietor as reclining on beds of roses, fanned 
by the Ilouris of the Mahomcdan paradise; say 
rather the unenviable couch of Guatimozin. 
The roses AA^hich bloom in slaA'ery's clime soon 
'Avastc their cweetncss in its desert air,' tuid- 
the paths which appear to be strewed Avith 
floAvers AA'ill be found to contain full many a 
thorn. 

But small is the stream which divides the 
Mother of the States from her noAV mighty olT- 
spring. For nearly- two centuries had the 
parent being, before this 'child of promise 
beheld the light; but behold the march of 
Freedom ! for where her progress is unimpeded 
by the trammels of slavery, hers is a giant s 
stride. But yesterday, and Avhere this great 
community now flourishes was a trackless 
forest; 'tis now enlivened by the busy 'hum 
of men,' and civilization and the arts have 
fixed a happy dAvelling there; nay, more-diis- 
■ trionic* talent has illustrated the Avords of the 
divine Shakspeare, where late the panther 
hoAvled, and 

• Savage beasts of prey 
And men more savege still than ihey.' 



* Coope? playing at Cincinnati, Ohio 



THE SOUTHERN PLATFORM. 



63 



The axe of the woodman rouses the echoes 
Avliich have slept for ages in the silence of 
nature. The harvest smiles iu luxuriance 
where wild llowers grew of late, and the hymns 
of priiise, heard from the temples of the ever- 
living God, succeed to the yell of the savage, 
the signal of despair and death. 

"KnoM' you of changes like these in the land 
of the slave? No. my dear General, there, 
'like a wounded snake,'- improvement, pros- 
perity, and happiness, ' drag their slow length 
along;' but give to the land liberty, and at 
once she puts on her seven-league boots, and 
rushes to glory and empire. 

''To remove so foul a blot^from the Ameri- 
can character — to restore a degraded popula- 
tion to the climate and soil of their ancestors — 
to cause freemen to overspread 'and cultivate 
the land now occupied by the slave, will be to 
honor and aggrandize the Republic, and afford 
a brilliant e.\'ample to the world. 

"With such views, the American Coloniza- 
tion Society steadily pursues its course," &c. 

Lafayette^ s Reply. 

"With much pleasure, my dear sir," the 
General replied, "will I go to the meeting of 
the American Colonization Society. We will 
iirst call on ^ and then to the Capitol. 

"Since my arrival in the United States, I 
liavc, indeed, beheld wonderful improvements, 
farheyond my most enthusiastic expectations. 
The benign influence of freedom has caused 
creations to arise, rather than improvements, in 
this highly-favored land. The American por- 
tion of niy heart, and that is no small portion 
I'fitjlcan assure you, truly hails with delight, 
ami rejoices in sympathy with all which ele- 
vates and aggrandizes this only free Govern- 
ment on earth. 

"I am well aware of the cloud of evil which 
overhangs and shadows the South. Some of 
my fondest recollections belong to that genial 
region. It Avas there I first landed, a young 
recruit to the army of liberty, accompanied by 
poor (jencral dc Kalb, the same who fell gal- 
lantly fighting for her cause in the battle of 
lamden. It was there I received the welcome 
of Americans to a stranger from many friends, 
most of whom now sleep in their graves. I 
"ave too often experienced the kind hearied- 
nes3 and hospitality of the South, ever to forg-et 
her. 

"Again, her noble devotion to the cause of 
linerty, her severe and manifold sutferings and 
sacrifices in the war of the Revolution, the 
untiring patriotism of her sons, the campaign 
05 li81, the brilliant, heroic, never-to-bo-f()r- 
gotten campaigns of Greene, form features the 
mostsubliint and interesting in the character 
«nd history of the South. 'Tis true she has 
muni to (Icnloiv, but she hOiS much too to ad- 
mire; she still boasts of sons the most patri- 
otic and enlightened, the most generous and 
nosnitahlo, uud contains in her soil a o-rave 
^iie most rovored. 

'•Of the a(f;vir of Cayenne I will brief! v stale : 
^"'''■lon my return to France, in 178"., 1 ■fbrmod 



a plan for the amelioration of slavery, and the 
gradual emancipation of slaves in the colony 
of Cayenne. Most of the property in the colo- 
ny belonged to the crow^n of France, which 
enabled me the better to prosecute my plans, 
being less liable to interruption from the con- 
flicting intei'ests .and opinions of various pro- 
prietors. The purchase money of the estates 
.and slaves amounted to about thirty thousand 
dollars, not a very large sum for my fortunes 
in those days, but laid out wholly and solely 
for the purposes just mentioned. Surely it 
could not have been desirable for me, in those 
times of affluence and interesting relations in 
France, to cross the Atlantic and seek adven- 
tures for profit in a distant clime. A young 
man, just returned from aiding in the success- 
ful accomplishment of American liberty, I felt 
such, enthusiasm in her holy cause as induced 
me to wish to sec her blessings extended to 
the whole human famil}^, and not even %vith- 
held from that injured and degraded race who, 
lowest in the scale of human being, have, from 
their forlorn and friendless situation, superior 
claims to the aid and commiseration of philan- 
thropy. 

" Believing that the agents usually employed 
in the colony were not of a sort to , further 
my view^s, I engaged a Monsieur B., at Paris, a 
man of firm yet amiable disposition, and well 
calculated for the work in which he was to be 
engaged. Furnished with a perfect under- 
standing of ray plans and Avishes, B. sailed for 
Cayenne. Upon his arrival, the first act of 
his administration was to collect all the cart 
whips ana ich like instruments of punish- 
ment, used under the former regime, and have 
them burnt in a general assemWage of the 
slaves. B..then proceeded to make and declare 
laws, rules, and discipline, for the govcrnmei. t 
of the estates. Affairs went on prosperously, 
and, but for the Revolution, which conrulsed 
France both at home and abroad, the mo.«t 
favorable results were to be expected, and the 
slaves duly prepared for the rational enjoy- 
ment of frceiiom. 

"Poor B. died from the effects of climate, 
and the proscription of myself after the lOtii 
of August, follovred by the confiscation of mv 
estates, put a period to this work, begun un- 
der au.^pices the most favorable, continued 
with success; and a happy accomplishment 
was alone denied by the decToe of the Conven- 
tion, which destroyed the whole colonial .sys- 
tem, by sudden and unconditional emancipa- 
tion, p,nd its consequent horrors, in the colonics 
of France. 

Uut to the proof On the Lafayette estates 
the emancipated slaves came in a'hodv to the 
agents, and declared that, if the property still 
belonged to the general, they would re:tssunie 
their labors for the use and benefit of him who 
had caused them to experience an ameliorated 
condition of bondnge, with the certain pros- 
pect of gradual omaiioipation, and the rational 
enjoyment of fr-.edom."— .S'f^ Afriam [Coloni- 
zatioJi) Rrpo.'-'i/orif. April. 1R25. 
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General Lafayette further says, in his con- 
versations with Mr. Custis : 

"I have been so long the friend of emanci- 
pation, particuhirly as regards these otherwise 
happy States, that I behold with the sincerost 
I)Ieasure the comnaencement of an institution, 
whose progress and termination will, I trust, 
bp attended by the most successful results. I 
shall probably not live to witness the vast 
clianges in the condition of man which are 
about to take place in the world; but the era 
is already commenced, its progress is apparent, 
its end is certain. France will ere long give 
freedom to her few colonies. In England, the 
Parliament leaders, urged by the people, Avill 
urge the Government to some acts preparatory 
to the emancipation of her slaveholdiug colo- 
nies. Already she is looking with much anx- 
iety towards hor East India possessions, for 
supplies of sugar, raised by free labor. England 
is, in fact, rich enough to buy up her slave 
property, and the current of public opinion 
sets so decidedly against slavery, in all its forms, 
that if the people and Government unite, it 
must soon cease to exis- in the English pos- 
sessions. South America is crushing the evil 
at her first enirauce upon political regenera- 
tion; she will reap rich harvests of political 
and individual prosperity and aggrandizement 
by this wholesale measure. Where, then, ray 
dear sir, will be the last foothold of slavery 
hi the world? Is it destined to be the oppro- 
brium of this fine country? Again: you will, 
in time, have an accession of at least three 
free States in this Union — Maryland, Virginia, 
and Kentucky. 

''Ill these three Commonwealths there is 
nothiui;; grown which may not be produced by 
frc'i labor, neither is the climate ■inimical to 
the white man, but the reverse. 

"' Ill the coarse of the next half centuiy, the 
changes vvhich I have foretold will probably 
come to pass ; and if they should, what, my 
dear sir, will be the condition of our friends in 
tlie extreme South and Southwest of the United 
States? As slavery declines in the other 
States, its migration wili tend directly to those 
regions as its last place of refuge. May we 
iiot hope that this will be deemed a matter of 
serious consideration, worthy of the labors of 
philospliers and philanthropists, and of all 
who feel an interest in the safety and well 
being of a large portion of the American 
family? 

"The views and labors of the society arc 
directed to tlie removal of free persons of color 
only, but there will be no want of emigrants, 
should that great object be succc.'Jsfully ac- 
complished, as in the mnnifice-it instance of 
Mr. Minge, of Virginia, who, for an individual, 
has done an a(;t worthy of a community, and ia 
entitled to the most unqualified and enthusias- 
tic praise. No doubt, many proprietors will 
follow this generous and noble example, per- 
haps not on so large a scale ; but a lii'tle from 
many soon becumes a great deal. Again : as 
few proprietors could afford to part with so 



valuable a portion of their property without 
some equivarlent, they might be disposed to 
enable this property to pay for itself on some 
plan like onq I have seen projiosed." — See Af- 
rican (^Colonizaiion) Repository , ^November , 1825. 



BISHOP MEADE. 

From the African {Colonization) Repository, 
July, 1825. 

The Reverend Mr. Meade's address was de- 
livered to a crowded audience in Winchester, 
Virginia, on the Fourth of July. He said : 

"But should any ask, has the American 
Colonization Society no greater object in its 
ultimate view than the improvement of the 
condition of those just described? We answer, 
yes. It has a design and a hope which reaches 
forward to distant periods, and contemplates 
a far more extensive benefit — one which it has 
ever boldly avowed and gloried in. It hopes, 
by the successful establishment of a colony of 
these unfortunate beings, to invite the Ameri- 
can nation to a work of charity and of justice 
worthy of its great name ; it hopes soon to 
show to the pious and benevolent how and 
where they may accomplish a wish, near and 
dear to many hearts, which is now impossible; 
it hopes to point out to our several Legisla- 
tures, and even to the august council of this 
great nation, a way by which, with safety and 
advantage, they may henceforth encourage an<l 
facilitate that system of emancipation which 
they have almost forbidden. To such honor 
and usefulness does the American Colonization 
Society aspire, and thus hopes greatly to les- 
sen, if not entirelj' remove, at some distant 
day, one of the most tremendous evils that ever 
overhung a guilty nation upon earth, for in 
vain do avc look thrpugh the annals of historv 
for a country in like calamity with ours. 

"On this day, also, how much is expended 
in celebrating the Declaration of American 
Independence? And will it interrupt the re- 
joicings of this day to be reminded of one 
sacred duty due to snffering humanity— to 
weep with those that weep, as v/ell as rejoice 
with those who rejoice? Is there not a danger 
tliat we will renew the crime of those in an- 
cient days, who chanted to the sound of the 
viol, and drank wine out of bowls, but were 
not grieved for the affliction of Joseph— feh 
not for him who was in bondage? In the 
midst of our laughter, might it not be well that 
our hearts be sometimes a little sorrowful to 
think how many of our fellow-creatures psir- 
take notof our joy; and if some hapjiy scheme 
be devised and offered to us for diffusing' a 
more general joy, should we not ghully adopt 
it, and tliereby perhaps prevent our mirth from 
ending in heaviness? 

"But there is one consideration peculiar to 
this day, which I must not omit to notice. 
What is the age of that joy which is again 
rene\red through the laiid? What year ol 
our Independence is this upon which we are 
I entering? It is the fiftieth— the jubike 
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of American ludepetidence. That word brings 
with itsouu sacred reflections, drawn froii. a 
liolv volunn for which 1 trust all present feel 
Euch a becoming reverence that it can never 
ieem amiss to refer to it. 

• Il i> there rei'orded that an ancient nation 
which had been delivered from oppressive tyr- 
anny by the hand of God, and by that hand 
.?iiu'diu\c-d to a promised land, was directed, 
on the tiftieth year after entering upon its in- 
heritance, to celebrate a jubilee — one reuiark- 
iibk' circuu)stance of which celebration was, 
;h;U tlioic who were in bondage should be- 
come froemen; and this they were to do, rc- 
incuiboririg that their fathers were once bonds- 
nu'ii in Egypt. 

••How forcibly, then, on this first American 
iiibllce, should we feel the claim of a society 
havinu' such views and hopes as the one for 
which we plead. While it were vanity to 
hope, and worse than madness to attempt, by 
one act or effect to remove such an evil as that 
which presses upon our country, yet surely, 
in giatitiule to Heaven for our own unparalleled 
Westings, we should rejoice to patronize any 
measure which, under the guidance of a pru- 
dent zeal, may restore lost rights to thousands, 
meliorate the condition of those whose free- 
(lum is but a name, and thus be gradually 
diminishing a calamity which otherwise must 
increase, until it burst with, overwhelming 
ruin on some future and \inhappy generation. 

"While, therefore, with sorrowing hearts 
'.ve are forced to look upon large numbers of 
these, our fellow-beings, as doomed, for a long i 
period to come, to remain under the yoke of 
servitude, let us zealously attempt to lessen 
t'l'at number, and lighten that yoke as much as 
I'ossibie. Then may we, with clear consciences 
and thankful hearts, rejoice before Heaven on 
each return of this day, for the many blessings 
ponred out upon us. Thus shall we stand 
acquitted to our children of having entailed 
upon theni, without au etFort at removal, one 
of the most deadly evils that ever afflicted a 
liiUiou.'' 



THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ON SLA- 
VERY. 

"The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
|-hiirch, convened in Philadelphia, June, 1818, 
iiaving taken into consideration the subject of 
slavery, think proper to make known their 
sentnnenls iijjon it to the churches and people 
under tlieir care. 

'"'Ve consider the voluntary enslaving of 
f-'^e piirt of the human race by another, as a 
^'.''''-'''^^■''jjation of the most precious and sacred 
nghts of liuman nature; as utterlv inconsist- 
j^'i' With the law of God, which requires us to 
;"ve our neighbor as ourselves: and as totally 
'rreeoncilable with the spirit and principles of 
Gospel of Christ, which enjoin, that 'all 
J'liigs whatsoever ye would that men should 
J" to you, do ye even so to them.' Slavery 
Jfeates a paradox in the moral system— it ex- 
rational, accountable, and immorUil 



beings, in such circumstances as scarcely to 
leave them the power of moral action. It ex- 
hibits them as dependent on the will of others 
whether they shall receive religious instruciion ; 
whether they shall know and worship the true 
God; whether they shall enjoy the ordinances, 
of the Gospel: whether they shall perform the 
duties and cherish the endearments of hus- 
l)ands and wives, parents and children, neigh- 
bor:} and friends; whether they shall preserve 
their chastity and purvty, or regard the dictates 
of justice or humanity. Such are some of the 
consequences of slavery — consequences not 
imaginary — but which connect themselves 
with its very existence. The evils to which 
the slave is always exposed often take place in 
fact, and in their very worst degree and form ; 
and where all of them do not take place, as 
we rejoice to say that in many instances, 
through the influence of the principles of hu- 
manity and religion on the minds of masters, 
they do not — still the slave is deprived of his 
natural right, degraded as a human being, and 
exposed to the danger of passing into the 
hands of a master who may inflict upon him 
all the hardships and injuries which inhuman- 
ity and avarice may suggest. 

"From thisview^of (he consequences result- 
ing from the practice into which Christian 
people have most inconsistently fallen, of en- 
slaving a portion of their breihrcti of mankind, 
(for ' God hath made of one blood all nations 
of men to dwell on all the face of the earth,') 
it is manifestly the duty of all Christians who 
enjoy the light of the present day, when the 
inconsistency of slavery, both with the dictates 
of humanity and religion, has been demon- 
strated, and is generally seen and. acknowl- 
edged, to use their honest, earnest, and un- 
wearied endeavors to correct the errors of 
former times, and as speedily as possible to 
efiace this blot on our holy religion, and 
to obtain the complete abolition of .slavery 
throughout Christendom, and, if jiossible, 
throughout the world. 

" We rejoice that the church to whicli we be- 
long commenced as early as any other in this 
country the good work of endeavoring to put 
u.n end tv> s.lavcry, and that in the same work 
many of its members have ever since been, and 
now arc, among the mo.st active, vigorous, and 
eiiicient laborers. We do, indeed, tenderly 
sympathize with those portions of our church 
and our country where the evil of slavery has 
been entailed upon them; \i\xQ.vQ x\ great and 
the mo.sl virtuous part of the community abhor 
slavery^, and wnsh its extermination as sin- 
cerely as any othiM-s: but where the numV^er 
of slaves, their ignorance, and th' ir vicious 
habits generally, render an imuvjdiale and 
universal emancipation inconsistent alike with 
the safety and liappiness of the master and the 
slave. With lliose who are thus circumpt;inced. 
we repeat thr.t we tenderly sympathize. At 
the same time, we earnestly exhort them to 
continue, and, if possible, to increase their ex- 
ertions to eff'ect a total abolition of slavery. 
We exhort them to suffer no greater delay to 
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take jihicc in tin's most interesting concern 
than ii regard to the public T\'Cifare trnhj and 
indispensably dcmancls. 

"As onr country has inflicted a most griev- 
ous injury on the nnhaj^py Africans, by bring- 
ing thoui into slavery, -ss-e cannot, indeed, urge 
that we should add a second injury to the first, 
by emancipating them in such a nianner as 
that they will be likely to destroy themselves 
or others. But we do think that our country 
ought to be governed in this matter by no 
other consideration than an honest and im- 
partial regard to the happiness of the injured 
party, uninfluenced by the expense or incon- 
venience v-'hich such a regard may involve. 
"VVe therefore »varn all who belong to our de- 
nomination of Christians against unduly ex- 
tending this plea of necessity ; against making 
it a cover for the love and practice of slavery, 
or a pretence for not using efforts that are 
lawful and practicable to extinguish the 
evil. 

"And we, at the same time, exhort others to 
forbear harsh censures and uncharitable re- 
flections on their brethren who unhappily live 
among slaves whom they cannot immediately 
set free, but who, at the same time, are really 
using all their influence and all their endeav- 
ors to bring theni into a state of freedom as 
soon as a door for it can be safely opened. 

" Having thus expressed our views of slavery, 
and of the duty indispensably incumbent on 
ail Christians to labor for its complete extinc- 
tion, we proceed to recommend (and we do it 
with all the earnestness and solemnity which 
this momentous subject demands) a particular 
attention to the following points: 

[Here follows a recommendation of the Col- 
onization Society — an injunction of the duty 
of imparting religious instruction to slaves, 
and of punishing cruelty to slaves, or sepa- 
ration of families, by suspension from the 
Church.] 

" Passed by the nnanimoiis xoiQ of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, and signed, by their order, by 
J. J. Janeway, Moderator. 

^^PhUadcIphia, June 2, 1818." 



DELAWARE. 

The Union Colonizauon iSocicty, nelawaro. 
held its annual raecling at Wilmington, on the 
lYth November last. The injluenrc of llu; 
colored population of our country upon its 
agriculture is thus stated by the Society: 

"It depredates our soil, lessens our agricul- 
tural revemic. and, like tiielean kine of "I'^gypt, 
c-ats up the fat of the land. It will hardh-'ud- 
rait of a question, brit that the Southern sec- 
tion of our country would, in a few years, be 
richer without one slave than it is now witli 
1,000,000. Virp;inia. with (Ki.OOO s(iuare miles 
of txirritory, (and that well suitcl to agric\sl- 



turc,) and 450,000 slaves, is valued less than 
the very land of New York State, a tract of 
about two-thirds its size." — Sec African {Colo- 
nization) Repository, January, 1826. 



NORFOLK. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Norfolk 

(Va.) Auxiliary Society, took place on the 2d 

January, 1826. We copy the following from 

the Society's Report: 

"At the same time, also, we shall have made 
some reparation, according to our ability, to 
an injured quarter of the globe, for the wrongs 
that we have done hei, by giving her in our 
colony another fortress against the piracy of 
the slave trade, and a seminary for the instruc- 
tion of her children in all the happy arts of 
our own civilized country. In the mean time, 
too, whilst we are doing this, we shall h.ave 
indirectly but powerfully aided the cause of 
emancipation, by establishing a city of refuge, 
a safe asylum, to which the pious and huraiuie 
may send out their liberated slaves, without 
injury to them or to the community, but with 
the greatest adva,ntage to both. We shall al?o 
have awakened the minds of our peoj)lc to a 
deep consideration of their duty and interest 
in putting away the whole of this black and 
menacing evil, gradually, safely, and iiioit 
happily, from our land. And we shall have 
pointed out to those who wield the power of 
the people in our legislative halls, in Avhat 
manner they might use that power for tlie 
purest and noblest ends, and to promote all 
the best and truest interests of our State and 
country. 

"The establishment of the new republics of 
South America, and the consequent emanci- 
pation of large classes of their population here- 
tofore held in bondage, must naturally rc- 
dotible all our efforts to imitate their example, 
in its spirit and with those modifications only 
which our diifcrent circumstances should prop- 
erly suggest. The exertions too, which British 
politicians and philanthropists are making to 
raise the condition of their slaves in the West 
Indies, from absolute bondage to a pnrtial par- 
ticipation in the rights of freemen, will increase 
the motives and the facilities to the execution 
of our own better scheme of removing our bond- 
men to a happy distance from our shoi'cs. The 
diU'usion of the principle, too, that political 
economists n re everywhere urging with so vmich 
force, that free labor is incontestably cheaper 
and more productive than slave, will invigorate 
all our appeals to benevolence, by adding the 
weight of interest to that of duty. And over 
and above all, we arc not afraid nor ashamed to 
avow, in the Aicesof all the infidels in the woi'I''i 
that we build our hope of ultimate siKH'.csyonoiir 

faith in that sure word of prophenj whidi, '.is 
authorizes us to expect that there slmll lie a 
day of universal holiness in the earth, warrants 
us also to believe that God, who sitleth in the 
heavens, and shapes and sways the purposes 
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and acts of men to his own ends, {for he turn- 
ijh ihe hearts of the people as the rivers of water 
"n't turned,) will himself find out and secure 
the ways and means to extinguish an evil, 
ivhnse continued existence would be absolute- 
!, incompatible with all our notions of an era 
Ml happy and so divine. Wherefore, members 
ami fViends of the society, be ye steadfast, im- 
vmaUe, always abounding in this work of the 
bird, forasmuch a^ ye know thai your labor 
mnot'be in vain in the Lord." — See African 
[Colomza(io7i) Repository, January, 1826. 



HON. FRANCIS S. KEY. 

[Mr. Key was District Attorney for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, under General Jackson, a 
native of Maryland, and author of "The Star- 
>li;uiglp.d Banner."] Extract from his address 
.iilivered at Philadelphia, to tlie Colonization 
Si.iety. November 25th, 1828. See African 

Cnhmizaiion) Repository, JDecember, 1828. 

•It remains only to show that the execution 
"f the Society's plan will be followed by the 
' miseqiicnce predicted, the promotion of eman- 
■ijiation. It is reasonable to expect such a 
' iMuequence. Can any one believe that the 
Siaies in which slavery exists desire its per- 
petuation ; that they will not make an effort 
;o relieve themselves from this evil, if a prac- 
ncable and safe plan be presented to them? 
Slaveh.olders are like other men, governed by 
the fame feelings, influenced by the same mo- 
;ive.?. Can it be supposed that they are in- 
Kiisihle to their own interests? They see the 
injurious effects of the slave sj'^stem ; that the 
value of their land is lessened by it, the pro- 
L'ress of improvements retarded, the increase 
ot'|iopulatlou checked. If the people of Mary- 
land and Virginia, for example, have common 
-=ens(; and observation, they must see, they 
have seen, and do see, that their neighbors of 
Pennsylvania increase in wealth and popula- 
■if'ti in a ratio far greater than theirs. At the 
fir>t census, the number of inhabitants in 
I'cnnsyhania was little more than one-half 
that of Virginia-, at the last, it was nearly 
^^^aI The increased value of lands and 
h^Hises in Pennsylvania, in fifteen years, from 
']<'y^^ to 1814, exceeded tiiatof "Virginia, though 
iior territory is much larger, upwards of 
•'^'.*'lOOO,000. The lands in the latter State 
:is fertile as those of tr.e former. No other 
f auve can be assigned for this difference, than 
t ie existence in the one ' of an evil which 
ii:i> l.een removed from the other. There is, 
'"■Teover, in each of the slaveholding States 
J'l^t mentioned, nearer and plainer proof of 
'';^d effects of this evil in their institutions. 
' '"'le are counties wherein the slave popula- 
nearly equals the white, and others where 
■■'H- number of slaves is inconsiderable. In 
J'"'- county of Maryland, having but few slaves, 
increase of population between 1810 and 
amounted to many thousands; while in 



another, where the numbers of slaves and of 
whites are nearly the same, there was a decrease 
of almost a fifth of its whole population. Lands 
of similar quality bear very different prices in 
the two districts ; for farmers will not migrate 
to a slave country; and there is the same dif- e 
ference in many other particulars of this na- 
ture. 

"Nor is it only in reference to the value of 
property and improvement of their outward 
circumstances that the inconvenience of the 
present condition of things is felt and acknowl- 
edged. In respect of moral advantages, they 
have impediments peculiar to this unfortunate 
stiite of society. They cannot, with the same 
facility and benefit, have churches, schools, or 
other institutions for religious and intellectual 
improvement, such as are found in every neigh- 
borhood amidst the denser population of the 
Northern States. Not only have they no ac- 
cessions to their numbers by emigration from 
foreign countries or other States, but, where 
the slaves are numerous, the young people of 
the laboring classes, who grow up among 
them, are unwilling to work in the company 
of blacks, and feel their own station in society 
to be degraded. For this reason, such of them 
as are industrious and enterprising remove to 
the new settlements of free States, while the 
idle and dissolute remain. So that such dis- 
tricts lose their best and retain their worst 
population." — See African {Colonization) Re- 
pository December, 1828. 



PRESIDENT YOUNG, OF TRANSYLVANIA 
COLLEGE, KY., ON SLAVERY. 
The specific purpose of the writer was to 
make some remarks on the "declaration and 
resolutions of the Synod of Kentucky, in refer- 
ence to slavery." The most important prin- 
ciples of that paper are, he thinks — 

"1. The system of slavery (or involuntary 
and hereditary bondage) is sinful. 

" 2. It is not sinful in an individual to re- 
tain his legal authority over those of his ser- 
vants whom he sincerely and conscientiously 
believes to be unfit for freedom, while he is, 
by the application of proper and vigorous 
means, preparing them for the right and bene- 
ficial enjoyment of liberty. 

"3. It is sinful in any individual to delay 
the commencement of these benevolent and 
conscientious labors, or to prosecute them de- 
ceitfully when they are commenced — thus re- 
tarding unnecessarily the day of complete 
emancipation." 

After some remarks on transactions con- 
nected with the preparation of the document 
referred to, the reverend and learned gentle- 
man says: 

"Any person, who has ever attempted to 
draft a p.aper on so delicate and difficult a 
i subject, knows how small i.s the i)robabilit3^ of 
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BO framing the expressions as to giiaru p.gaiust 
all erront-ous inferences. Perhaps there might 
be advantageously substituted for the disputed 
phraseology, some modification of language 
more happy in expressing the idea that the mas- 
ter might, for a limited time, and simply with 
a view to the good of the bondman, retain his 
legal power without a violation of that holy 
law which requires us to do unto another that 
which we would that lie should do unto us. 
There is no repugnance between this position 
and the position that the system of slavery is 
wrong. If I am a slaveholder, and have used 
no vigorous and conscientious efforts to qualify 
my slaves for freedom, I have sinned ; and if 
I now, earnestly and in good faith, set about 
the work of preparation, executing deeds of 
emancipation for my slaves, to take effect at 
a certain fixed period hereafter, by which pe- 
riod I may reasonably hope to be able to give 
Ihcm a suitable preparation — if I do all this, 
as duty requires — I do not expect my present 
conduct to cancel my past sin, but I do con- 
ceive that I anv now making all the amends in 
my power. So far from sinning noio, my 
present course is virtuous and praiseworthy. 
There are three classes on whom the guilt of 
slavery rests : those who introduced the system 
among us; those who have assisted to perpet- 
uate it, either by actual eftbrts or by mere 
negligence ; and those are now refusing to co- 
operate in its extermination. Thus, in assert- 
ing the sinfulness of slavery and the innocence 
of gradual emancipation, we do not commit 
the absurdity of asserting that there is sin, 
and yet that no one is guilty ; we only assign 
the guilt to the real criminals. We shield the 
innocent from false imputation; we strike the 
serpent, while Ave spare the sufferer who is 
struggling in his coils. 

'•The difference, then, between the gradual 
emancipator and the abolitionist is not a dif- 
ference as to the criminal nature of slavery — 
tliey agree in considering it an enormous evil — 
but it is a difference as to the best mode of 
getting rid of this evil. The gradualist ter- 
minates slavery by first changing the condition 
of his slaves into a kind of apprenticeship ; he 
orgimizes tliem into a class of probationers for 
freedom. He still retains for a time his author- 
ity over them, but exercises it for their good 
as well as his own; and thus prepares them, 
as speedily as possible, for the enjoyment of 
seir-government. The abolitionist would put 
an end to slavery by at once surrendering up 
to the slaves all hi- power over them; thus 
giving them the immediate and full enjoyment 
of absolute freedom. It seems strange that a 
reasonable and unprejudiced mind could hesi- 
tate for a moment in deciding against the lat- 
ter plan. An uneducated slave is little better 
than an infant with the stature of a man. To 
vest such a being with the power of absolute 
and uncontrolled self-government, is fraught 
not only with misoliief to others around him, 
but with almost certain destruction to himself 
and misery to his on'^pring.'-— See African {Col- 
onizniion) RtyosHon/, April, 18:-i5. 



REV. ROBERT J. BREGKENRIDGE. 

An Address delivered by Rev. R. J. Brecken- 
ridge, of Kj/., before the Colonization Society 
of Kentucky, at Frankfort, on the %th day 
of January, 1831. 

When the great Lawgiver of the Jews Tvns 
perfecting that remarkable feature of his code, 
by which, at the end of every seven years, tlie 
debtor, the servant, and the oppressed, among 
the Hebrew.^, were to go out free among their 
brethren, he enforced its observance by the 
most striking and personal of all arguments: 
" Thou shalt remember that thou wast a bond- 
man in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thv 
God redeemed thee." Again, after the lap-e 
of a thousand years, when Israel was shorn of 
all her temporal glories, and the feeble re. : i:int 
that gathered out of all the East around the 
sceptre of the house of David was restored 
from a long and grievous captivity, it ivas 
among the first and most solemn exclams'ions 
of their gratitude : "We were bondmen, yet 
our God hath not forsaken us in our bondage. " 

If there be any that now hear my voice wlin 
have aided in working out the civil redenip- 
tion of this large empire; if there be any 
Avhose kindred have poured out their blood in 
achieving the glories which have fiiUen upon 
us ; if there be any who cherish the high ex- 
ploits of our mighty ancestors, and cultivate 
an unquenching love for the free and noble in- 
stitutions which have descended to us, I be- 
seech them to couple with the lofty emotions 
belonging to such scenes, the solemn recollec- 
tion, that "we were bondmen," If any who 
hear me have been led, by the power of the 
everlasting God, into the liberty of his own 
sons, and who, rejoicing in the hope of eternal 
life, look back upon the bondage out of which 
their souls have been redeemed, with unutter- 
able gratitude to Him who gave himself tor 
them, I pray them to bring to the discussion 
which lies before us those feelings which are 
produced by the deep and sacred assurance, 
that " our God bath not forsaken us in our 
bondage." 

And will He not remember others also? 
We have his own assurance, that " Ethiopia 
shall soon stretch out her hands unto God." 
Will his justice sleep forever? Will he not 
" behold the tears of such as are oppressed? 
Will he not "judge the poor?" Will he not 
".save the children of the needy?" Will he 
not "break in pieces the oppressor?" The 
forsaken, the afflicted, the smitten of men, will 
he also utterly cast off? And who shall stand 
in the way of his righteous indignation? ^\bo 
shall resist the stroke of his Almighty arm, 
or shield us from his fierce and consuming 
wrath ? Alas! for that people, who, resisting 
all the lessons of a wise experience, blind to 
the unchanging course of the providence ot 
God, and deaf to the continual udniouitions 
of his eternal Word, will madly elect to bnive 
the fury of his just and full retribution ! ''i'^'; 
' c:\v.<M 1 have called, and ye refused; 1 b/'Y 
' stretched out my hand, and no man rcgardea: 
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' but ye liivve set at nought all my counsel, and 
' would none of my reproofs ; I also will laugh 
' iit vour calamity ; I will mock when your fear 
'cometh; when your fear cometh as desola- 
• tion. and your destruction cometh as a whirl- 
•wind; when distress and anguish cometh 
' upon you : Then shall they seek me, but 
' shall not find me." 

The first settlements which were made by 
the English on the continent of North Amer- 
ica were under the auspices of corporations, 
or individuals, to whom extensive grauts had 
becji made by the English Crown. The com- 
pany that settled the colony of Virginia had 
monopolized its commerce up to the year 1G20. 
hi that year this monopoly was given up, and 
the trade opened. A Dutch vessel from the 
coast of Guinea, availing itself of the com- 
mercial Uberty which prevailed, brought into 
James river twenty Africans, who were imme- 
diately purchased as slaves.. An ordinance 
that all heathen persons might be held as 
slave?, and that their descendants, though 
Christians, might be continued in slavery, 
scaled on this continent the doom of the 
wretched African. Such was the inceptiou of 
slavery in the United States. Such was the 
first settlement among us of an oppressed and 
suffering race, which has augmented by a 
very rapid propagation and continual import- 
ation, in somewhat more than two centuries, 
from twenty souls to two millions. Virginia, 
the most ancient of our CommonAvealths, was 
the first of them to lend herself to the op- 
pression of these unhappy men. Holland, 
who had, within forty years, emancipated her- 
self from a foreign despotism, used the large 
resources which prow up under the slmde of 
her recovered lit etc > to deliver up an unof- 
fending people to hopeless bondage ; and that 
the climax of cupidity and turpitude might be 
aptly adjusted, the whole matter was concluded 
in the name of Christianity. 

Men were not so slow in discovering the 
evilb of the unnatural condition of society, 
whose. origin among us I have been attempt- 
ing to disclose. As early as 1608, a settle- 
went of Quakers, near Germantown, in Penn- 
sylvania, publicly expressed their opinion of 
the unrighteousness of human bondage. And 
from that day till the present, there have fio ar- 
ched in our country men of large and just 
views, who have not ceased to pour over this 
sulijcci a stream of clear and noble truth, and 
to importune their country, by every motive 
M duty and advantage, to wipe from her es- 
ciitchi'O!- tiie slain of human tears. They 
Jiav<- n,yf Jived in vain. In better times their 
to-.;:;sc.;'s will be heard. When the day comes, 
«id conic it purely will, when, throudiout 
'!i!S bruad empire not an aspiration shall go 
to the throne of God, that does not emanate 
rviii a freomaii's heart, they will live in storv, 
'te aposTlo:.. of thai hallowed reign of peace; 
j'ndnun will quote their names to adorn the 
•iigiiesi lessons of wisdom, and enforce, by 
b'^-iit examples, the practice of high and vir- 



tuous actions. — Sec African iColonizalion) Re- 
pository^ August^ 1831. 

GEN. ROBERT GOODLOE HARPER. 

Extract of .a letter from General Robert Goodloe 
Harrier] of Md.. to £!,'.im B. Caldwell, Secretary 
of the A^nerican Colonization Society^ 'd^-d 
liallimcre, Aiiyust^20^ ISIT. — See First Annual 
Report of the Society, 

[General Harper was a native of Granville 
county, North Carolina — emigrated to South 
Carolina at an early period of his life, and 
reiirescnted Charleston District in Congresa^ . 
He afterwards settled in Baltimore, married 
the daughter of Charles Carroll, of CarroUton; 
and became a United States Senator from 
Maryland.] 

Great, however, as tho benefits are which 
we may thus promise ourselves from the col- 
onization of the free people of color, by its 
tendency to prevent the discontent and cor- 
ruption of our slaves, and to secure to them 
a better treatment, by rendering them more 
worthy of it, there is another advantage, in- 
finitely greater Jn every point of view, to which 
it may lead the way. It tends, and may pow- 
erfully tend, to rid us, gradually and entirely, 
in the United vStates, of slaves and slavery; a 
great moral and political evil, of increasing 
virulence and extent, from which much mis- 
chief is now felt, and very great calamity in 
future is justly apprehended. It is in this 
point of view, I confess, that your scheme of 
colonization most strongly recommends itself, 
in ray opinion, to attention and support. The 
alarming danger of cherishing in our bosom a 
distinct nation, which can never become in- 
corporated with us, while it rapidly increases 
in numbers and improves in intelligence; 
learning from us the arts of peace and war, 
the secret of its own strength, and the talent 
of combining and directing its force — a nation 
which must ever be hostile to us, from feeling 
and interest, because it can never incorporate 
with us, nor participate in the advantage's 
which we enjoy; the danger of such a nation 
in our bosom need not be pointed out to any 
reflecting mind. It speaks not only to our 
understandings, but to our very senses; and 
however it may be derided by some, or over- 
looked by others, who have not the ability or 
the time, or do not give themselves the trouble 
to relluct on and estimate projierly the force 
and extent of those great mural and physical 
causes which prepare gradually, aiul at length 
bring forth, the most terrible couvulsii.ins in 
civil society, it will not be viewed without deep 
and awful apprehension by any who .shall 
bring sound minds and some ^harf nf political 
knowledge and sagacity to the serious; consid- 
eration of the subject. Such persons v/ill give 
their most serious attention to any propoh-itiou 
which has for its object the era(?i'(.Mtiui! of this 
terrible mischief, lurking in our vHal.-;. I shall 
presently have occasion to advc/t a little to 
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tlif jnatiner in which your intentled colony ■will 
coiuluci' to this grciit end. It is therefore 
unnecessary to touch on it here, huloed, it 
5s too ohvious to require much exphuiiUion. 

liul, independently of this view of the case, 
there. 13 enough hi ihc proposed measure to 
voriiUiftud our attention and support, on the 
score of benefit to ounselves. 

>io per.son who hiis seen the slaveholding 
State.^, iuul lho.se v/here shivery does not exist, 
and h.us coiiipured ever so slightly their con- 
dilioiv and situation, can have failed to be 
.struck with th« vast diJfercnce in favor of the 
latter. This dilVerence extends to everything, 
cxcejrt only the character and niantiers of the 
mo.-^t oj)ulent and best-educated people. These 
ore very much the same everywhere. But in 
population; in the general diffusion of wealth 
and cotvifort; in public and private improve- 
rnonts; i:i the education, manners, and mode 
of life, in the middlt; and laboring classes; in 
the face of the country; in roads, bridges, and 
inn*; in schools and churches; in the general 
ftdvuncenient of improvement and prosperity — 
there ii.; no comparison. The change is seen 
the instant you cross the line "which separates 
the country where there are slaves from that 
where there are none. Even in the same State, 
the jnirts where slaves most abound are uni- 
formly the worst cultivated, the poorest, and 
the least populous ; while wealth and improve- 
ment uniformly increase as the number of 
slaves in the country dimiinshes. I might 
prove and. illustrate this position by many e.x- 
ainples, drawn from, a comparison of difierent 
States, as Maryland and Pennsylvania, and be- 
tween din'crent counties in the same State, 
as Charles county and Frederick, in Maryland; 
but it unnecessary, because everj-body who 
has seen the dilferent parts of the country has 
been struck by this diiference. 

Whence does it arise? I answer, from this: 
that in one division of the country the land is 
cultivated by freemen, for their own benefit, 
and in the other almost entirely by slaves, for 
the benefit of their masters. It is the obvious 
interest of the first class of laborers to produce 
as much and consume as little as possible, and 
of the second class to consume as much and 
produce as little as possible. What the slave 
consumes is for himself; what he produces is 
for his master. All the time that he can with- 
draw from labor is gained to himself; all that 
be spends in labor is devoted to his master. 
All that the free laborer, on the contrary, can 
jiroduco, is fo.r himself; all that he can save, 
is so much added to his own stock. All the 
time that he loses from labor is his own loss. 

This, if it were all, would probably be quite 
sufiicient to account for the whole difference 
in question. But, unfortunately, it is far from 
being all. Another, and a still more injurious 
eftcct of slavery, remains to be considered. 

\Vherethe laboring class is composed wholly, 
or in a very considerable degree, of slaves, and 
of slaves di.ninguished from the free class by 
color, features, and origin, the ideas of labor 
and of slavery soon become connected in the 



minds of the free class. This arises from that 
association of ideas which forms one of the 
characteristic features of the human mind, and 
with which every reflecting person is well iic- 
quainted. They who continually from their 
infancy see black slaves employed in labor, 
and forming by much the most numerous class 
of laborers, insensibly associate the ideas of 
labor and of slavery, and are almost irresistibly 
led to consider labor as a badge of slavery, and 
conscqueutly as a degradation. To be idle, 
on the contrary, is in their view the mark and 
the privilege of freemen. The effect of this 
habitual feeling upon that class of free whites 
which ought to labor, and consequently upon 
their condition, and the general condition of 
the country, will be readily perceived by these 
who reflect on such subjects. It is seen in the 
vast difference between the laboring class of 
whites in the Southern and Middle, and those 
of the iS'orthern and Eastern States. Why are 
the latter incomparably more iudustriouti, more 
thriving, more orderly, more comfortably sit- 
uated, than the former? The effect is obvious 
to all those who have travelled through the 
different pa'rts of our country. What is the 
cause? It is found in the association between 
the idea of slavery and the idea of labor, and 
in the feeling produced by this association, 
that labcr, the proper occupation of negro 
slaves, aud especially agricultural labor, is de- 
grading to a free white man. 

Thus we see that, where slavery exists, the 
slave labors ao little as possible, because all 
the time that he can withdraw from labor is 
saved to his own enjoyments; and consumes 
as much as possible, because what he consumes 
belongs to his nuister; while the free white 
man is insensibly but irresistibly led to regard 
labor, the occupation of slaves, as a degra- 
dation, and to avoid it as much as he can. 
The effect of these combined and powerful 
causes, steadily and constantly operating in 
the same direction, may easily be conceived. 
It is seen in the striking difference which ex- 
ists between the slaveholding sections of our 
country and those where slavery is not per- 
mitted. 

It is therefore obvious that a Tftst benefit 
would be conferred on the country, and espe- 
cially on the slaveholding districts, if all the 
slave laborers could be gradually and imper- 
ceptibly withdrawn from cultivation, and their 
place supplied by free white laborers — I 
gradually and imperceptibly, because, if it 
were possible to withdraw, suddenly aud at 
once, so great a portion of the effective labor 
of the community as is now supplied by slaves, 
it would be productive of the most disa.stro'.is 
consequences. It would create an inniiense 
void, which could not be filled; it vrould im- 
poverish a great part of the community, i;n- 
hinge the whole fraiiie of society in a hirge 
portion of the country, and probably end m 
the most destructive convulsions. But it 1= 
clearly impossible, and therefore we need not 
enlarge on the evils which it would produce. 

But to accomplish this grw.it and bcneficiM 
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change gradually and imperceptibly, to Bub- i ^AMLS MADIbON. 

stitute 11 free white class of cultivators for the j Tije United States having been the first to 
4'avcs, with the cousenr, of the owners, by a > abolish, within the extent of their authority, 
5iov.- but steady and certain operation, I hold j tiie transportation of the natives of Africa 
to be as practicable as it would be beneficial ; i ^^to slavery, by prohibiting the introductioP 



and I regard this scheme of colonization as the 
first step in that great enterprise. 

This is what your society propose to accom- 
mi. Their project therefore, if rightly formed 
iud well condu cted, will open the way for this 
more extensive and beneficial plan of removing, 
griidually and imperceptibly, but certainly, the 
ffhole colored population from the country, 
ftnil leaving its place to be imperceptibly sup- 
plied, as it would necessarily be, by a class of 
free white cultivators. In every part of the 
country, this operation must necessarily be 
slow. ' In the Southern and Southwestern 
States it will be very long before it can be ac- 
complished, and a very considerable time must 
probably elapse before it can even commence. 
It will begin first, and be first completed, in the 
Middle States, where the evils of slavery are 
most sensibly felt, the desire of getting rid of 
the .'Slaves is already strong, and a greater fa- 
cility exists of supplying their place by white 
cultivators. From thence it will gradually 
extend to the South and Southwest, till, by its 
steady, constant, and imperceptible operation, 
tiae evils of slavery shall be rooted out from 
every part of the United States, and the slaves 
themselves, and their posterity, shall be cun- 
verled into a free, civilized, and great nation, 
in the country from which their progenitor? 
were dragged, to be wretched themselves and 
a curse to the whites. 



of slaves, and by punishing their citizens 
participating in the trafiic, cannot but be grati- 
fied by the progress made by concurrent elTort^ 
of other nations towards a general suppression 
of so great an evil. They must feel, at the 
same time, the greater solicitude to give the 
fullest efficacy to their own regulations. With 
that view, the interposition of Congress ap- 
pears to be required, by the violations and 
evasions which, it is suggested, are chargeable 
on unworthy citizens, who mingle in the slave 
trade under foreign flags, and with foreign 
ports ; and by collusive importations of slaves 
into the United States, through adjoining 
ports and territories, I present the subject to 
Congress, with a full assurance of their dis- 
position to apply all the remedy which can be 
afforded by an amendment of the law. The 
regulations which were intended to guard 
against abuses of a kindred character in the 
trade between the several States, ought also 
to be more effectual for their humane object.— 
Message to Congress^ Dec. 3, 181G. 



JOHN RANDOLPH. 

Bcjiort in the House of Representatives^ by Join. 
E(mdolj)h, of Roanoke, as chairman of a Com- 
mi((ee, in 3Iarch, 1803. 

From the Convention held a'; Vincennes, in 



JAMES MONROE. 
It is the cause of serious regret, that no ar- 
rangement has yet been finally concluded be- 
tween the two Governments, to secure, by joint 
co-operation, the suppression of the slav(? trade. 
It was the object of the British Government, 
in the early stages of the negotiation, to adopt 
the plan for the suppression which should 
include the concession of the rautual right of 
search by the ships of war of each party, ot 
; the vessels of the other, for suspected oft'end- 
1 ers. This was objected to by this Goveru- 
i ment, on the principle that, as the right of 

......V ..^u vjw^,v.«....«^ ^^.^ I search was the right of war of a belligerenl 

Indiana, by their President, and from the peo- j towards a neutral poAver, it miglit have an 
pie of the Territory, a petition ivas presented ill effect to extend it, by treaty, to an offence 
to Congress, praying the suspension of the I that had been made comparatively mild, to 
provision which prohibited skvery in that 1 ii. time of peace. Anxious, however, for the 
T,..:._ , , , , : 1 I suppi-ession of this trade, it w^as thought ad- 



Territory. The report stated "that the rapid 
population of the State of Ohio sufficiently 
evinces, in the opinion of your committee, thai 
the labor of slaves is not necessary to promote 
the growth and settlement of colonies in that 
region. That this labor, demonstrably the 
dearest of any, can only bft employed to ad- 
vantage in the cultivation of products more 
Valuable ihan any known to that quarter of 
the United ytates; that the committee deem it 
^lighly dangerous and inexpedient to impair a 
pi'uvision wisely calculated to promote the 
iiappnie.ss and prosperity of the Northwestern 
country, and to give strength and security to 
tiiat extensive frontier. In the salutary opera- 
tion of tins sagacious and benevolent restraint, 
it is believed that the inhabitants will, at no 
very distant day, find ample remuneration for 
^; temporary privation of labor and emigra- 
tion.-— i ,:ol, Sir-^ Papers, Public Lands, ItiO. 



visable, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of Representatives, founded on an 
act of Congress, to propose to the British 
Government an expedient which should be free 
from that objection, and more effectual for the 
object, by making it piratical. In that mode, 
the enormity of the crime would place the 
offenders out of the protection of their Gov- 
ernment, and involve no question of search, or 
other question, between the parties, touching 
their respective rights. It was believed, also, 
that it M ould completely suppress the trade in 
the vessels of both parties, and by tUeir re- 
spective citizens and snbjectSj in those <tf other 
powers with whom, it was hoped, that the 
odium which would thereby be attached to it, 
would produce a corresponding arrangement, 
and, by means thereof, its entire extirpation 
forever. A convention to this effect was con- 
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rliRk^i ;nvl siL'nc'i in London, on the thirteenth ! 
'l:iy of March, one lliousaiid eight Imndred 
iiiid iw'ciiU -tuur, by j)lenipotentiiirie3 duly au- 
thorized by both (.•uvernments, to the ratifica- 
tion of winch certain obstacles have arisen, 
which are not yet entirely removed. The dif- 
ference between the parties still i-emaining 
has been reduced to a point not of snOicient 
magnitude, (ts is presumed, to be permitted to 
defeat an object so near to the heart of both 
nations, and so desirable to the friends of hu- 
manity throughout the world. — Message to Con- 
'jre^ii), Dcccinber 7, 1824, 

GENERAL .L\.GKSON. 

The followwff is Gen. Jackson's Address to the 
''Mm of dolor," on the I8th December, 1814, 
at N'cw Orleans: 

SoLDiicits : From the shores of Mobile I col- 
lected you to arms. I invited you to share in 
tile perils and to divide the glory of your white 
countrymen. I expected much from you, for I 
was not uninformed of those qualities which 
must render you so formidable to an invading 
foe. I knew that you could endure hunger 
and thirst, and all the h.ardships of war. I 
knew that you loved the land of your nativity, 
and that, like ourselves, you had to defend all 
that is nu>st dear to man — but you surpass mi/ 
hojics. 1 have found in you, vnile.d to those qual- 
ities, that noble enthusiasm xohich impels to great 
deeds. 

Soldiers: The President of the United 
States shall be informed of yonv conduct on 
the present occasion, and the .Voice of the 
Representatives of the Americcvn Nation shall 
applaud your valor, as your general now 
praises your ardor. The enrruy is near ; His 
"sails cover the lakes;" but the lirave are 
united, and if he tinds us contending among 
ourselves, it will be for the prize of valor, and 
fame, its noblest reward. 

By commanil. Thos. L. Butlek, 

Aid de Camp. 
[See^'iless Register, Vol. VII, p. 346.] 

OllDIXANCE OF n«7. 

While the Convention for drafting th.e Con- 
stitution of the United States was in session, 
in 17^7. the Old Congress passed an ordinance 
abolishing slavery in the Northwestern Terri- 
tory, and precluding its future introduction 
there. Ttie lirst Congress under thp new Con- 
stitution ratitied this ordinance, by a special 
act. It n.-ccived the api)roval of Wasliington, 
who was then fresh from tlie discussions of 
the Convention for drafting the Federal Con- 
stitution. The measure originated witl; JctTer- 
son, and its ratilication in the new Congress 
reiH'ivrd tlu- vote of every member excefit Mr. 
Vati's. i>f Now ^'ork. the entire Sonthrrn drh'gation 
voting f -r its adoption. By this ordinance, sla- 
very was fx'-bided from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois. 
Miciiigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa. 

The series of articles is preceded Ijy this 
preamble; 

"And for extending the fundamental princi- 



ples of civil and religious liberty, which form 
the basis whereon these Republics, their laws 
and Constitutions, are erected: to fix and es- 
tablish those principles as the basis of all laws, 
Constitutions, and govornraents, which forever 
hereafter shall be formed in said Territory; to 
provide, also, for the establishment of States, 
and permanent government therein, and for 
their admission to a share in the Fedcr.'\l coun- 
cils, at as early a period as may be consistent 
with the general interest: Be it ordained and 
established," &c., &c. 

Then follow the articles. The sixth is as 
follows: 

"There shall be neither slavery nor invol- 
untary servitude, otherwise than in the pun- 
ishment of crimes, whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted: Provided, always, 
That any person escaping into the same, from 
whom labor or service may be lawfully claimed 
in any one of the original States, such fugitive 
may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to 
the person claiming his or her labor or service, 
as aforesaid." 



JUDICLVL DECISIONS. 

No case in England, says Judge McLeftn, 
appears to have been more thoroughly exam- 
ined than that of Somersctt. The judgment 
pronounced by Lord Mansfield was the judg- 
ment of the Court of King's Bench. The cause 
was argued at great length, and with gre.it 
ability, by Hargrave and others, who stood 
among the most eminent counsel in England. 
It was held under advisement from term to 
term, and a due .sense of lY.s importance was 
felt and expresscii by the Bench, 

In giving the opinion of the court, Lord 
Mansfield said: 

" The state of slavery is of such a nature that 
it is incapable of being introduced on any rea- 
sons, moral or political, but only by positive 
law, which preserves its force long after the 
reasons, occasion, and time itself, from whence 
it was created, is erased from the memory; h 
is of a nature that nothing can be suffered to 
support it but positive law." 

In the case of Rankin v. Lydia, (2 A. K. Mar- 
shall's Rep.,) Judge Mills, "speaking for the 
Court of Appeals of Kentucky, says: "In de- 
ciding the question, (of slavery,) we disclaim 
the influence of the principles of general Hbor- 
ty, which we all admire, and conceive it ought 
to be decided by the law as it is. and not as it 
ought to bo. Slavery is sanctioned by the 
laws of this State, and the right to hold slaves 
under our municipal regulations is unquestion- 
able. But we view this as a right existing by 
positive law of a muni>"ipal character, without 
foundation in the law o? iiaiure, or the unwru- 
teji and common law." 

In the discussion of the power of Congress 
to govern a Territory, in the case of the Atlan- 
tic Insurance Company v. Canter, (1 Peteis, 
.?1]; '! Curtis, G85,) ChiefJusti.ee Marshall, 
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;pcaking for the court, Paid, in regard to the 
ptopli; oV Florida, "they do not, however, par- 
tioijiato in political power; thoy do not share 
in tlic Government till Florida phall become a 
^^uito; in the mean time, Florida continues to 
be a Territory of the United .Stales, governed 
hx virtue of'that clause in the Constitution 
w-liioh empowers Congress 'to make all need- 
ful rules and regulations resiiecting the terri- 
turv or other property belonging to the United 
States.'" 

And he adds, " perhaps the power of gov- 
tniiiig a Territory belonging to the United 
J>tales, which has not, by becoming a State, 
acquired the means of eelf-government, may 
ri'sult necessarily from the fact that it is not , 
v.ithiii the jurisdiction of any particular Slate, ' 
and is within the power and jurisdiction of the 
lulled States. The right to goverii may be 
the inovitahlc consequence of the right to ac- ' 
quire territory ; whichever maybe the source 
wlience the power is derived, the possession 
of it is unquestioned." And in the close of 
tiie oiuniou, the court say, "in legislating for . 
tliom, [the Territories,] Congress exercises the 
combined ]>owers of the General and State 
Oovornmeuts," — • i 

In the case of Prigg v. The State of Penn- i 
sylvauia, the court say,3 : ! 

"By the general huv of nations, no nation j 
is bound to recognise the state of slavery as I 
found within its territorial dominions, where ! 
it is in opposition to its own policy and insti- 1 
tutions, in favor of the subjects of«other nations j 
where slavery is organized. If it does it, it j 
is as a matter of comity, and not as a matter i 
of international right. The state of slavery 
is deemed to be a mere municipal regulation, 
founded \ipon and limited to the range of the 
territorial laws." And the court further says: 
•dt is manifest, from this consideration, that 
if tiie Constitution had not contained the clause 
requiring the rendition of fugitives from labor, 
every non-slaveholding State in the Union 
would have been at liberty to have decdared 
free all runaway slaves coming Avitliin its 
limits, and to have given them entire immu- 
nity and protection against the claims of their 
luasters." — 

Racliel V. Walker (4 Missouri Rep., .^rr0..fi:-ne 
term, 18:',6) is a case involving, in every par- 
ticular, the principles of the case before us. j 
IJ.uliel sued for her freedom; and it appeared 
tliat slie had been bought as a slavo in Mis- 
souri, by Stockton, an oHicer of the army, 
taken to Fort Snelling. where he was stationed, 
and she was retained there as a slave a year; 

tben Stockton removed to Prairie du Chien, 
taki.-ii; h.ichel with him as a slave, where he 
contiiHied to bold her three years, and then he 
took iier to the State of Missouri, and f-old her 
fiJ a s-lave. 

"Fori Snelling was admitted to be on the 
^("cst side of the Mississippi river, and north of 
tlu' J<t;ite of Missouri, in the torritoiw of the 
^nitf-d Htates. That t'rairie du Chien was in 
t'ie Michigo,n Tiyritory, on the east side of the 



Mississippi river. Walker, the defendant, held 
Rachel under Stockton." 

The court said, in this case: 

"The officoi- lived in Missouri Territory at 
the time he bought the slave; he sent to a 
slaveholding country and procured her; this 
was his voluntarv act, done without anv other 
reason than that of his convenience; and he 
and those claiming under him must be holden 
to abide the consequences of introducing sla- 
very both in Missouri Territory and Michigan, 
contrary to law; and on that ground Rachel 
was declared to be entitled to freedom." 

In answer to the aigunienl that, as an officer 
of the army, the' nmster had a right to take his 
slave into free territory, the court said no au- 
thority of law or the Government compelled 
him to keep the plaintiff there as a slave. 

"Shall it be said, that because an officer of 
the army owns slaves in Virginia, that when, 
as an officer and soldier, he is required to take 
the command of a fort in the non-slaveholding 
States or Territories, he thereby has a right to 
take with him as many slaves as will suit his 
interests or convenience? It surely cannot be 
law. If this be true, the court say, then it is 
also true that the convenience or supposed 
convenience of the ollicer repeals, as to him 
and others who have the same character, the 
ordinance and the act of 1821, admitting Mis- 
souri into the Union, and also the prohibition 
of the several laws and Constitutions of the 
non-slaveholding States." 

In the case of Dred Scott r. Emerson, (15 Mis- 
souri Rep., G82, March term, 1852,) two of tho 
judges ruled the case, the Chief Justice dis- 
senting. 

Chief Justice Gamble dissented from the other 
two judges. He says: 

"In every slaveholding State in the Union, 
the subject of emancipation is regulated by 
statute; and the forms are prescribed in which 
it shall be effected. Whenever the forms re- 
quired by the laws of the State in which the 
master and slave are resident are complied 
with, the emancipation is comi.lete, and the 
slave is free. If the right of the person thus 
emancipated is subsequently drawn in question 
in another State, it Avill be ascertained and 
determined by the law of the State in which 
the slave and his former master resided ; and 
when it appears that such law has been com- 
plied with, the right to freedom will be fully 
sustained in the courts of all the slaveholding 
States, although the act of emancipation ma^' 
not be in the form required by law in which 
the court sits. 

"In all such cases, courts continually ad- 
minister the law of the country where the right 
was acquired; and whtjii, tliat law becomes 
known to the court. is just as much a matter 
of course to decide x.he rights of the parties 
according to it roquiiLVjm.ents, as in is to settle 
the title of real efiVate situated in our State by 
its own laws." 

This appears to me a most sati|-factory an- 
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swer to the argument of the court. Chief J us- 
tk'c continues: 

"The perfect equality of the different States 
lies at the foundation of the Union. As the 
institution of slavery in the States is one over 
whicli the Constitution of the United States 
gives no power to the General Government, it 
is left to be adopted or rejected by the several 
States, as they think best; nor can anyone 
State, or number of States, claim the right to 
interfere with any other State upon the ques- 
tion of admitting'or excluding this institution. 

" A citizen of Missouri, who removes Avith 
his slave to Illinois, has no right to comi)lain 
that the fundamental law of that State to -which 
he removes, and in which he makes his resi- 
dence, dissolves the relation between him and 
his slave. It is as much his own voluntary 
act, as if he had executed a deed of emancipa- 
tion. No one can pretend ignorance of this 
constitutional provision, and," he says, "the 
decisions which have heretofore been made in 
this State, and in many otlier slavcliolding 
States, give effect to this and other similar 
provisions, on the ground that the master, by 
making the free State the residence of his 
slave, has submitted his right to the operation 
of the law of such State; and this," he says, 
" is the same in law as a regular deed of eman- 
cipation." 

He adds: 

"I regard the question as conclusively set- 
tled by the repeated adjudications of this court, 
and. if I doubted or denied the propriety of 
tlmse decisions, I would not feel myself any 
more at liberty to overturn them, than I wouhi 
any other series of decisions by whicii the law 
of any other question w'as settled. There is 
with me," he says, "nothing in the law rela- 
ting to slavery which distinguishes it from tlie 
law on .<xny other subject, or allows any more 
accommodation to the temporary public ex- 
citements which are gathered around it." 

"In tiiis State," he says, "it has been recog- 
nised from the beginning of the Government 
a-s a correct position in law, that a master who 
takes his slave to reside in a State or Territory 
where slavery is prohibited, thereby emanci- 
pates his slave." — 

In 1851, the Court of Appeals of South Car- 
olina recognised the principle, that a slave, 
l.'eing taken to a free State, became free. (Com- 
monwealth V. Pleasants, 10 Leigh Rep., '".97.) 
In Betty v. Horton, the Court of Appeals hehl 
that tlie freedom of the slave was acfpiired by 
the action of the laws of Massachusetts, rjy tiie 
said slave being talcen there. (5 Leigh R., 615.; 

In the case of Spencer r. Negro Dennis. (S 
Gill's Rep., .^21,) the court say: "Once free, 
and always free, is the maxim of .Maryland law 
upon the subject. Freedom h.aving once vested. 
b\' no compact between the master and the 
liberated slave, nor Ijy any condition subse- 
quent, attached by the master to the gift of 
freedom, can a state of t'lavery be reproduced." 
In Hunter v. Hiilclier, (I Leigh, 172:) 
"Bv a statute of Maryland of 1796, all slaves 



brought into that State to reside are declared 
free; a Virginian-born slave is carried by his 
master to Maryland; the master settled there, 
and keeps the slave there in bondage for twelve 
years, the .statute in force all the time; then 
lie brings him as a slave to Virginia, and sells 
him there. Adjudged, in an action brought 
by the nian against the purchaser, that he is 
free." 

Judge Kerr, in the case, says: 

"Agreeing, as I do, with the general view 
taken in this case by my brother Green, T would 
not add a word, but to mark the exact extent 
to which I mean to go. The law of Maryland 
having enacted that slaves carded into that 
State for sale or to reside shall be free, and 
the owner of the slave here having carried 
him to Maryland, and voluntarily submitting 
himself and the slave to that law, it governs 
the case." — 

Josephine v. Poultney, (Louisiana An. Kop., 
329,) "where the ow^ner removes with a slave 
into a State in which slaveiy is prohibited, 
with the intention of residing there, the slave 
will be therel)y emancipated, and their subse- 
quent return to the State of Louisiana cannot 
restore the relation of master and slave." To 
the same import are the cases of Smith v. Smith, 
(13 Louisiana Rep., 441,) Thomas v. Generis. 
(Louisiana Rep., 483,) liarry et al. i'. Decker 
and Hopkins, (Walker's Mississippi Rep., 36.) 
It was held that "slaves within the junsdic- 
tion of the Northwestern Territory became 
freemen by virtue of the Ordinance of 1787, 
and can assert their claim to freedom in the 
courts of Mississippi." (Griffith v. Fanny, 1 
Virginia Rep., 143.) It was decided that ft 
negro held in servitude in Ohio, under a deed 
executed in Virginia, is entitled to freedom by 
the Constitution of Ohio. 

The case of Rhodes y. Bell (2 Howard, 307; 
15 Curtis, l.''i2) involved the main principle in 
the case before us. A person residing in AVash- 
ington city purchased a slave in Alexandria; 
and brought him to Washington. Washington 
continued under the law of Maryland, Alexan- 
dria under the law of Virginia. The act of 
Maryland of November, 170G, (2 Maxcy's Laws, 
351,') declared any one who shall bring any 
negro, mulatto, or other slave, into Maryland, 
such slave should be free, the above slave, 
by reason of his being brought into Washing- 
ton city, Avas declared by this court to be tree. 
This, it appears to me, is a much stronger oa.-i' 
against the slave than the facts in the case of 
Scott. — 

In Bush V. White, (3 Monroe, 104,) the court 
say : 

"That the ordinance was paramoutit to the 
Territorial laws, and restrained the legishi'iy*^ 
power there as effectually as a Constitution in 
an organized State. Ii was a public ii'.'tot the 
Legislature of the Union, and a ])art cd' the 
supreme law of the land; and, as such, this 
court is as much bound to take notice of i^*- 
it can be of anv other law." 
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In the cMSf of Uankiu l\ Lydia, before cited, 
Judue Milli, .spL'iikiug for the Court of Appeals 
uf Koulucky, aiiys : 

•■ If, by the positive provision in our code, 
Y, e and must hold our slaves in the one 
Cii=i', ;ind statutory provisions equally positive 
dt^ude against that right in the other, and 
libenilc the slave, he must, by an authority 
eijually imperious, be declared free. Every 
arjruiiient which supports the right of the mas- 
ter on one side, based upon the force of written 
law, nuist be equally conclusive in favor of the 
shive, when he can point out in the statute the 
clause which secures his freedom." 

And he further said: 
Free people of color in ail the States are, 
it is believed, quasi citizens, or, at least, deni- 
rxtif. Although none of the States may allow 
them the privilege of office and suffrage, yet 
all other civil and conventional rights are se- 
cured to thera; at least, such rights were evi- 
deutly secured to them by the ordinance in 
question for the government of Indiana, If 
ihe.se rights are vested in that or any other 
portion of the United States, can it be com- 
patiljle with the spirit of our Confederated 
Government to deny their e-xistence in any 
other part? Is there less comity existing 
between State and State, or State and Ter- 
ritory, than exists between the despotic Gov- 
crmnents of Europe?" 

The KSupreme Court of North Carolina, in 
the ( a,se of the State v. Manuel, (4 Dev. and 
Bat.. 20,) has declared the law of that State 
on this subject, in terms which I believe to be 
as sound law in the other States I have enu- 
merated, as it was in North Carolina. 

'•Aeeorning to the laws of this State," says 
Judge Gaston, in delivering the opinion of 
the court, "all human beings within it, who 
are not slaves, fall within one of two classes. 
^\ hutcver distinctions may have existed in the 
Ilonian laws between citizens and free inhab- 
itant.s, they are unknown to our institutions. 
Bet'ore our Revolution, all free persons born 
within the dominions of the King of Great 
liritain, whatever their color or complexion, 
were native-born British subjects — those born 
out of his allegiance were aliens. Slavery did 
iiol exist in England, but it did in the British 
eoluuics. Slaves were not in legal parlance 
liersoiis, but property. The moment the in- 
eapaeity, the disqualification of slavery, was 
'■einovfd, they became persons, and were then 
either British .subjects, or not British subjects, 
iieLordiiii^ as they were or were not born within 
the «lU-giauce of the British King. Upon the 
pevoiutiun, no other change took place in the 
'•uvs ot X(jrth Carolina than was consequent 
on the tran.sition from a colony dependent on 
1^ I'Uropfan King, to a free and sovereign State. 
• jaws rtjniained slavjs. Britisli subjects in 
->orth Carolina became North Carolina free- 
nien. Foreigners, until made members of the 
' tate, remained aliens. Slaves, manumitted 
nt-re, iieeamc freemen, and therefore, if born 
^^•lUun North Carolina, are citizens of North 



Carolina, and all free persons born within the 
State are born citizens of the State. The Con- 
stitution extended the elective franchise to 
every fre';:aau who had arrived at the age of 
twenty-one, and paid a public tax; and it is a 
matter of universal notoriety, that, nnder it, 
free persons, without regard to color, claimed 
and exercised the franchise, until it was taken 
from the free men of color a few years since 
by our .amended Constitution." 

In the State v. Newcomb, (5 Iredell's R., 253,) 
decided in 1844, the same court referred to this 
case of the State v. Manuel, and said: "That 
case underwent a very laborious investigation, 
both by the bar and the bench. The case was 
brought hero by appeal, and AA-as felt to be one 
of great importance in principle. It was con- 
sidered with an anxiety and care Avorthy of 
the principle involved, and Avhich give it a 
controlling influence and authority on all 
questions of a similar character." 

The act of February 28, 1803, (2 Stat, at 
Large, 205,) to prevent the importation of cer- 
tain person.s into States, when by the laws 
thereof their admission is prohibited, in its 
first section forbids all masters of vessels to 
import or bring "any negro, mulatto, or other 
person of color, not being a native, a citizen, 
or registered seaman of the United States," &c. 

The Constitution of Missouri, under which 
that State applied for admission into the Union, 
provided, that it should be the duty of the 
Legislature " to pass laws to prevent free ne- 
groes and niulattoes from coming to and set- 
tling in the State, under any pretext whatever." 
One ground of objection to the admission of 
the Stite under this Constitution was, that it 
would require the Legislature to exclude free 
persons of color, who would be entitled, under 
the second section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution, not only to come within the State, 
but to enjoy there the privileges and immuni- 
ties of citizens. The resolution of Congress 
admitting the State was upon the fundamental 
condition, "that the Constitution of Missouri 
shall never be construed to authorize the pas- 
sage of any law, and that no law shall be passed 
in confornrity thereto, by which any citizen of 
either of the States of this Union sh-ail be ex- 
cluded from the enjoyment of any of the priv- 
ileges and immunities to which such citizen is 
entitled under the Constitution of the United 
States." — 

In Fulton v. Lewis, (3 Harris and Johnson,) 
a case in the Court of Appeals in Maryland •. 

"At the trial, the following facts Avere ad- 
mitteil in evidence: John Levant, a married 
man, being a native and resident of the Island 
of St. Domingo, removed from that place in 
July, 1793, flying from disturbances Avhich 
then existed there, endangering the lives and 
property of the inhabitants, and brought Avith 
him into this State three negroes, of Avhom 
the petitioner (now appellee) is one, who he 
then and before OAvned as a slave. That in 
May, 1794, he sold the petitioner, as a slave. 
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to William Ck-mni, who sold him as such to 
the defendant, (the appellant.) That said 
Levant arrived in Baltimore in August, 1Y93, 
and continued to reside there until some time 
in 1796, when he returned to the West Indies. 
The defendant thereupon prayed the direction 
of the court to the jury, that if they believed 
the facts, the petitioner was not entitled to his 
freedom. This opinion the court [Scott, C. J.] 
refused to g-ive, but directed the jury that upon 
these facts the petitioner was free. The defend- 
ant excepted; and the verdict and judgment 
being against him, he appealed to this court, 
where the case was argued before Chase, Chief 
Justice, and Buchanan, Nicholson, Earle, John- 
son, and Martin, Justices. 

" Glenn, for the appellant, contended that the 
act of 1783. ch. 23, under which the petitioner 
claimed his freedom, meant only a voluntary 
importation of slaves, and not an importation 
arising from absolute necessity, produced by 
causes over which the owner, as iu this case, 
had and could have no control." 



HENRY CLAY. 

An Addre.3s delivered to the Colonization Society 
of Kentucky, at Frankfort, December 17, 1829, 
by the Hon. Henry Clay, at the request of the 
Board of Managers. — [^Extracts.'] 

The African part of our population, or 
their ancestors, were brought hither forciblj- 
and by violence, in the prosecution of the 
most abominable traffic that ever disgraced 
the annals of the human race. They were 
chiefly procured, in their native country, as 
captives in war, taken, and subsequently sold 
by the coiu|ueror, as slaves, to the slave trader. 
Sometimes the most atrocious practices of kid- 
napping were employed to obtain possession of 
the victims. Wars were frequent between 
numerous and barbarous neighboring tribes 
scattered along the coast or stretched upon 
the margin of large rivers of Africa. These 
wars were often enkindled and prosecuted for 
no other object than to obtain a supply of 
subjects for this most shocking commerce. In 
these modes, husbands were torn from their 
wives, parents from their children, brethren 
from each other, and every tie cherished and 
respected amor.g men was violated. Upon the 
arrival, at the African coast, of the unfortunate 
beint,fs tluis reduced to slavery, they were em- 
1);irkcd on board of ships carefully constructed 
and iirraiigeil to contain the greatest amount of 
human beings. Here they were ironed and 
fa-itcned in parallel rows, and crowded together 
so closely, in loathsome holes, as not to have 
room for action or for breathing wholesome 
air. The great aim was to transport the largest 
pv>.<sil)Ie number, at the least possible charge, 
from their native land lu the markets for which 
they were destined. The greediness of cupid- 
ity was frequently disappointed and punished 
in its purposes, hy the loss of moieties of Avhole 
cargoes of the subjects of this infamous com- 
merce, from want and s\itTering and disease on 
the voyage. How much happier were they 



who thus expired, than their miserable sur- 
vivors 1 

The United States, as a nation, are not re- 
sponsible for the original introduction or thd 
subsequent continuance of the slave trade. 
Whenever, as has often happened,, their char- 
acter has been assailed in foreign countries, 
and by foreign writers, on account of the in- 
stitution of slavery among us, the justness of 
that vindication has been admitted by the can- 
did, which transfers to a foreign Government 
the origin of the evil. Nor are the United 
States, as a sovereign Power, responsible for 
the continuance of slavery within their limits, 
posterior to the establishment of their Inde- 
pendence; because by neither the Articles of 
Confederation, nor by the present Constitution, 
had they power to put an end to it by llie 
adoption of any system of emancipation. But 
from that epoch, the responsibility of the 
several States in which slavery was tolerated 
commenced, and on them devolved the mo- 
mentous duty of considering whether the evil 
of African slavery is incurable, or admits of a 
safe and practical remedy. In performing it, 
they ought to reflect that, if Avhen a given 
rernedy is presented to their acceptance, in- 
stead of a due examination and deliberate con- 
sideration of it, they promptly reject it, and 
manifest an impatience whenever a suggestion 
is made of any plan to remove the evil, they 
will expose themselves to the reproach of yield- 
ing to the illusions of self-interest, and of in- 
sincerity in the professions which they so often 
make of a desire to get rid of slavery. It is a 
great misfortune, growing out of the actual 
condition of the several States, some being 
exempt, and others liable to this evil, that they 
are too prone to misinterpret the views and 
wishes of each other in respect to it. 

The several States of the Union were sen- 
sible of the responsibility which accrued to 
them, on the establishment of the Independ- 
ence of the United States, in regard to the 
subject of slavery. And many of them, begin- 
ning at a period prior to the termination ot 
the Revolutionary war, by successive but dis- 
tinct acts of legislation, have effectively pro- 
vided for the abolition of slavery within their 
respective jurisdictions. More than thirtyyears 
ago, an attempt was made, in this Common- 
wealth, to adopt a system of gradual emanci- 
pation, similar to that which the illustrious 
Frank'in had mainly contributed to introduce, 
in tht y< ar 1779, in the State founded by the 
benev .ent Penn. And, among the acts of my 
life, which I look back to with most satisfac- 
tion, is that of my having co-operated Avitb 
other zealous and' intelligent friends, to pro- 
cure the establishment of that system in this 
State. We believed that the sura of good 
which would have been attained by the Stsue 
of Kentucky, in a gradual emancipation of her 
slaves, at that period, would have far trans- 
cended the aggregate of mischief which miffht 
have resulted to herself and the Union together, 
from the gradual libenition of them, and their 
dispersion and residence in the United States. 
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Wi were ovt !-p..v,-:vod by nnrabcrs, but sub- 
iiiitttd to t!(".-i.iioii of the majoritywith the 
iimre which the minnrity, iu a Republic, should 
"uver viehl to such a decision. I have, never- 
theless, never ceased, and shall never cease, to 
regret a decision, the effects of which have 
been to place us in the rear of our neighbors, 
^vho are exempt from slavery, iu the state of 
agriculture, the progress of manufactures, the 
advance of improvement, and the general pros- 
perity of society. 

As a mere laborer, the slave feels that he 
toils for his master, and not for himself; that 
the laws do not recognise his capacity to ac- 
quire and hold property, which depends al- 
together upon the pleasure of his proprietor; 
and that all the fruits of his exertions are 
reaped hy others. He knows that, whether 
si: k or well, in times of scarcity or abundance, 
hi? master is bound to provide for him, by the 
ail-powerful influence of the motive of self- 
interest. He is generally, therefore, indifferent 
to the adverse or prosperous fortunes of his 
master, being contented, if he can escape his 
displeasure or chastisement, by a careless and 
slovenly performance of his duties. 

* * * This competition, and the prefer- 
ence for white labor, are believed to be already 
diseernihle in parts of Maryland, A'irginia, and 
Kentucky, and ]»ro))al)ly existo'd in Pennsyl- 
vania and other States north of Marylatid, 
prior to tlie disappearance of slaves from 
among them. The march of the ascendency 
of free labor over slave, will proceed from the 
North to the South, gradually entering first 
the States nearest to the free region. Its pro- 
gress would be more rapid, if it were not im- 
peded by the check resulting from the repug- 
nance of the white man to work among slaves, 
or v,-herc slavery is tolerated. — See African 
[Colonization) Rqjosiiory, March. 1830. 

FMrcrl from Mr. Clay's Spcech'bcfore the Amer- 
ican Colonization Society ^ January, 182'7. — Sec 
Ttnlh Annual Report. 

^^o are re])roached with doing mischief by 
tiie agitation of this question. The society 
goes into no household to disturb its domestic 
tranquillity; it addresses itself to no slaves, 
to weaken their obligations of obedience. It 
seeks to aflect no man's property. It neither 
has the power nor the v. ill to aflect the prop- 
erty of any one, contrary to his consent. The 
execution of its scheme would augment, instead 
of diminishing, the v;ilne of the property left 
behind. The society, composed of free men, 
concerns itself only with the free. Collateral 
consequences, we are not responsible for. It 
IS not this society which has produced the 
(Treat moral revolution which the age exhibits. 
'\Vhat would they, who thus reproach ns, have 
dtme? If they would repress all tendencies 
towards Liberty and ultimate emancipation, 
they must do more than jnit down the benevo- 
lent etlurts of this society. They must go back 
to the era of our Liberty and Independence, 
and muzzle the cannon which thunders its 
iiiuu.al joyous return. They must revive the 



slave trade, with all its train of atrocities. 
They i^iust suppress the workings of British 
phiranthropy, seeking to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of the" unfortunate West Indian slaves. 
They must arrest the career of South Ameri- 
can deliverance from thraldom. They must 
blow out the moral lights around us, and ex- 
tinguish that greatest torch of all, which Amer- 
ica presents to a benighted world, pointing the 
Avay to their rights, their liberties, and their 
happiness. And when they have achieved all 
these purposes, their work will be yet incom- 
plete. They must penetrate the human soul, 
and eradicate the light of reason and the love 
of liberty. Then, and not till then, when uni- 
versal darkness and despair prevail, can you 
perpetuate shivery, and repress all sympathies 
and all humane and benevolent efforts among 
freemen, in behalf of the unhappy portion of 
our race Avho ai-e doomed to bondage. 

Our friends, who are eursed with this greatest 
of human evils, deserve the kindest attention 
and consideration. Their property and their 
safety are both involved. But the liberal and 
candid among them will not, cannot, expect 
that every project to deliver our country from 
it is to be crushed, because of a possible and 
ideal danger. 

HON. BUSHROD WASHINGTON. 

The effect of this institution, if its prosperity 
shall equal our wishes, will be alike propitious 
to every interest of our domestic society; and 
should it lead, as we may fairly hope it will, 
to the slow but gradual abolition of slavery, it 
will wipe from our political institutions the 
only blot which stains them; and, in palliation 
of which, we shall not be at liberty to plead 
the excuse of moral necessity, until we shall 
have honestly exerted all the means wdiich we 
possess for its extinction. — Sec First Annual 
Rejwri of the Colonization Society. 

WILLIAM H. :^?1TZHIJGH, Esq. 

Extracts from a letter from, William 11. Fitzhugh, 
Esq.. of Virginia, to a gentleman of Xciv 
York, dated Ravensworih, August Wih, 182<j. 

Our design was, by providing an asylum 
on the coast of Africa, and furnishing the ne 
cessar\' facilities for remoA'.al to the people of 
color, to induce the voluntary emigration ol" 
that portion of them already free, and to tlirow 
open to individuals and the States a wider 
door for voluntaiw and legal emancipation. 
The operation, we were aware, must be — and. 
for the interests of our country, ought to be — 
gradual. But we entertained a hope, founded 
on our knowledge of the interest.* as well a.- 
the feelings of the South, that this oi)eratioii. 
properly comlucted, would, in the end, remove 
! from our country every vestige of dome^^.iic 
slavery, without a single violation of individ- 
ual wishes or individual rights. * * 

The Colonization Society has distinctly 
de;-:gnated tho extent to which, it seeks tlie 
interposition of the Government of the coun- 
try. It asks only the provisions of a place and 
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n Oovornmcnt for tho reception r.nd protection 
of such persons of color as are already free, 
and such others as ihc humanity of i?i(liriduals, 
and the laws of the different States, may hereafter 
liberate — the necessary encouragement to, and 
the necessary facilities for, emigration — and, 
as occasion may require it, pecuniary aids to 
the States, for effecting, in such modes rji' they 
may choose, the extinction of slavery within their 
respective li7nits. Such, and such only, is the 
interference asked. * * * 

But whence, it may be asked, is derived 
the proposed authority " to afford encourage- 
ment to, and facilities for, cm.igration," and 
" pecuniary aids to the States for effecting the 
extinction of slavery within their respective 
limits? From the very same source, I answer, 
wlience springs the Avhole power of appropria- 
tion; from the authority "to lay and collect 
taxes, duties, imposts, to pny the debts and 
provide for the common defence and general 
welfiire of tlie country," and an authority, evi- 
dently imposing no other limitation on the 
power of appropriation, than that it be applied 
exclusively to promoting the general interests 
of the nation ; and it accordingly may be, and 
under every Administration has been, used in 
aiding Ihe accomplishment of objects not with- 
in the reach of the other specified powers of 
the (Jovernment. It is on this principle that 
hu ge sums have been voted, at different times, 
for uiiiking roads and canals, for ameliorating 
th(- condition of the Indians, for giving relief 
to the inhabitants of Caraccas, for restoring 
capt,urcd Africans to their homes, for suppress- 
ing the slave trade, and, above all, for evinc- 
ing the nation's gratitude to Gen. Lafaj-ctte. 
None of these different acts can be brought 
witiiin the enumerated powers of the Govern- 
ment. And if its revenue is to be expended 
only in sustaining these powers, not only must 
the acts in question, but a very large propor- 
tion of tho numerous acts on our statute bnnk, , 
involving expenditure, be pronounced viola- 
tions of the constitutional charter. — See Af- 
rican [Colonization) Reposilory, October, 182G. 



MR. MONKOK. 

E/irart from a speech of Ex-Prcsident Monroe, 
delivered in the Virginia Stale Convention for 
alteriny the Constitution, Kov. 'Id, 1829. 

" What has been the leading spirit of this 
State, ever since our independence was oit- 
tained? She has always declared herself in 
favor of the eciual rights of man. The revo- 
lution WHS conducted on tiiat principle. Yet 
there WHS at that time a slavisli population in 
Virginin. We hold it in the condition in 
which the Revolution found it, and what can 
be done with this population? If they wore 
extinct, or had not been here, white persons 
would occupy their place, and perform all the 
oiiiccs now performed by them, and conse- 
quently be rejiresented. If the white ])eople 
were not tiixed, they also would be free from 
taxation. If you set tin in free, look at the 
condition of society. Emancipate them, and 



what would be their condition ? Four hun- 
dred thousand, or a greater number, of poor, 
without one cent of properly, what would 
become of them ? Disorganization would fol- 
low, and perfect confusion. They are separated 
from the rest of society \>x a difTerent color; 
there can be no intercourse of equality between 
them; nor can you remove them. How is it 
pi-acticable ? The thing is impossible, and 
they must remain as poor, free from the con- 
trol of their masters, and must soon foil upon 
the rest of society, and resort to plunder for 
subsistence. As to the practicability of eman- 
cipating them, it can never be done by the 
State itself, nor without the aid of the Union. 
And what would be their condition, suppo- 
sing they were emancipated, and not removed 
beyond the limits of the Union? The experi- 
ment has in part been tried. They have emi- 
grated to Pennsylvania in great mnnbers, and 
form a part of the population of Philadelphia, 
and likewise of New York and Boston. Bui 
those who were the most ardent advocates of 
emancipation, in those portions of the Union, 
have been shocked at the charges of main- 
taining them, as well as at the effect of their 
example. Nay, sir, look at (Miio, and what 
has she recently done? Ohio acknowledges 
the equal rights of all, yet she has driven them 
off from her territory. She ha.s been obliged 
to do it. If emancipation be possible, I look 
to tlie Union to aid in effecting it. 

"Sir, what brouglit us together in tlie revo- 
lutionary war? it was the doctrine of equal 
rights. Each part of the country eucoriragcd 
and supported every other part of it. None 
took advantage of the others' distresses. And 
if we find that this evil has preyed upon the 
vitals of the Union, and has been prejudicial 
to all the States where it has existed, and is 
likcifise rejmynant to th'.-ir several Stale Constitu- 
tions and Bills of Riyhls. why may we not ex- 
pect that they will unite with us in accom- 
plishing its removal ? If we make the attempt, 
and cannot accomplish it, the eH'ect will at 
least be to abate the great number of petitions 
and memorials whicli are continually pouring 
in upon the (iovcrnment. This matter is be- 
fore the nation, and the princij)les and con- 
sequences involved in it are of the highest 
importance. But, in the mean while, self-pres- 
ervation demanils of us union in • aw councils. 

" What Wiis the origin of our .'-lave popula- 
tion? The evil commenced when we were in 
our colonial state, ijut acts were passed by our 
O(donial Legislature, prohibiting the importa- 
tion of mure slaves into the colony. Those 
were rejected by the Grown. We declared our 
independence, and the prohibition of a further 
importation was among the first acts of State 
sovereignty. Virginia was the first State 
which instructed her delegates to declare the 
Colonies independent. She braved all dangers. 
From Quebec to Boston, and from Bo:^ton to 
Savannah, Virginia shed the blood of her son?. 
No imputation, then, can be cast upon her in 
! this matter. She. did all that icas in her pcwr 
\ to do, to prevent the. -xtension of slavery, and to 
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:nii>i<i!f i's evilsJ' — Sec Debates of the Co7n":n- 
tiun. ]'<!(!( 14ft. 

Mr. i>cnj. Watkins Leigh said : * * * 
'•Sir, the venerable gentleman from Loudoun 
/Mr. Monroe) spoke of Ihe impracticability of 
any scheme of emancipation without the aid 
of ilie General Government. Is he, then, and 
if he is. are we reconciled to the idea of the 
interference of the General Government in 
this most delicate and peculiar interest of our 
own? AVhat right can that Government have 
to interfere in it? " 

Mr. Monroe here explained. 

" 1 consider the question of slavery as one 
of the most important that can come before 
this body; it i's certainly one which must 
doenly affect the Commonwealth, whether the 
decision be to maintain it over tliose now in 
thiU state, or to attempt their emancipation. 
Tlie i'lea I meant to suggest was, that the sub- 
jeet had assumed a new and very important 
chiinicter, by what had occurred in the other 
.Stales, and particulai'ly in those in wliicli 
slavery does not exist. "We had seen in the 
e:ivly stage a strong pressure for emancipation 
from tho Eastern States, and equally so, of 
Li'.e, from the States in the West ; but cnian- 
eipalion had thrown many of our liberated 
slaves upon tliera ; in consequenco of which, 
tliev have been driven back, and all interfer- 
ence oil their part luis ceased. 

■• T'lo subject is now brought home to them 
.1- w -H as to ourselves ; and tlie question to be 
■!■ eided l)y us is, whether tlieir emancii)ation 
i;- practiciible or not. Sliould the decision be 
that it was practicable, I did not mean to con- 
viy the idea that the United Slates should 
interfere, of right, as is advocated by many. 
1 meant to suggest, that if the wisdom of Vir- 
ginia should decide that it was practicable, 
lunl invite tlie aid of the General Government, 
that it .should tlien be afforded at her instance, 
:uiil not, that of the United States, as having 
the least authority in the matter." 

Mr. Leigh ; '< I thank the gentleman for his 
■"viilanatiun." — Sec Debates in Convention, j^age 
1 1 2— ,1 . 

1 find the following in the proceedings of the 
Convention, which may throw some liglit on 
the question of free negro citizenship. It oo- 
fiirs in the proceedings of Friday, December 
lH2'.'t: 

"The third resolution as amended in the 
I!');;i(> yesterday, on Mr. Leigh's motion, was 
!'"t read, in the'words following: 

" ■ Kvery male citi/en of iIk- (.'onimoiiwoaltli. 
' r' siili'iit therein, aged twe!i.ty-one years and 
■ ''i warils, other than free ncj-roes and raulat- 

[i!iis r-'sulutioii was adopted; init those wluj 
■"■■'■'il aMain..;t it did .so without reference to 
e above phr.aseology.] 

'i"; subject of slavery was only discussed 
i'-i"''h'!ita!!y during the deliberations of the 
t-onveniiou, and mainly in reference to the 



basis of representation. The Eastern mem- 
bers insisted on the representation of slaves 
as persons or property, wliile those from the 
West favored the white basis, but denied that 
the West was disposed to interfere with slave 
property. Several members incidentally ex- 
pressed sentiments adverse to slavery ; but I 
find no passage of marked interest, except the 
preceding from .Mr. Monroe. 



PATRICK HENRY. 

Hanover, Jan. 18, 177:). 
.Dk.\ii Sir : I take this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of Anthony Benezet's 
book against the slave trade. I thank you for 
it. It is not a little surprising, that the pro- 
fessors of Christianity, whose chief excellence 
consists in softening the human heart, in cher- 
ishing and improving its finer feelings, should 
encourage a practice so totiilly repugnant to 
the first impressions of right and wrong. "What 
adds to the wonder is, that this abominable 
practice has been introduced in the most en- 
lightened ages, ^imes that seem to have pre- 
tentions to boast of high iraprovemeuts in the 
arts and sciences, and refined morality, have 
brought into general use, and guarded by many 
laws, a species of violence and tyranny, which 
0!tr more rude and barbarous, but more hon- 
est ancestors, detested. Is it not amazing, 
that at a time when the rights of humanity 
arc defined and unuerstood with precision in 
a country, above all others, fond of liberty, 
that in such an age, and in such a country, we 
find men professing a religion the most hu- 
mane, mild, gentle and generous, adopting a 
principle as repugnant to humanity as it is 
inconsistent with the Bible and destructive to 
liberty? Every thinking, honest man rejects 
it in speculation; how few in practice, from 
conscientious motives I 

Would any one believe that I am master of 
slaves, of my own purchase? I am drawn 
along by the general inconvenience of living 
here without them. I will not, I cannot jus- 
tify it. However culpable my con(iluct, I will 
so far j)ay my devoir to Virtue, as to own the 
excellence and rectitude of her precepts, and 
lament my want of conformity to them. 

I believe a time icill come, when an oppnrtunit;/ 
will he ojfercJ to abolish this lamentable evil. 
Everythiiig we can do is to improve it, if it 
happens in our day ; if not, let us transmit to 
our descendants, together with our slaves, a 
pity for their unhappy lot, and oar abhorrence 
for slavery. If wc cannot reduce this wished- 
for reformation to practice, let us treat the 
unliuppy victim.s with lenity. It is tlve further- 
most advance we can make towards ju.stice; 
it is a delit we owe to the jiurity of our reli- 
gion, to show that it is at variance with that 
law which warrants slavery. I know not 
where to stop. I cordd say many things on 
the subject, ;i serious view of which gives a 
gloomy perspective to future times. — Letter to 
Robert Pleasants. 



